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SOMERSET RAMBLER 

Don’t Lose Your Way:  
Protect where you love to walk 

Government launches consultation on Rights of Way law 
 
There are miles of well-walked routes across the country which have never been 
officially recorded as footpaths and bridleways and which could be lost to the    
public – the Ramblers warned as it launched a consultation on rights of way law 
on 14th May. 
 
As Britain’s walking charity, the Ramblers is stepping up its Don’t Lose Your Way 
campaign to ensure that the footpaths we love to walk are properly protected. 
Whether it’s a short cut to your village shop or a scenic route by the local river, it’s 
important that the paths you walk are recorded so that they can be maintained and 
protected for future generations. Unrecorded paths can be built upon, closed or 
changed at any time and once they are gone they are lost forever.   
 
There is a particular urgency, because under existing law any path which hasn’t 
been recorded by 2026 will automatically be extinguished. This 2026 ‘cut-off’ date 
may seem years away, but backlogs in the recording-process coupled with cuts to 
local authority staff mean that many of the paths already identified could still be 
lost. Many well-used, totally uncontroversial paths like ones connecting residential 
streets will fall victim to this. 
 
The Ramblers has been working with Natural England and other interested groups 
to find new procedures to ensure that all paths get the protection they need. Defra 
has now unveiled plans to take those proposals forward. 
 
Nicky Philpott, Ramblers Director of Policy and Campaigns, said: 
 
“Many local authorities across the country have huge backlogs of applications to 
register paths which are waiting to be officially recorded, but progress is slow. If 
nothing is done to change this process then miles of well-used, but unrecorded 
paths, will be lost to the public when we reach 2026. 
 
“We have been working, on behalf of all walkers, to suggest ways in which this 
process could be made better and we will be responding to the consultation to  
ensure that the route you take to your local shop and the riverside path you love to 
walk will not be lost.”  
 
The consultation will run from 14th May until mid August. 
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SOMERSET AREA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Our A.G.M. was held on 12th February at Shipham Hall Shipham and many 
thanks to Woodspring Group for arranging the venue, leading the morning walk 
and providing the superb refreshments.  
 
The attendance was disappointing with only 39 members turning up for the    
meeting. This was less than 50% of the attendance for the previous year. 
 
Our guest speaker was Jenny Barnett, a volunteer from The National Arboretum at 
Westonbirt.   Jenny gave a very interesting talk, illustrated by slides, telling us of 
the work at the arboretum through the seasons of the year. 
 
The formal AGM business was conducted swiftly.  There were several officers 
standing down and regretfully there had been one only nomination to fill a vacant 
post and consequently several post remained unfilled. 
 
Having served Area for 38 years (the last 19 years as President) Tony Goverd 
decided to stand down. Tony has made a huge contribution to The Ramblers’    
Association over the years and he will be much missed. 
 
Following the meeting two individuals came forward to fill two of the vacant officer 
posts leaving 6 positions vacant.  The new committee and vacancies are set out 
below. 
 
President   Position vacant 
Chair    Ann Foxhuntley  foxhuntley@talktalk.net   
Vice Chair   Roger Conway roger@rogerconway.co.uk 
Secretary   David Thompson meadowbankdp@yahoo.co.uk 
Treasurer   Edward Levy edwrlevy@aol.com   
Footpath Secretary Paul Wright  paul-wright@talktalk.net   
Access Officer  Position vacant 
Countryside Secretary Position vacant  
Membership Secretary Position vacant  
Publicity Officer  Position vacant  
Newsletter Editor  Edward Levy (June 2012 edition only) 
    Sept 2012 onwards Diane Smith diane91@hotmail.co.uk 
Webmaster   Les Stather  lesj_stather@hotmail.co.uk   
Independent Members Mary Henry   Plus one vacancy 
Ex Officio Position: 
Footpath Adviser  Carleton Earl carleton.earl@virgin.net  

 
Anyone interested in filling any of the vacant posts please contact David     
Thompson the new Area secretary. 
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SOMERSET AREA HOLIDAY 2012: SYMONDS YAT 

 
There are a few places still available on the Area Holiday.  Full details below.  If 
you are interested in going please contact Roger Conway. 

SOMERSET AREA HOLIDAY 2012: Symonds Yat 
(Friday 7th to Monday 10th September) 

Why not join the 2012 area holiday for a FOUR day THREE night walking weekend and 
get to know members from other Somerset area groups?  The group will be based at The 
Paddocks Hotel in Symonds Yat, Near Monmouth. This is a private hotel and well used to 
catering for groups.  The total cost is £169 per person for three night’s dinner, bed and 
breakfast for a standard double or twin room. All rooms are en suite and a mixture of dou-
bles and twins (plus a VERY limited number of singles) has been booked. Further details 
of the hotel are on the hotel website:- www.paddockshotel.com/The_Paddocks_Hotel.html 
The four days of walking will be structured to suit a range of walking abilities. Full details of 
the walks as they evolve will be posted on our website, but in outline the programme will 
be: 
Friday: A choice of a couple of moderate 5 to 8 mile walks starting at 1.00 pm from near Tintern    
Abbey. Saturday & Sunday (each day): Choice of a 5-7 mile; a 7-8 mile or a more strenuous 10-12 
mile route Monday: A choice of a couple of moderate 5 or 6 mile walks from near Chepstow on the 
way home. 

To reserve a place on this holiday please complete the slip below and send it with a non-
refundable deposit of £25 per person to: Roger Conway, 18 Roughmoor Cottages, Frieze 
Hill, Taunton, TA1 1HA as soon as possible, so that we can confirm our hotel group     
booking. 
Please email:- rogertherambler@gmail.com or ring (01823-270754) if you have any further 
questions or queries. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
SOMERSET AREA HOLIDAY 2012: Symonds Yat, nr Monmouth 
(Friday 7th to Monday 10th September)  
 
Name(s): RA Group: 
Address: Phone: 
Mobile: 
email: 

 
Preferred Room Type: Double / Twin / Single / shared twin: 
Please detail any special diet or other facility required at the hotel and/or any medical 
details we and/or the hotel should know about: 
Would you be prepared to lead a walk? yes/no lf yes:- short/medium/long 
There are only 2 single rooms available - at a supplement of £5 per night. These 
will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Of course it is also possible 
for singles to share a twin bedded room. There is adequate free on-site parking. 
I enclose a non refundable deposit of £ 25 per person for the 2012 area holi-
day.   Cheques should be made payable to Ramblers Association Somerset 
Area. 
 
Signed: date: 
Send to:- Roger Conway, 18 Roughmoor Cottages, Frieze Hill, Taunton, TA1 1HA 
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Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk   

Five stretches closer to 'One Coast For 
All' 
•    Ramblers celebrate news of Coast path progress  
•    Survey reveals mass public support for the English Coastal         
Path 
 
In the wake of celebrations to launch the Wales Coast Path, the Ramblers is           
celebrating another major success as it welcomes plans to open up a further 190 
miles of the English Coast. On 10th May Natural England published the next five 
stretches of coastline which will become part of this new National Trail. In addition 
to this, Defra has also outlined a long term plan for coastal access which         
estimates that by 2017 you’ll be able to walk all the way from Hull to Dorset - via 
Hadrian’s wall and the Wales Coast Path. The Ramblers ‘One Coast For All’  
campaign has urged the Government to keep its promise of creating an English 
coastal path and today’s news brings the vision of being able to walk around the 
whole of the country one step closer.  
 
The new stretches of coastal access will be delivered in Cumbria (Whitehaven to 
Silecroft); Dorset (Portland, Rufus Cove to Lyme Regis); Kent (Folkestone to 
Camber); Norfolk (Sea Palling to Hopton on Sea) and Hartlepool (Hartlepool to 
Speeton), with preparations set to begin this year.  
 
The results of a YouGov Survey commissioned by the Ramblers reveal that    
almost seven out of 10 British people (69%) believe the public should have  legal 
access to walk along beaches and along the entire coast of England subject to 
people acting responsibly in areas that protect wildlife and property - which     
indicates the importance of our coastline to people’s enjoyment of the country-
side. This is a right won by the public as part of the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009, which promised a continuous walking trail around the coast of England 
after many years of campaigning led by the Ramblers.  
 
Nicky Philpott, Director of Policy and Campaigns for the Ramblers said, “It is   
fantastic news that the government is pressing on with its work to create a      
continuous coastal path. The Ramblers have been campaigning hard to secure 
this level of commitment. This is a major leap forward for us and for all walkers. 
As citizens of an island nation, the British public is passionate about their coast 
and are drawn to it. Just early in May thousands of people gathered along the 
Welsh coastline to celebrate the launch of the Wales Coast Path. It is clear     
people want and deserve better access to their natural heritage and so the      
announcement of these next stretches is a triumph for access to our coast.”  
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Nicky Philpott continues, “As a nation we were promised access to our entire 
coastline. The Ramblers will continue to campaign hard to hold the government to 
that promise. We look forward to continued work on the coast path so England 
can share Wales’ pride in a completed coast path and enjoy the huge benefits it 
will bring.”  
 
The English Coast Path will not just be a win for walkers, but also for struggling 
coastal towns. The South West Coast Path is estimated to generate £307 million 
a year for the local economy. In South West Wales the 40 year old Pembroke-
shire Coast National Trail generates around £68m a year and has been shown to 
create £52 for every £1 spent on maintenance, and soon Wales will be experienc-
ing the benefits of its coastal path.  
 
A Coastal path around England’s coast has the potential to improve public health 
and well-being by increasing opportunities for walking and encouraging more  
visits to the coast. It also has enormous potential to bring significant economic 
benefits for small businesses and to boost economic growth and create jobs in 
coastal areas.  
 
Work on the trail has begun in 6 different areas (including locally between     
Minehead and Brean Down) and preparations are being made so that the first 
stretch, near Weymouth in Dorset, can be opened in time for the 2012 Olympics.  
 
To sign the Ramblers petition to show your support for coastal walking and to find 
out more about the One Coast For All campaign visit www.Ramblers.org.uk/
OneCoastForAll  
 
Information on the new stretches has been published as a Q&A document on the 
Natural England website:  
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/coastalaccess/default.aspx  

Consultation launched on jewels of our footpath     
network 

 
National Trails are the jewels in our footpath network, guiding us through coast, 
countryside and urban landscapes. It is vital that these national assets are  
properly maintained, resourced and celebrated. Following an announcement from 
Natural England on the future of National Trails, the Ramblers welcomes acknowl-
edgment of their importance, but understands that these proposals will completely 
change the way National Trails are managed in the future.  
 
The future management of National Trails will be considered in a consultation 
which will run for only 8 weeks.  
 
Providing more than 2500 miles of breathtaking walking scenery from the heights 
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of Cross Fell in the Pennines to the sweeping shores of the Pembrokeshire Coast, 
National Trails provide some of the best walking opportunities in the country. They 
play a major part in attracting visitors and boosting tourism and the local         
economy. The opening of the Hadrian’s Wall path in 2003 saw a 99% increase in 
long-distance walkers and a 23% increase in day walkers who in the first 4 years 
generated £19 million and the South West Coast Path is estimated to generate 
£307 million for the regional economy annually.  
 
The current coordination and management of National Trails results in trails which 
are in very good condition and in most cases very well looked after. The           
proposals in the consultation would see considerable change in the current      
system and will be attempting something that has not been tried and tested. The 
Ramblers are keen to highlight that shift a to localism should not mean lower 
standards and levels of maintenance.  
 
Natural England’s proposal document states there will be continued central     
government investment in trail maintenance across England with more emphasis 
on Trail Partnerships taking responsibility for local delivery and management. It 
also proposes a single grant per National Trail, with indicative funding for three 
years that will be managed by Trail Partnerships.  
 
A Ramblers spokesperson said: 
 
“We’re pleased to see that the local, national and international importance of our 
national trails has been recognised as well as a commitment to central funding 
and high standards across all national trails. These proposals may bring                                      
significant changes which will ultimately transform the way National trails are 
managed. The Ramblers look forward to engaging with this consultation and for 
the full details of how these new arrangements would work in practice. This is 
necessary before we can fully understand the impact it will have on our Trails and 
the walking public.  
 
“National Trails attract tourists from across the world and bring in millions of 
pounds to our ailing rural economies and there needs to be a national gold   
standard which walkers around the world can expect paths to meet, as well as 
being adequately maintained and resourced.”  
 
The consultation will run for 8 weeks from 10th May 2012 until 5th July 2012 
(midnight). 

Wessex Wanderer:  Guided Walks on the Bristol to Weymouth     
Railway Line 
A programme of walks has again been arranged this year from stations on the 

Bristol to Weymouth railway line.  The programme started in May and runs until 

mid-October. It can be downloaded at http://www.avon-ramblers.org.uk/

wessex.htm 



 

Why not visit the Area website: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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R E M I N D E R:       

 

MENDIP RAMBLERS FREE WALKING FESTIVAL 2012 
 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND  -   
Saturday 25, Sunday 26, Monday 27 August  

 
Each day there are 3 walks starting at 10.00am  

(short  6-6½;  medium 8½-9½;  long 12-12½ miles) &  

1 shorter walk starting at 1.00pm (3½-4 miles) 

 
Please allow time for parking, choosing your walk and signing in &   

putting on boots, etc 
 

There is no charge for walking:  Please bring drink/food as there will be a 
short drink stop in the morning plus a longer lunch stop.  Please wear/
bring appropriate clothing, especially footwear (plus waterproofs if        
applicable). 
 
Well behaved dogs, under close control, welcome but must be put on a 
lead when requested by the walk leader or back marker. 
 

Tea and cake will be available in the village hall  
after each walk – for a small donation 

 
All walks start from  

The village hall, Fosse Way, Stratton-on-the-Fosse, Shepton Mallet, BA3 

4QQ 

Grid Ref:  ST 658 510OS  -   Explorer Map 142: Shepton Mallet & Mendip 

Hills East 

 
Enquiries:  Please telephone Paula on 01458 86075, 

Gus on 01749 840349 or Clive on 01749 382064 
OR see:  www.mendipramblers.co.uk  
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
This is the last newsletter I will be producing.  Please send any contributions for 
the next issue to the new editor on or before 30 September 2012. 
 
Diane Smith 50 Rowan Place Weston Super Mare North Somerset BS24 7RQ 
E-mail: diane91@hotmail.co.uk 
Telephone: 01934 520746 mob: 07540403247 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales .   
Company registration number: 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales number: 1093577.   

registered charity in Scotland, number: SC039799. 
Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

Bradford on Avon Walking Festival 14 -16 September 2012 
 

The first ever Bradford on Avon Walking Festival with the title – Valleys, Views 
and Vineyards – will be held over the weekend of 14-16 September and details of 
all the walks can be found on the Festival website www.walkbradfordonavon.org.  
The festival offers something for walkers of all ages, interests and abilities. 
  
There are specialist walks for photographers, bird watchers, herbalists and those 
interested in the history of Bradford on Avon which goes back to Roman times 
and has links to medieval pilgrimage routes. The countryside around the town is 
ideal for walking, whether it is a gentle stroll or a more serious walk. The Festival 
has something for everyone. 

HF Ramblers Taster Weekends 
 
If you are a group organiser and would like to attend an exclusive Ramblers   
Taster Holiday later in the year, HF Holidays will be holding two more. The first is 
at their Country House in Brecon, Brecon Beacons, from 5 September; the      
second is at their house at Haytor, Dartmoor, from 26 October. Both holidays are 
3 nights, Full Board and cost just £49 per person. For more information and to 
register your interest, please contact Tamsin at: 
 
tamsinkirkpatrick@hfholidays.co.uk. 


