
DRAFT Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 14th January 2012 
 
 
Members present: Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Tony Goverd, President 

Roger Conway, Vice-Chair  
Rod Porter, Secretary 

   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
Paul Wright, Footpath Secretary   

   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary        
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor & Publicity Officer 

Les Stather, Webmaster 
Mary Henry, Independent Member 
Tony Fawle, Sedgemoor Group 
Ruth Goodland & Mervyn King, South Somerset Group 

   David Thompson, Woodspring Group 
   Keith Oldham, Clevedon Group  
   Kate Turner, S.W.A.G. 
 
Also present:    Adrian Kellett, Somerset Campaign Team          
         
1. Apologies:  Rod Senior, Access Officer  
   Hugh Pratt, Countryside Secretary 

Bill Tate, Independent Member 
Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
Diane Knight, Clevedon Group  

    
2. Minutes of meeting held 29th October 2011: Agreed.   
  
3. Matters arising:  The AGM booklet has been produced and is ready for distribution. 
Unfortunately, our printers omitted some of the agreed text - additional details of the morning 
walk and the independent examiner’s statement re the annual accounts – and will make a 
£35 reduction on their bill. 
      
4. Reports from Area Officers & Group Representatives: Ahead of the meeting and as an 
exception, Council members were asked to limit reports to any urgent matter that requires an 
Area decision. 
Countryside Secretary: In late November Hugh Pratt distributed a Hinkley Point C 
consultation report commissioned by Wraxall and Failand Parish Council. This addressed 
concerns re the proposed erection of pylons to carry 400KV transmission lines and put 
forward a costed underground solution.  
Area has now been requested to endorse the report.  
As many present had not read the document, it was AGREED that Council members send 
comments on the report to the Area Secretary by 31st January and that he then formally 
responds to Hugh.  
 
5. Proposed Somerset Walking Festival: Council members appreciated the time and effort 
put in by the Steering Group on a redrafted project plan and supporting papers. 
After a great deal of discussion it was AGREED that a feasibility study should be 
commissioned and that the Steering Group be tasked with the following: 
- Identifying all aspects that will need to be covered by a feasibility study including the 
structure of a management committee, terms of reference, level of delegated authority, etc. 
- Putting an estimated cost to this, explaining how it has been calculated and how it would be 
funded. 



- Recommending how we advertise the consultancy position, our initial thoughts being that it 
should go out to tender rather than at a fixed price. 
- Drafting a report of their findings and distributing this by e-mail to Area Council members by 
the end of February. 
- Requesting comments by mid-March and incorporating these into a second draft for 
distribution ahead of our next meeting on 31st March. 
 
6. Nominations to go forward to the Area AGM: The following officers are willing to seek 
re-election and it was AGREED that Area puts forward such nominations – 
Chairman        Ann Foxhuntley     
Vice-Chairman      Roger Conway 
Footpath Secretary      Paul Wright   
Countryside Secretary     Hugh Pratt 
Webmaster       Les Stather 
Crucially, others now wish to stand down and, unless nominations are forthcoming, Area will 
be without a President, Secretary, Membership Secretary, Access Officer, Newsletter Editor 
and Publicity Officer. 
We therefore need volunteers to step forward to take on at least some of these roles and it 
was AGREED the Area Secretary sends out an ’S.O.S.’, referring to the role descriptions 
given on the Ramblers’ website. 
The AGM agenda also includes the election of two delegates to attend General Council (at 
Leicester, 21st & 22nd April) and, with Rosemary Docherty standing down, the election of a 
new independent examiner. 

 
7. Somerset County Council’s proposed sale of land on the Quantocks: There is of 
course a lot of opposition to this. 
As Area Countryside Secretary, Hugh Pratt was tasked with submitting comment to S.C.C. 
and this was based on the criteria detailed in the Ramblers’ Forestry Policy. 
Justin Cooke, Senior Policy Officer at Central Office, shares our concerns on this issue and 
suggests (i) contacting and working with CPRE Somerset and (ii) asking him to arrange a 
Walking Environment team meeting to get an official o.k. for Central Office assistance. 
It was AGREED that the Area Secretary asks Hugh to take this on board.  
 
8. Update on issues outstanding:  
a. Mary Henry has confirmed that Legs Explore will not be re-activated. The Group’s bank 
account should be closed and Edward Levy will progress this.  
b. Updated guidance on data protection can be found on the Ramblers’ website.  
In brief, there is no problem when data held is used for relevant communication within the 
association, i.e., member to member. However, when sending e-mails to multiple addresses, 
this is best done using ‘blind copies’. 
Problems arise when contact information is put in the public domain, e.g., on a web site or 
on advertising material, etc. In this case, the member’s permission should be obtained 
before any personal details are used. This applies equally to telephone numbers and e-mail 
and postal addresses.  
c. Rod Porter had been asked to consider drafting Standing Orders for adoption by Area. 
However, having looked at what is already covered by Area’s Constitution and the Code of 
Conduct, he considers that the nature of our general business does not warrant separate 
detailed rules.  
This will be formally put to Area as part of the Secretary’s report for the end of March 
meeting. 
d. We are due to have further discussion on improving communications with Affiliated Clubs 
situated within our Area boundaries.  
Having spoken to Central Office, the Area Secretary feels there is some ambiguity in the 
Ramblers’ position re such memberships and he is seeking further information.  
He will provide an update on this as part of his next report to Area. 



 
9. Items for discussion at the next meeting on 31st March: As detailed above, the 
proposed Somerset Walking Festival will again be an important agenda item as a decision 
will be required on commissioning a feasibility study. 
Additionally, the meeting will need to consider the motions going forward to General Council 
and how our delegates should exercise their vote. 
There will also be reports from the A.G.M., from Area Officers and from Groups but, if you 
wish to add any other specific item(s) to the agenda, please let the Area Secretary know as 
soon as possible. 
 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 12.15 p.m. 
 
 
 
********************************************************************************************************* 
 
 


