
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 24th January 2015 

Members Present Gus Halfhide Chair 
 Roger Conway Vice Chair 
 Ed Levy Treasurer 
 Mervyn King South Somerset 
 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 
 Joan Gubbin Somerset Rambler 
 Tony Fawle Sedgmoor 
 David Thompson Woodspring 
 Sue Ferguson Clevedon 
 Ruth Goodland South Somerset 
 Philip Bisatt Taunton 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   

1. Apologies Les Stather  
 Anita Dale  
 Paula Ruddock  
 Sue Shewan  
 Guy Emery  
 David Jones  
 Robin Downton  
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 18th October 2014 

 

The minutes were accepted with the following corrections: 

 

Paragraph 3g:  should read PDF 

 

Paragraph 5 should read:  West Somerset They had picked up 

 

Add David Thompson to apologies list 

 

3. Matters Arising  

 

26.5  and 26.6 Actions closed to be taken at the area footpath secretaries meeting.  It was 

pointed out that even after lost paths were claimed nothing would happen for a while as 

Somerset had a 12 year backlog, and other authorities were in a similar position. 

 

26.8  Keep open for one more meeting. Gus will review our ability to identify these groups 

and report at the next meeting. 

 

12.1  It was agreed that all groups apart from Taunton Dene, who will review their objection, 

and that all groups would let Joan know when they need the PDF to add to programme. 

Action 24.1 

 

Groups will need to ask the treasurer for additional funding if their printing costs increase. 

 



18.1  This is working, action closed 

 

18.2  A blank keyring was shown which would cost about 20p if 1000 were bought.  The Vice 

Chair proposed that we spend £202.50 to purchase 1000 and distribute to groups as 

required.  This was agreed by the council. 

 

PMN.  The use of the key ring would not equate to the one produced by South as it would 

not be easily opened to read the detail.  This was reported by email and the subject will be 

reviewed at the next meeting. 

 

The Chair will organise a talk on walkfinder at the next meeting. 

 

4. Treasurers Report 

 

Nothing to add to the report.  However the Treasurer highlighted the difficulties over the 

deposit for the St Maws hotel.  The Treasurer consulted HQ and was told that he could not 

fund this sort of activity, even though it was only temporary.   

 

The Vice Chair found this unacceptable, and had written to the Chair with his views and 

requesting onward transmission to Ramblers HQ.  As yet no answer has been received.  

Failing a satisfactory answer this will be pursued at the general council. 

 

5. Reports from Area Officers 

 

Secretary 

 

Nothing to say. 

 

Holiday 

 

The holiday is full with a waiting list, and the walks are being organised. 

 

Footpath Secretary   

 

The only thing to add is the suggestion from the County to rationalise the paths around 

Stogoursey.  The Footpath Secretary supports this proposal and agreed with Anne 

Foxhuntley that she would attend the meeting with the county and report back.  The 

meeting has been held and Carl with request a report from Anne. 

 

Shirley Jeffray requested that footpath matters in West Somerset should be referred to their 

Chairman as they currently have no Footpath Secretary. 

 

Taunton Deane council set up the West Deane Way but have said that they no longer have 

the resources to maintain it.  If no one will take this on the OS will delete it from the map.  

Taunton Deane Group have been asked to take it on, and were actioned to discuss at report 

back. 

 

Action 24.2 



 

Membership Secretary  

 

No report this time, but the groups now get their own reports. 

 

Website  

 

Nothing to add to the brief report. 

 

Mendip 

 

Nothing to add 

 

Woodspring  

 

Nothing to add 

 

Clevedon  

 

Nothing to add 

 

West Somerset  

 

Nothing to add 

 

Taunton Deane 

 

Taunton Deane are looking for pictures to illustrate a Somerset Calendar for 2016.  They 

were asked to produce a definition of the photos required for the secretary to circulate, and 

the item would be added to the June agenda. 

  

Newsletter  

 

Nothing to add 

 

6. AGM Saturday 21st February 2015 at Long Sutton Village Hall  

 

South Somerset have all in hand, and will send the invoice to the Treasurer. 

 

Ramblers HQ have agreed to send a speaker, but have not confirmed who.  The secretary 

will send a further email requesting confirmation. 

 

The agenda was agreed. The meeting unanimously agreed that the Chairman had to produce 

the report. 

 

The Treasurer would circulate his report, and had confirmed with the auditor that he was 

happy to continue. 

 



The Officers apart from the Membership Secretary agreed to stand for one more year.  

Roger Conway and Joan Gubbin agreed to continue to cover the publicity.  Paula Ruddock 

has agreed to continue as an independent member but Lyndsey Haigh has not. The 

Chairman will contact Lyndsey. 

 

The final draft agenda is appended below. 

 

PMN.  The speaker will be Christine O'Byrne who is a member of the Ramblers Board of 

Trustees. 

 

PMN.  The Long Sutton Village Hall is at ST 469 256, TA10 9NT.  It is just off the A372 on the 

B3165, just east of Langport.  About 5 K (3 miles) from the Podimore roundabout. 

PMN.  The next Group in the sequence for hosting the AGM is Taunton Deane. 

Action 24.3 Taunton Deane to propose the date and venue for the 2016 AGM at the next 

area meeting. 

7. General Council 

 

The General Council will be held on the 28th and 29th March 2015 in Cambridge. 

 

It was agreed that Roger Conway and Les Stather would be the Somerset Area delegates. 

 

No motions have been circulated yet, but we need to brief our delegates on our required 

response.  If they are not available in time we will have to allow our delegates to make up 

their own minds on the day.  The motions will be circulated, to the area council, by email for 

comment to Les or Roger making clear whether it is a personal or group comment. 

 

8. Governance and Vision  

 

A paper on Governance and Vision was supposedly circulated last year.  Less than 1% of the 

members replied.  Discussions on ramblers net have not been supportive.  The constitution 

of the areas would be radically revised, simplifying the management but putting much more 

responsibility on the area leader.  A shift from the bureaucratic structure is needed to bring 

it up to date for the 21st century.  It also needs to recognise that a large proportion of 

members do not walk, so groups should concentrate on the walk programme with Area 

concentrating on the politics. 

 

9. Somerset Rights of way Improvement Plan 

 

Somerset Ramblers have been invited to provide a response.  The Footpath Secretary will 

collate the response, with the Chairman and Vice Chairman will form a subcommittee with 

the Footpath Secretary to agree the response. 

 

Action. 24.3 All to comment to the Footpath Secretary 

 

 

 



10. High Ham Enquiry 

 

The Footpath Secretary summarised the situation with the footpath at High Ham which 

Somerset County Council had been ordered to delete from the definitive map by the latest 

enquiry.  There would be an opportunity to object to the closure when the order is 

published.  We could only object if we could show some new evidence.  The Footpath 

Secretary has identified a specialist researcher, who will look for new evidence, but will need 

to have her expenses paid.  It was agreed that up to £500 would be provided for these 

expenses and the Footpath Secretary should go ahead. 

 

11. Any Other Business 

 

The Chairman has been contacted by a lady in Sedgmoor district who wants to divert a path 

around her lambing shed.  The council have proposed a more limited diversion which would 

not be as convenient for walkers, and she was asking for our support. The Footpath 

Secretary was aware of this and the Sedgmoor Footpath Secretary is dealing with it. 

 

Path Watch.  Ramblers have got some £300000 from Ramblers Holidays to survey every path 

in England and Wales.  It will be launched at the General Council in March, but has not been 

well thought through.   

 

Health Walks.  Both Clevedon and Woodspring had approached their local Health Walk 

coordinators and been rebuffed as they felt that they were funded elsewhere and may lose 

this funding if they joined with Ramblers groups.  Both Groups were invited to report this to 

Susie Corfield at Ramblers HQ, who had given the talk at the October meeting. 

 

Blocked path at Arlington.  The Footpath Secretary was aware of the problem, as bridging 

the ditch was not required under the section 130 order the council believed that they had 

done everything necessary. 

 

The Chairman wanted to make sure that South Somerset were aware that Mendip Ramblers 

working party have been working in South Somerset. 

 

12. Date of the next meeting.   

 

Saturday 13th June 2015 at Tauntfield Close starting at 10:00. 

 

13. The meeting closed at 12:06 

 

Action Grid 

 

Action    

26 – 5 Group Footpath Secretaries to look for lost 
footpaths in their areas 

Group Footpath 
Secretaries 

Closed 

26 - 8 Groups to create a list of non-affiliated walking 
groups in their area 

Groups Continues 



12.1 To review the feasibility of electronic distribution 
of the Area newsletter 

Group Reps Complete ex. 
Taunton 

18.1 Copy reports to the newsletter editor before the 
deadline. 

All Closed 

18.2 Secretary to investigate the costs of key rings Secretary Closed 
See Post 
Meeting 
Note 

24.1 Groups to report the required by date for the 
area newsletter to Joan 

All  

24.2 Taunton Deane to consider taking over the 
maintenance of the West Deane Way  

Taunton Deane  

24.3 All to comment on the Somerset Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan 

All  

    

 

 



SOMERSET AREA RAMBLERS - 41st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

To be held at Long Sutton Village Hall on the 21st February 2015 at 2pm  

 

Agenda 

1. Opening remarks from the chair:   

2. Apologies for absence: 

3. Minutes of A.G.M. held on 8th February 2014:  

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  

5. Receipt and adoption of the Annual Report:  

6. Receipt and adoption of the statement of accounts:  

7. Election of Honorary Officers: 

 

Chairman  

Vice-Chairman  

Treasurer  

Footpath Secretary  

Membership Secretary  

Webmaster  

Newsletter Editor  

Publicity Officer.  

 

8. Election of two individual members  

9. Appointment of an independent examiner:  

10. Membership numbers:  

11. Speaker from Ramblers HQ 

 


