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efinitive Map

ts of way to be recorded,

o then sent their survey to their local highway
a definitive map of these.

Not all parishes acted in good faith and failed to record their paths. Mistakes were made
in the information provided by them and drafting errors occurred.

The 1981 Act laid out the process for making changes to this map. This is called a
Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO Application.

2000 Act stated that all mistakes had to rectified by 2026. So if a right of way was missed
off an application had to be made by Jan 1 2026



The Definitive Map

To Registers  1ogin

* Explore Somerset
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Barrows

Hill

Legal Status: Footpath
Parish: Haselbury Plucknett CP
Summary: 1 Assigned Issue

-

Limitations

Statement

The junction of footpaths 2,3,4
and 5 and runs through fields to

Amendments

That part of footpath Y 11/6
running from its junction wi

'~ Additional
Information




ling Lost Paths

olunteers to compare the 1888 to
1e Bartholomew map with the 2020 OS
missing Footpaths and Bridleways.

eers looked at every square in England and Wales,
Brian did 3,100

* The paths found were then validated by a different
volunteer.



1888 to 1913 OS Map
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tholomew 1897 to 1907 Map
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The OS Map
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Lost Paths

were found In Somerset
found can be claimed.

y may have been legally stopped up, diverted, built
over, lost due to quarrying or at the bottom of a reservoir



How Do We Get a Lost Path Onto
The Definitive Map

* The Definitive Map Modification Application

\We either have to prove 20 years of use without let or
hindrance.

Or find sufficient evidence to prove on a balance of
probabilities that the right of way existed in the past,
has never been legally stopped up or diverted
because Once a highway always a highway. Lack of
use for however long does not stop the route having it
rights

If we are claiming on historical evidence from maps etc
then the application must be submitted prior to Jan 1
2026. Evidence can be added to the application
subsequently



Do we Get The Evidence From

Turnpike Records 5 if turnpike route 3 if

links to turnpike

Inclosure Exchange Records Upto3

Parish / Estate /Manorial Maps 2 for each one to

a max of 4

Railway and Canal Record )




re Do we Get The Evidence
From

Main Road Orders

Ordnance Survey Boundary Records

Inland Revenue Valuation (Finance Act 1910)

Handover Maps

Ministry of Food Farm Survey Records



DMMO Application
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DMMO Application
for Merryfield Way
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Application
/field Way


https://www.somersetramblers.co.uk/images/Area/Generalpdffiles/merryfield_lane_application.pdf

oad



https://dontloseyourway.ramblers.org.uk/

*The Surveying Authority for an
area is the top tier of local
government (e.g. a county
council or unitary authority).

**In Wales, the Welsh Assembly
Government takes the place of
the Secretary of State.

***Modifications that require
advertisement are those that
affect land which was unaffected
by the original Order.

DMMO Application Process

DMMO application received by Surveying Authority*

v

Authority ‘determines’ application (i.e. decides if the evidence supports the ‘reasonable allegation’ that the right exists)

& \

Authority decides ‘reasonable allegation’ can be made, so
has a duty to make a legal order to record the right

Authority decides ‘reasonable allegation’ cannot be made, so may
not make a legal order to record the right

v

Order is made and advertised to the public,
allowing 42 days for objections or comments

v —

Pl ———

rObiections received

Applicant accepts
decision: application
is abandoned

Applicant thinks Authority has
made wrong assessment of the
facts and appeals to the

I | No obiections received

v

v

Secretary of State (SoS)**

‘/\L

Order must be sent to the Secretary of State** (in
practice the Planning Inspectorate) for a decision

Authority confirms Order and the right
is recorded on the Definitive Map

An Inspector appointed
by the SoS agrees the

An Inspector
appointed by the SoS

v

S

An Inspector considers
written evidence or holds a
Public Inquiry and decides
evidence supports the
existence of the right

An Inspector considers
written evidence or holds a
Public Inquiry and decides
evidence does not support
the existence of the right

An Inspector considers
written evidence or holds a
Public Inquiry and decides
evidence supports the Order
but in a modified form

v

v

e e

Authority made wrong
assessment of evidence
and directs Authority
to make an Order

decides the Authority
made the right
assessment of the
evidence and declines
to direct the Authority
to make an Order

v

Order is
confirmed and
the right is
recorded on the
Definitive Map

Order is not
confirmed.
Application
fails

Inspector’s proposed modifications do
not require advertisement. Order is
confirmed as modified and Definitive
Map is updated accordingly

Inspector’s proposed modifications require advertisement.
The public has 42 days to comment or object

Application
fails

P il

| No obiections received

‘ [ Obiections received

v

v

Order may be
confirmed as modified.
Definitive Map
updated accordingly

Inspector considers objections and
the evidence in support of the Order
and decides whether to confirm the
modified Order

v >

<
Inspector confirms Order
ar is recorded
on the Definitive Map

Inspector decides not Inspector decides to make
to confirm Order. further modifications that
Application fails. require advertisement***




Somerset Area's Proposed Process

* Work with The Rambler DLYW project to define the system and
process

* Consult with Somerset County Council Rights of Way to agree what
they want.

* All DMMO applications submitted in the name of the ramblers must
be approved by Les Stather and Brian Lucas

* Where possible work with Group Footpath Officer to classify the
paths identified in the DLYW project into.

Already covered by an existing DMMO
Path has been legally closed or diverted

Path goes nowhere

* Work with Group Footpath Officer to identify paths that would be
useful to the network.

e Check with Parish Councill.



SUues

ver 300 open DMMO applications
t 12 a year,

pick these DMMO applications
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