
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 26th April 2014 

Members Present Gus Halfhide Chair 
 Ed Levy Treasurer 
 Mervyn King South Somerset 
 Paul Wright Area Footpath Secretary 
 Carl Earl Area Media 
 Joan Gubbin Somerset Rambler 
 Ruth Goodland South Somerset 
 Robin Downton Woodspring 
 Anita Dale Clevedon 
 Sue Shewan Clevedon 
 Dian Knight Membership 
 Les Stather Mendip 
 Shirley Shewan West Somerset 
 Guy Emery SWAG 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   

1. Apologies Roger Conway  
 David Thompson  
 Lindsey Haigh  
 Paula Ruddock  
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 18th January 2014 

It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting on the 26th October 2013 were a true and fair record, 

after correcting the date in paragraph 2 to read 26th October 2013. 

It was also agreed that the minutes would no longer be signed but would be recorded as approved 

at the next meeting. 

3. Matters Arising  

a. Newsletter.  After some discussion It was agreed that the newsletter would continue 

in black and white until its purpose had been better defined.  If it was reporting to 

existing members black and white was adequate, but colour would make it more 

useful as publicity to attract new members. 

Carl Earl, Joan Gubbin and Di Knight were asked to form a subcommittee to review 

the use of the newsletter and report back to the Council 

    

 Action 26 - 1 

b. AOB.  Ramblers HQ are working on a system to improve membership renewal where 

it is not automatically done by direct debit. 

 

c. Shirley Jeffray and Anne Fox Huntley presented their apologies for not attending the 

AGM 

 

4. Treasurers Report 

 

Nothing further to add. 

 



5. Reports from Area Officers 

 

Footpath Secretary – Nothing to add, except to note that there is a Public enquiry over the 

footpath at Bruton. 

 

Membership Secretary - A report was presented at the meeting. 

 

Website – Nothing to report 

 

Woodspring – Requested that all correspondence should be sent to the Chairman until 

further notice. 

 

SWAG – reported a successful use of a meet app for sending information to members and 

organising their walk programme.  It also helps to recruit new members. 

 

The Footpaths secretary raised the problem of getting a response from Peter Hobley. 

 

Les Stather took an action to write to Eve Winn, the Warden in South Somerset, questioning 

the lack of use of the Mendip working party, with copies to the Footpath Secretary and the 

Area Footpath Advisor. 

 

      Action 26 – 2 

 

6. Somerset Walking Festival A report from the Somerset Walking Festival steering group had 

been circulated and there was nothing to add.  The subject of bridging walks (between 

health walks and normal programme walks) was covered under item 10. 

 

7. Covered under item 5. 

 

8. Area Media Officer.  Carl Earl reported that he was defining the role of the Area Media 

Officer, and would be writing to Group Media Officers, setting out his view of the 

relationship, and requesting them to pass on stories that deserve a wider audience.  Where 

Groups did not have a Media Officer, he would address the letter to Group Chairmen, 

offering to provide support. 

 

      Action 26 – 3 

The Chairman was actioned to revise and promulgate the process for handling media 

questions 

      Action 26 – 4 

 

9. Item deleted 

 

10. Report from General Council 

 

Les Stather and Gus Halfhide attended General Council as delegates from Somerset Area. 

 

General impressions.  Organisation was good, but the workshops were box ticking, not 

seeking membership views. 



Issues arising relevant to Somerset. 

 

Community walks and links to health walks to be picked up by the festival as agreed. 

 

Lost Paths.  These are paths that are used but not recorded on the definitive map, or were 

missed off the definitive map in 1947.  This use is covered under common law.  However the 

common law right will be extinguished in 2026.  Groups have been asked to identify any 

paths in their areas that come under this heading. The bridleway association has claimed 

many of these paths, and Somerset have confirmed that all paths on our list are covered 

elsewhere. Somerset have a backlog, and it currently takes about 10 years to get to a 

conclusion.  However it is expected that paths that have been claimed will still be added 

after the 2026 deadline. 

 

Group Footpath Secretaries are requested to review their areas to see if there are any lost 

footpaths in their area. 

      Action 26 – 5 

 

 

Group Councils are to review lost paths at their meetings. 

      Action 26 – 6 

 

General Council suggested that, with the General Election looming, Groups should contact 

their local MP and invite him/her to come on a walk with them.  This provides a contact 

when issues come up in Parliament or government. 

 

The third issue was publicity, but this had been covered earlier in the meeting. 

 

Should we write to new members setting out the wider aspects of the work that the 

Association does, and encouraging them to take part. 

 

A draft letter has been prepared and will be circulated for comment.  Les Stather will provide 

the draft letter. 

      Action 26 – 7 

 

The Ramblers are to survey all footpaths in the country. 

 

11. Any Other Business 

 

There are lots of small groups who use the footpaths without realising the work that 

Ramblers do to keep the footpaths open.  Groups are to list any that they know of and pass 

the list to Joan Gubbin to send them a newsletter to introduce us. 

      Action 26 – 8 

 

At the AGM it was decided that the Countryside and Access posts were not filled. Gus will 

clarify the result of the action to clarify the requirements for this post. 

      Action 26 – 9 

 



The Treasurer raised the need to change the signatories on the bank account to include the 

new secretary. 

 

It was agreed that Mike Plaskitt would be added to the authorised signatories on the Area 

bank account. 

 

The Chair and Secretary will review the requirement for Area Council meetings and bring a 

proposal back to the meeting. 

      Action 26 – 10 

 

12. Date of the next meeting.  Saturday 12th July 2014 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton, commencing 

at 10 a.m 

 

Action Grid 

 

Action   

26 - 1 Subcommittee to be formed to review the use of the 
newsletter 

Carl Earl, Joan 
Gubbin and Di 
Knight 

26 - 2 Letter to Eve Winn asking why the Mendip Group working 
party was not being used in South Somerset. 

Les Stather 

26 - 3 Area Media Officer to write to Group Media Officers setting 
out his role 

Area Media 
Officer 

26 – 4 The Chair to revise and promulgate the process for handling 
media questions 
 

Chair 

26 – 5 Group Footpath Secretaries to look for lost footpaths in their 
areas 

Group Footpath 
Secretaries 

26 – 6 Group Councils are to review lost paths at their meetings. 
 

Groups 

26 - 7 Comment on draft of the letter to new members All 

26 - 8 Groups to create a list of non-affiliated walking groups in 
their area 

Groups 

26 - 9 Chair to clarify rhe requirement for posts not filled at the 
AGM 

Chair 

26-10 Chair and Secretary to review the requirement for area 
council meetings 

Chair/secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


