
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 23rd January 2016 

Members Present Gus Halfhide Chair 
 Edward Levy Treasurer 
 Phil Bisatt Taunton Deane 
 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 
 Robin Downton Woodspring 
 Les Stather Webmaster 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 
 Joan Gubbin Newsletter 
 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor 
 Alan Chick Sedgemoor 
 Guy Emery SWAG 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   
1.Apologies   
 David Thompson  
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 17th October 2015 

The Minutes were accepted with the following corrections: 

Phil Bisatt was omitted from the list of attendees. 

Para 12. The date of the next meeting is 23rd January 2016. 

3. Matters Arising  

Para 5.4  SofS means Secretary of State 

The Action should be added to the action table. 

Membership Secretary -  Letter to new members amend to:– A letter is sent out on behalf of area to 

all new members. 

The Chairman will write a note to attach to the area newsletter inviting all unaffiliated members to 

join a group, setting out the advantages. 

         Action 23.1  Chairman 

Action 15.1  The secretary reported that event insurance was not appropriate for the risks that 

are run by the Area Walking Weekend.  It is difficult to see a reason that would cause us to cancel, 

and that insurance will cover at a reasonable rate.  By structuring the payments so that the money is 

received before we are committed to pay the hotel, we remove any risk to Somerset Ramblers, 

although individuals may wish to cover themselves for their own risk.  Walk leaders are covered by 

the standard Ramblers insurance for their risks. 

It was agreed that the insurance was not necessary and to close the action. 

Action 15.2  The secretary reported that the Charity Commission rules appear to allow charities 

to sponsor activities that carry some financial risk, providing that they support the aims and 

objectives of the charity.  However it is up to the trustees to decide what is allowable, and they have 

ruled against our walking weekend.  As reported we are structuring the payments so that Somerset 

Area funds are not put at risk by the Walking Weekend. 



Hidden Action. The secretary has sent a book token to the retiring Vice Chairman as instructed and 

received a thank you e mail.  His medical issues are still not resolved, although the more obvious 

things have been ruled out. 

4. Treasurers Report  

There is nothing to add to the report presented. 

The year end accounts have been prepared for the AGM. 

Shirley raised the departure of the West Somerset Treasurer, the difficulty of getting a replacement 

and the options available.  It was pointed out that the Group had to operate a bank account, present 

accounts to their AGM and manage the finances. Providing they can do that, and providing they 

follow their constitution, they were OK. The Chairman took an action to investigate the necessity for 

a Group Treasurer. 

Action 23.1 Chairman 

5. Area Officers and Group Representatives 

Newsletter  

The editor reported that she was still not getting all group reports, and invited members to take a 

copy of her email address to facilitate sending Group News. 

Footpath Officer 

In addition to the report: 

Somerset have still not resolved the situation at Lovington, but have sent the diversion out for 

consultation, and it is hoped that this is starting to move to a resolution. 

However there are still 3 longstanding obstructions in South Somerset, that the Council were 

notified of by the previous Footpath Secretary in 2011.  The Footpath Secretary will find out the 

status, and warn the County that unless we are satisfied with the progress we will raise a section 130 

request for 2 of them.  The third involves a building and section 130 is not appropriate. 

The deregulation Act, requires regulations to tell you how to operate it.  We are awaiting the 

regulations regarding footpaths.  Ramblers are represented on the committee advising the SofS on 

the regulations, and it was intended that they would be published in April 2016. Tis date will not be 

met, which would normally delay them until October, however the committee is endeavouring to 

get them published as soon as they are ready. 

The Woodspring diversion has not been formally raised, but a solution to a longstanding problem 

has been agreed.  The path crosses several rimes where no bridges have been provided. 

There is an application going through County for a footpath following an application by the 

bridleways association for a bridleway on a lane in Illminster.  It has been objected to by the 

bridleways association who say it should be a bridleway, but more worryingly by the landowners 

who say it should be neither. It was missed off the definitive map as it was thought to be a road, but 

closure would leave 2 footpaths unusable.  Permission to represent Ramblers at the Public enquiry 

was agreed. 



There has been a longstanding problem around a farm near Crewkerne which is on a number of long 

distance footpaths including the Monarch’s Way.  Following a site meeting we have now come up 

with a solution to the problem. 

The report contains the answer to action 17.1 and notes that the County still want to be notified of 

problems with crops. It was agreed to highlight the Council reply in Somerset Rambler. 

The official opening of the Coast Path where it has been diverted by the Hinkley Point power station 

works, is being arranged by Natural England.  They would like Ramblers to be represented, and to 

use the path and publicise it.  The FP secretary will meet with County to find more details, and will 

advise of the date when known. 

The Webmaster reported that the Ramblers website now had a facility to see where walks had been 

started from, and give a good clue to the availability of Car Parking. 

Membership Secretary 

Nothing to add 

Group Reports 

SWAG Guy Emery has taken on the Chairmanship, but reported that it was difficult to get younger 

members to join the committee. 

Social media is used to organise and promote the programme, and is successful in recruiting new 

members. 

Other groups also use the internet to help organise their programmes and found that people usually 

step forward to fill gaps when they appear. 

Sedgmoor reported the difficulty of recruiting younger members, and the consequent rising age 

profile. 

It was pointed out that Ramblers was not just about organising walks, but had a much wider remit, 

that was supported by the many members that did not walk with groups. 

Woodspring reported that it was their 25th anniversary this year, and had some sort of social event 

on about 40 of the 52 weeks in the year, and that this helped to promote the group and encourage 

people to take part. 

Mendip  reported their 40th anniversary celebrations. 

West Somerset reported that they had many people keen to walk, but not to take part in other 

activities such as the committee. 

6. Area Walking Weekend 

The Hotel is booked, the medium and long walks are organised, and leaders appointed.  We have 

about 75 people booked, but need more people to lead short walks. 

It was agreed that the issue of members partners who were not members themselves would be left 

to the discretion of the organisers. 

People applying after the deadline should be put on a reserve list. 



It was agreed that the walks should not be put on walk finder.  Providing that it is an organised walk 

led by a ramblers member they are insured.  The secretary was actioned to confirm this. 

Action 23.2 Secretary 

7. AGM 

All arrangements are now confirmed and are on the website as are the minutes of the last AGM. The 

chairman’s report will be promulgated when written. 

New Area Council members should be encouraged to see how things work to hopefully take over 

positions in due course. 

The Auditor is prepared to continue if the new treasurer wishes.  The proposed new Treasurer 

agreed to contact the auditor to agree his reappointment. 

David Thompson had volunteered to represent Somerset at General Council, but the second 

attendee was left to be confirmed. 

Mr Church, the representative from Ramblers HQ will not need any special facilities and will be 

happy to answer questions. 

Directions to the General Council Representatives.  We will be unable to follow this up as the 

motions will not be known before our AGM. 

There will be no AOB unless there is a burning issue on the day, at the Chairman’s discretion. 

8. General Council  2nd to 3rd April 2016 

An annual meeting where area delegates approve the report and accounts and elect the Trustees. 

Delegates can propose motions for debate and on approval instruct the board of Trustees to take 

certain actions. 

The Board of Trustees are legally accountable General Council is not.  Thus the Trustees cannot be 

instructed to do something that they believe would be illegal or against the b constitution of the 

Ramblers they can refuse to comply. 

Last year the board surveyed members with some proposals on governance, and proposed a motion 

which was not well received by General Council. In particular a proposal for one member one vote 

was turned down as it was clear that the cost had not been investigated.  It was not clear that this 

would be an improvement in democracy, and may lead to the board being taken over by special 

interests. 

The Board have again raised this as a motion, and the Kent Area have raised an open letter to the 

trustees asking Ramblers HQ to pass it on to the Trustees and Area Chairmen. HQ refused on the 

doubtful grounds that it would breach the data protection act.  HQ referred it to the Chairman of the 

Board who responded that he saw no reason why Kent thought that they had a right or reason to 

communicate with other group officers, or even Trustees for that matter.  Kent therefore searched 

online and sent the letter to any that they could find.  This will be an issue for General Council.  The 

survey is available online and members should be encouraged to fill it in. 

Delegates must register by the 20th February. 



It was agreed that the members representing Somerset were authorised to vote as they saw fit, 

taking into account any views expressed beforehand by other members. 

It was suggested that HQ should be invited to make non-members register with an email address 

when using walkfinder, to enable them to contact non-members, who use the site several times, to 

point out the benefits of membership to try and persuade them to join. 

11. AOB 

The Secretary has received an email from Taunton Deane Bridleway Association asking if Somerset 
ramblers would like to make a contribution to the cost of a permissive bridleway on the edge of the 
Quantocks.  

HQ have advised that other than a nominal amount this was not allowed as it does not directly 
support walking. 

The Secretary asked whether footpaths should be shown on planning application maps. The 
Footpath Secretary confirmed that footpaths were not normally shown, except where it is proposed 
to move the footpath to enable approval.  Planning authorities are only obliged to consult where it is 
proposed to move or extinguish rights of way. 

12. Date of the next meeting 

11th June 2016 at 10:00 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton 

The meeting closed at 11:59. 

15.1 Secretary to investigate event insurance for the 
area walking weekend 

Secretary Closed 

15.2 Secretary to investigate the Charity Commission 
rules on the legitimacy of activities supported by 
charities. 

Secretary Closed 

17.1 To ask Somerset County Council how many 
cropping orders were raised in 2015 

Footpath 
Secretary 

Closed 

23.1 To report to the secretary the date for the 
opening of the coast path 

Footpath 
Secretary 

 

23.2 To find the requirements for a walk leader to be 
covered by ramblers insurance 

Secretary  

 


