
The Ramblers’ Association - Somerset Area Council 
 
Minutes of  the meeting held on Saturday 28th March 2009 
 
 
Present:  Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Roger Conway, Vice-Chair 
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary & Publicity Officer  
   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary 
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor 
   Carleton Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
   Jenny Fawle, Sedgemoor Group 
   Ian Rendall, South Somerset Group 
   Geoff Taylor, West Somerset Group 
   John Ollerenshaw, Taunton Deane Group 
   Marion Davies, Woodspring Group 
   Diane Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Guy Emery, S.W.A.G. 
                  
1. Apologies:  Tony Goverd, President 
   Trevor Evans, Mendip Group 
   Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
   Lucy Adams, S.W.A.G. 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held 10th January 2009: AGREED subject to the two following 
amendments 
Item 4d. Footpath Secretary - In the paragraph re the Somerset Footpath Campaign 
Working Group, line 8 should read ‘within the Somerset Area on the county.’  
Groups Reports, Taunton Deane - The beginning of line 5 should read ‘elected new 
Chairman’. 
 
3. Matters arising: None. 
 
4. Reports: 
Written reports (attached herewith) were distributed ahead of the meeting and the 
following relates to either an update or to discussion arising. 
a. Secretary: Many thanks to Sedgemoor Group who have agreed to host the next Area 
AGM. There should be no difficulty in finding a suitable venue and the provisional date is 
Saturday 13th February 2010. A decision on whether to invite Kate Ashbrook as guest 
speaker was deferred until after our delegates report back from General Council. 
The Rights of Way performance details received from Somerset County Council show an 
increasing number of faults being reported and an increasing backlog of maintenance 
work. The Campaign Team will consider this in detail at their next meeting. 
When details of Central Office’s improved insurance arrangements are known, Rod will 
compare them to our current insurance with BTCV. It was AGREED that if there is a full 
‘match’, he will then cancel the BTCV cover and seek part refund of the annual premium.   
b. Treasurer: Since submitting her written report, Jean has received advice from Central 
Office that they have approved Taunton Deane Group’s application for a loan of £2500 
to fund a new walks booklet. However, when required, Central Office will be sending this 



amount to Jean as Area Treasurer and she will then have to pay it over to Taunton 
Deane. The money to repay the loan will subsequently be deducted by Central Office 
from the quarterly budget payments due to Area next year. 
Presumably, if the booklets do not sell as well as expected so that Taunton Deane 
cannot repay Area from sale proceeds, we will have to bear the shortfall. 
Unsurprisingly, this generated a lot of discussion during which John Ollerenshaw stated 
that he would personally guarantee full repayment. 
It was AGREED that Area accepts Central Office’s requirements subject to Jean writing 
to Taunton Deane and obtaining confirmation as follows : 
 i) All sale proceeds to be sent to Area until the loan is fully repaid, and 
 ii) Any repayment shortfall to be underwritten by the Group.  
c. Footpath Secretary: AGREED that Area adopts Carl Earl’s paper ‘Lost Ways & 2026 
Cut-Off’ and supports the actions put forward. Carl was thanked for his efforts and 
especially for explaining the position in a such a clear and straightforward way. 
The campaign team is planning to circulate members in June asking them to contact 
their new or returning County Councillors to let them know that residents in their 
divisions care passionately about Somerset’s public path network. The aim is to bring 
pressure to bear on the decision makers within the council to achieve significantly 
increased budget for Somerset’s paths.  
The proposed mailing was of course planned in conjunction with Central Office before 
they scaled down their support for local campaigns. It was therefore AGREED that Mary 
writes to Central Office requesting that postage costs incurred be met by them, i.e., not 
by Somerset Area.  
The next meeting of the Campaign Team is on Tuesday 12th May and anyone interested 
is welcome to attend. 
d. Publicity: There will not be a Use Your Paths Week this autumn. 
e. Membership: Sophie Dawson, Central Office’s Membership Development & Events 
Officer, has written inviting us to draft an Area welcome letter which will be sent to new 
members via Central Office enclosed in new members’ packs. Her belief that a welcome 
letter ‘is an integral part of the journey for a new member into the heart of the 
organisation’ did not convince us and it was AGREED to defer any decision until such 
time as current faults and delays in the membership system are rectified.  
f. Countryside: Despite strong local opposition, the Mendip Hills A.O.N.B. proposal that 
the two wardens should go is now a matter of fact. Unfortunately, there is no statutory 
requirement that A.O.N.B.s have wardens and there is a similar problem on the 
Quantocks with a ranger post unfilled. 
g. Access Officer / Area website / Area Holiday: Nothing to add to the written reports. 
 
5. Discussion re ‘suspension’ of Mendip Group’s working parties: Sarah Littler, 
Somerset County Council’s Rights of Way Manager, has asked that activities be 
suspended as she is unhappy with some aspects of work carried out by Mendip Group’s 
working parties, e.g., not putting stiles exactly on the definitive line. However, all such 
work has met with the approval of Mendip District Council’s footpath officer, the 
landowners concerned and all footpath users. 
Gus is trying to arrange a meeting with County Councillor Mrs Prior-Sankey and Rights 
of Way officers on 20th April. Hopefully, this will identify a sensible way forward and 
move away from the intransigent attitude that Sarah Littler has adopted.  
 
6. Discussion on the Ramblers’ new brand: The re-branding with its new logo is now 
in place (love it or hate it) but we have been asked to use all existing supplies of letter 
headings and compliments slips. 



The main question asked was ‘How much did it all cost?’ and information on this should 
be forthcoming at General Council. 
 
7. Instructions for delegates to General Council: A copy of Motions submitted had 
been distributed ahead of the meeting. There was general agreement that there was 
little contentious content and our delegates, Roger and Rod, were briefed as follows: 
Strongly support Motion 9 concerning the significant problems with the membership     
system and recommending that these be resolved before starting any new initiatives 
affecting volunteers and members. 
Support Motion 4 from Devon Area re climate change. 
Have full discretion when voting on all other motions.  
 
8. Group reports: These were distributed ahead of the meeting and are also attached 
herewith. 
 
9. Items for discussion at the next Area meeting on Saturday 27th June: The 
following were put forward for discussion - 
Concern re the increasing incidence of shooting near footpaths 
A further look at the Ramblers’ Code of Conduct 
 
 
 

****************************************** 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
 
Written reports from Officers and Groups 



WRITTEN REPORTS FROM AREA OFFICERS                            (March 2009) 
 
 
Secretary 
 
Many thanks to Clevedon Group for hosting the Area AGM and a special ‘well done’ to 
Marion Davies and Sue Ferguson for stepping into the breach and entertaining us with 
their talks.  
Leaping ahead to the next AGM, this is due to be hosted by Sedgemoor Group and is 
pencilled in for Saturday 13th February 2010. 
Should we now try to get Kate Ashbrook (the out-going RA Chairman) as guest 
speaker? 
 
There has been a re-organisation at Central Office and the new Walking Environment 
team officially came into being at the beginning of February. This will affect the way in 
which many of us contact Central Office as all new queries, requests for information and 
assistance, etc. should now go to the Campaigns Administrator, Martin Key (e-mail 
walking.environment@ramblers.org.uk or phone 020 7339 8584). Circular 09/08 gives 
full details. 
 
A reply has been received from Somerset County Council detailing the Rights of Way 
performance details we requested under the Freedom of Information Act. Rod will report 
on these on the 28th and pass details to the Campaign Team and to Sarah Jones at 
Central Office. 
 
We recently renewed our public liability and personal accident cover with BTCV by 
cheque for £291.95, the same amount as last year. However, it seems that Central 
Office is due to issue a circular about its own improved insurance arrangements. These 
are likely to match BTCV and, if this is so, does Area agree that we should (i) cancel the 
BTCV cover and (ii) seek refund of the premium paid? 
 
 
Treasurer 
 
Jean has now received the full amount of 2008/09 Area Entitlement and in turn has 
distributed the agreed amounts to Group Treasurers.  
 
 
Footpath Secretary  
 
Modifications - The county has introduced a new scheme for considering changes to the 
definitive map including a scorecard system for prioritisation. 
 
Somerset Area 2026 ‘Lost Ways’ - See Carl Earl’s paper. 
 
Footpath Campaign - At the campaign team’s February meeting attendees included two 
staff from central office and three additional members of Area Council. This increased 
interest and support from Area should strengthen links with the campaign team. 
Having made representations to Camelford House, central office is proposing changes 
to the allocation of duties between CO and Area as follows: 
a) Central Office Input -  



 A continued single point of contact (Sarah Jones) 

 Continued campaigns advice on general direction and campaigns techniques / 
approaches 

 Email and telephone support for specific campaigns issues 

 Attendance at meetings: agenda-dependent and at key strategic points 
throughout the life of the campaign 

 Feeding in national campaigns and policy matters of relevance and interest to the 
campaign 

 Opportunities for the campaign to connect with volunteers in other Ramblers 
Areas and Groups with similar experience of these campaign issues 

b) Area Volunteers Input - 

 Chairing campaign meetings  

 Minute taking 

 Distributing campaigns communications locally (amongst campaign team 
members and to local members) 

 Maintaining two-way contact to update the Area on campaign progress 

 A single point of contact for communications with central office (so that 
messages are not lost or do not reach people) 

Consequences of increase work at Area level have budgetary implications. CO staff 
undertook to take back to CO that the Area could run into overspend and need to draw 
on CO funds. 
Efforts are being made to curtail expenditure eg by communicating with members via 
Somerset Rambler when appropriate. However campaign needs may require a different 
time-table and may require on occasion separate newsletter. And efforts will be made to 
link timetabling of Area and Campaign meetings - again campaign needs should take 
precedence. 
Of tasks delegated to Area it was agreed Mary Henry chair campaign team meetings 
with minute-taking to be circulated. 
A meeting has been arranged between the campaign team - represented by Ann, Mary 
and Carl and SCC - Sarah Littler. Items on the agenda include working parties / 
insurance, 2026 deadline for recording rights of way and the county’s bridge survey. 
Mary will give a fuller report at the Area meeting.  
 
 
Publicity Officer 
 
30th May is Get Walking Day. Mary will liaise with Central Office and Groups to see what 
role Area has to play. This event offers a good opportunity to put walking on the map as 
a boost for health. 
 
 
Membership Report 
 
Gus has provided membership figures and supporting comments. Please see separate 
sheet. 
 
  
Countryside Officer 
As John previously reported, the Mendip Hills A.O.N.B. proposed that the two wardens 
should go - one taking early retirement and the other being made redundant. 



Unfortunately, it seems that this will be realised as at the end of March despite a petition 
signed by over 3000 people and the opposition of local parish councils, businesses and 
other organisations. If you want to see further details, there is a ‘Save Our Wardens’ 
website www.sows-on-mendip.com 
  
 
Access Officer 
David Murray, whose Central Office role includes Countryside Protection, has agreed to 
give us advice on how best to respond to Bristol Airport’s expansion plans. He states 
that one interesting / concerning issue with airport expansion is that airspace expansion 
is developed separately from airport expansion itself.  
We await David’s full reply.  
 
 
Plus Report from Owen on the website and the Area Holiday 
 
Website - I  have nearly  completed a general “tidy up” of each group section of the 
website  whilst putting up their new April to July 2009 programmes. This has involved 
adding/updating archive sections and information sections. I would very much like to add 
more recent photos and would appreciate receiving some!  Within the main part of the 
website I have updated area and group contact details and am currently working on a 
major revamp of the walking links and campaign pages. I now include a box on each 
page listing the date of any change. 
 
The Area Holiday - The size of the party remains at 70. There have been a couple of 
cancellations which I was able to fill immediately and I still have several people on my 
reserve list. 
 
I have provisional routes for all 12 routes on tracklogs and now that the weather is 
improving I am about to start the task of reccing them. I will first walk and finalize the 
routes people have kindly offered to lead and I hope to be able to pass on details by the 
end of April so they can then do their own recces. 
  
 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annexe to FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
“LOST WAYS” & 2026 CUT-OFF 
 
Discussion 
 
Under the CRoW Act most public rights of way which were in existence in 1949 and 
which have not been recorded on  definitive maps by 1 January 2026 will cease to have 
rights of public access. The term “lost ways” used in this context is something of a 
misnomer, as many routes are known and used by local people, but not recorded on the 
definitive map, or recorded as highways. 2026 may seem a long way ahead, but given 
the time taken to process claims for the addition of paths to the definitive map the sooner 
we consider the matter the better. Originally, the government agreed to fund a special 
project to discover and record as many “lost ways” as possible before the 2026 cut-off 
date but this has proved too expensive and difficult and has been dropped, unfortunately 
the 2026 cut-off date has not. The RA is campaigning to have the cut-off date repealed 
as a fair quid pro quo, but we cannot rely on this campaign being successful. This paper 
outlines steps which the Somerset RA can take to ensure that such routes are not lost 
forever. 
 
Examples 
 
1. There are various cases in our Area where links between existing paths, or 
between paths and the highway appear not to be recorded as rights of way. To give a 
few examples: 
Lydford-on-Fosse; Eastfield Lane is recorded as an Unmade Unclassified Road (UUR) 
for part of its route, but does not appear to be recorded as such up to the point where FP 
SM14/18 starts. If this is indeed the case, in 2026 there will be no legal right to use the 
connection and both routes will be dead-ends 
Brewham – Footpath WN 4/18 starts at the drive to Colinshay Manor, but that drive does 
not appear to be recorded as a right of way 
Hardington Mandeville – FP Y 10/38 starts at a drove-way (Cold Harbour Lane) that is 
not recorded as a right of way 
 
2. Routes known to be used, providing useful walks, but not recorded. As an example: 
in W. Bradley Detached there is a track between the metalled road and Home Covert 
(ST 594325) that is clear to use and connects with 2 other footpaths, but is not recorded 
as a RoW. 
 
Action 
 
1. I suggest we need to record all such “lost ways” known to us. This can best be done 
at Group level, using the knowledge of footpath secretaries and walk leaders, as well as 
the general membership. We would need to publicise this project in the Area Newsletter, 
as well as informing Group Committees and Footpath Secretaries. I would be prepared 
to act as co-ordinator, as well as undertake research at Somerset County Council, with 
any necessary help. 
 
2. One of the best starting points for identifying these “lost ways” is to look at the latest 
edition of the OS Explorer series map for an area known to you. This records all RoW as 
of the date stated on the edge of the map and also shows UURs as dotted green routes. 



Any white track not shown as either, is not recorded as a right of way. If it is known to be 
used locally this will be a route that needs claiming. 
 
2. Having identified such routes, we will need to check that they have not already been 
claimed. Some claims should be recorded on the SCC website and I can check with 
other likely bodies, such as the OSS and local Bridleways Associations. If a claim has 
already been made by another body we can consider supporting that claim. 
 
3. If the point in 2 does not apply we will need to make a claim to the highway authority 
(Somerset County or North Somerset Unitary as appropriate), which will require 
research for historic documentary evidence  such as Enclosure Awards, tithe maps or 
parish records, as well as user evidence of 20 years use, which will assist the claim. 
Much of this will need to be done at the local level, but I could provide help and guidance 
on what is required and where to research. 
 
4. The surveying authority (i.e. Somerset County Council or N. Somerset Unitary) also 
has a duty to keep its definitive map and statement under continuous review and it 
should not just rely on others making claims. It is suggested, therefore, that we write to 
the both highway authorities asking them what steps they are taking to actively identify 
“lost ways” and record them.  
 
It is hoped that the Area Committee will support this project, so that we do not lose paths 
through delay or inaction. 
 
Carl Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
 
 
(Presented to Somerset Area Council meeting held 28th March 2009) 



WRITTEN REPORTS FROM GROUPS                            (March 2009) 
 
 
Mendip Group   Not received  
 
 
Sedgemoor Group 
 
Walking in Paris - Members of the group enjoyed a well-organised, 3-day break to Paris 
in late January, travelling on the Eurostar.  Based at a hotel in the centre, we were able 
to enjoy the delights of Paris on foot. The group took on the challenge of organising a 
number of walks, which proved successful and a good time was had by all. 
 
Navigation course at Dunster - Twelve members took part in this course and all agreed 
that it would help them in planning when leading walks. A further course is planned in 
April for those unable to attend the first course and will be run by Edward Levy.  
 
Ramblers rebranding workshop Bath - Two of our members attended the launch of the 
re-branding, which they found interesting and enthusiastically passed the information on 
to the group. 
 
January to March walks - These have been well supported despite at times some very 
wintery and wet conditions. 
 
 
South Somerset Group Report not received (20th March 09) 
 
 
West Somerset Group 
 
We have managed to carry out our walks programme in spite of the bad weather. 
We were asked to provide a group to be led by pupils from the local school who were 
doing an outdoor education course and to report back to the teacher. They did very well 
but were surprised we were slow going uphill. We have been asked to do this again next 
year. 
 
 

 Taunton Deane 
  
February’s committee meeting opened with an address from Mary Henry on the subject 
of ‘Broadening the Membership’. Members agreed to clarify various points raised with 
the view to further discussion at their next meeting in June. 

 
 Linear Long Distance Walks etc. - In the walking programme the Macmillan Way West 
 was still supported well and the final stages were to be walked in the Summer 
 Programme. The Liberty Trail in easy stages was to be initiated then too, and certain 
 walks selected from the group’s forthcoming book of Somerset Walks would 
 appear. 
  



 The Post Christmas lunch - Held at Taunton’s Rugby Club, this was adjudged to be a 
 success, and it was agreed to use the venue again. A Barn Dance was being planned 
  
 Finance - A degree of uncertainty was felt about the present terms of group funding and, 
 with their current balance in mind, it was agreed to seek clarification over ruling on 
 amounts held by group’s specifically earmarked for future projects. 
 
 Programme - With a dwindling return from advertisers it was agreed to change the 
 format  to include more walk reports, forthcoming events and members’ advertisements. 
 With a  new, active Social Secretary it was hoped that space would be better used. 
  
 Walk Book - With the then unknown outcome of the loan application to the RA*, the sub-
 committee chairman sought financial help from the group in the event of a refusal to help 
 from Central Office. Contingency support was agreed. 
 A report circulated revealed progress on all other fronts. A few walks in distant parts of 
 the county remained to be recced. General lay-out and format agreed and a marketing 
 strategy was being finalised. It was hoped to produce a flier to be sent to all RA 
 members with an offer to purchase copies of the book at a special discounted 
 price. 
* It is now understood that the loan application has been approved. 

 
 
Woodspring Group  
 
Little to report in this section of the programme, except good numbers continuing with 
the choice of 2 walks per Sunday, despite the weather! 
 
Looking ahead to a two day walk to complete the West Mendip Way in April and our joint 
coach trip to the Weymouth area with the Clevedon Group also next month.  We are 
delighted at how popular this is proving, with many members wishing to join us for some 
lovely coastal walking. 
 
Plans are well in hand for a Group holiday to Austria and our return to the Elan Valley for 
a weekend in September.  We have found the latter very successful in the past. We 
have booked sufficient numbers to have the accommodation to ourselves and have 
walks planned using the centre’s leaders and some extended walks led by our own 
members.  It is a beautiful setting in the Autumn month. 
 
We tried another variation on our social evenings last month with a Ten Pin Bowling 
evening, ending with supper at an award winning Fish and Chip restaurant. Food always 
seems an attraction! 
 
 
Clevedon Group  
 
Our first experience this year was the pre-walk we carried out on the 17 January, for 
Central Office, for inclusion in the Ramblers guide.   Ten of our Group took part in the 
walk which went up the south side of Cheddar Gorge, through Black Rock, Beacon 
Batch, Blackmoor and Velvet Bottom Nature Reserves, returning on the north side of the 
Gorge;  a strenuous walk which provides fantastic views.  
 



The snow and ice we experienced in February made small dents in our programme, with 
the weekend walks being postponed and our Project walk for February being re-
scheduled for March.   Fortunately, there were no hitches with the pre-Area-AGM walk 
and we at Clevedon Group thoroughly enjoyed being the hosts for the Meeting. 
 
‘Keep our Paths Open’ (KOPO) is our ongoing project, with one walk per month being 
the current plan; our aim, to walk all the footpaths in our area. Already, we have 
identified problems – even a re-routed path that seems to have passed un-noticed. The 
poorly directed waymarker, at one point, resulted in our coming out onto the private road 
to the quarry;  that didn’t go down well.  
 
Di Knight attended the Branding meeting in Bath on the 20th February, to hear about the 
new focus of The Ramblers as we are now to be known and to be introduced to the new 
logo – described as “…based around an upright tree-like structure and a smooth stone – 
things you might  find on a walk …”  with the rider  “at the heart of walking “ 
 
Our first social event since Christmas has been a Quiz & Ploughman’s Supper evening – 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone even if, for most of us, it displayed our glaring lack of 
knowledge or long term memory. 
 
The new programme, for April through to July, is satisfactorily filled, with few weekend 
gaps and, most encouragingly, most Saturdays accommodated. We are experiencing 
growing numbers on our Saturday walks, their easier pace and shorter distance proving 
very popular to people who are taking up walking as a pastime. 
 
 
S.W.A.G. 
 
2009 is turning into a good year for SWAG. With every walk averaging at 
least 10 people and new faces coming along too, SWAG is going through 
something of a revival. This is backed up by the official membership figures 
- 49 in Nov 2008; 56 in Feb 2009. The new walks and social programmes are 
taking shape and include a camping weekend in May and a hostel weekend in 
August. Organising social events through our email address is proving very 
popular and this medium has helped us establish regular quiz and film 
nights. 
 
 
Legs Explore 
 
This group continues with walks concentrated in the spring and autumn programmes. It 
would be good to see some fine weather - not a repeat of the rains of last year. 
 
Extended family members are always welcome and members interested in the walk 
programme can find copies in the libraries or phone - 01370 474369 or 01823 333369.  
 
 
 

********************************************************************* 


