


Minutes of Somerset Area 51st  Annual General Meeting

The Area AGM was held on Sunday 16th February 2025 at Winscombe Community
Centre Starting at 1400

There were 31 members present

1. Apologies were received from Tony Dyson (Treasurer) David Thompson and John 
Perry

2. The minutes of the 2024 AGM were agreed with the amendment of 3 typos.
Proposed  Anthony Smith Seconded Mary Perry

3. Chairman’s  Review is appended below.

4. The audited accounts are presented below.
Robin Downton asked if the accounts had been passed to HQ and being assured that 
the correct procedure was followed agreed to propose their acceptance. Seconded by 
Anthony Smith.

5. Footpath Officer’s report. The report is appended below. A short presentation was 
given on ‘Don’t loose youe way project, and it was agreed that this project alone 
justified the existence of the Area as it gives a direct input to the County Council.

6. Election of Honorary Officers

a. Chair  Anthony Smith agreed to stand as chairman and was unopposed. 
Proposed Gerald Swayne Seconded Sandy Swayne

b. The following agreed to stand again
i. Secretary Mike Plaskitt

ii. Treasurer Tony Dyson
iii. Footpath Secretary Les Stather
iv. Membership Secretary Les Stather

There being no other candidates they were elected unopposed Proposed 
Barbara Chorley  Seconded LeslieChir

7. Independent Examiner  Tiny Dyson to advise



8. Anthony Smith and Brenda Prentice were nominated as the Somerset delegates to 
General Council

9. After some discussion it was agreed that the delegates were free to vote on the issues 
presented, but that the voting for the board members at General Council, as at present,
was the preferred system

10. The meeting closed at 1500 and was followed by an interesting presentation on Steep 
Holm.

Mike Plaskitt

Secretary Somerset Area Ramblers.



 Chairman’s Review for 2024

As the majority of members here at the AGM for the first time I think I 
need to explain fairly recent changes to how the Area Committee 
operates.  The Area committee some years ago met four times each 
year to receive reports from groups, tackle any Somerset issues and 
represent Somerset at the General Council.  The committee even 
published a regular newsletter.

In more recent years Groups have failed to attend these meetings or 
even send a report of Group activities.  This lack of support for the Area 
plus a failure of members to replace the Area Posts of Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Footpath or Membership Secretary has meant that just a few 
existing members in these posts volunteered to continue in these 
positions.   We have for the past three years shared the post of Area 
Chair between the Groups Chairs so that Groups have the opportunity to
become more involved.

The position of Chair passed to me from the Taunton Chair last year and 
today the Woodspring Chair Tony Smith has volunteered to take on the 
position of Area Chair this coming year.  Other than to Chair last year’s 
AGM and attend the General Council meeting on your behalf, I have 
done very little this year but the work of Area has continued thanks to 
Treasurer, Tony Dyson, Secretary Mike Plaskitt and especially Les 
Stather who has managed both Membership and Footpath Secretary 
very well.

The Area committee may not have run as it previously functioned but 
with very little support from the Groups more than the minimum has 
been achieved.  Groups have received payments from the treasurer, and
thanks to Les, Groups queries over membership have been answered 
and the Footpath Officers report clearly shows that the vital work of 
footpath protection has been effectively carried out in all of the Group 
areas.

Mike, Tony and Les have all volunteered to continue in these posts and 
to act on your behalf for another year.  It would be good if we have 
members here today who would step up to replace them in a years’ time 
and perhaps follow what is being done this year so that they can 
confidently take over next year. Over to you.











Somerset Ramblers Statement of Accounts as at  31/09/2025

Opening balance 01/10/2024

Restricted Funds £397.28 Don't Lose Your Way £397.28

Self-Funded £1,945.74 Holiday payments £1,945.74

General Funds £428.13

Total £2,771.15

Income

Central Office Funding £1,903.48

Donations £10.00

Holidays £0.00

Channel to Channel £38.10

Total Receipts £1,951.58

Expenditure

Funding to Groups £1,911.48

Don't Lose Your Way £0.00

Meeting/AGM Costs £179.50

Campaigns/Casework £0.00

Admin £0.00

Holidays £0.00

Total Expenditure £2,090.98

Funds as at 31/09/2025

Restricted Funds £397.28 Don't Lose Your Way £397.28

Self Funded £1,945.74 Holiday payments £1,945.74

General Funds £288.73

Total Funds £2,631.75

At bank £2,631.75

To bank £0.00

Awaiting presentation £0.00

Total £2,631.75 £0.00



Somerset Ramblers Area Footpath Officer Report for AGM 2026

I would like to thank all the group footpath officers for their work dealing with footpath issues and 
diversions in their area.

As Area Footpath Officer, I work with The Ramblers,  Somerset Council and other users of the 
public right of way network such at The British Horse Society (BHS), Open Spaces  and The Trails 
Trust.

I am a member of the Local Access Forum, which advises Somerset Council about making 
improvements to public access for outdoor recreation and sustainable travel.

I was asked to talk at Taunton Dean’s AGM on the subject of how to use the law to improve acces to
rights of way. Subsequent to this I was asked to produce a process to help the public do this. I have 
done this and extended it to help parish councils and parish path liaison officers.

I have picked up some, long standing, access issues across the county and worked with parish 
councils to address these. Ongoing issues include Spaxton and East Pennard.

Working with Brian Lucas, The Somerset Ramblers Don’t Lose Your Way Coordinator, we have 
made significant progress with identifying rights of way that failed to get included on the definitive 
map and collecting the evidence required to submit an application to get them added.
We are tackling this on a parish by parish basis. Thanks the work done by Ed Levy of Sedgemoor 
Ramblers and a ramblers volunteer, Susan Jones, we have identified all the paths on the 1910 map 
that are not on the current map. For each path we have identified the evidence we require and this is
on order for copying from volunteers working at the National Archives in Kew.
We have completed the research for 142 parishes and are in the process of sharing the results with 
the parish councils. We hae identified the information we require from Kew for the remaining 
parishes and ordered these from the ramblers volunteer co-ordinator who liases with the archives at 
Kew.

This project was started because of the threat of a cut-off date in either 2026 or 2031. The 
government announced, on Boxing Day last year, their intention of abolishing the cut-off date. 
However an act of parliament needs to be passed to do this. I have written to my MP for an update 
and have been assured that this will happen. However, given the previous track track record of 
governments there can be no guarantee until the act is passed.

Once we have shared our research with the parish council we will be submitting Definitive Map 
Modification Orders. It is unlikely that these will be dealt with in my lifetime as the backlog is well 
over 20 years and growing. It is therefore essential that the applications are written to high standard 
so they can be picked up by someone else. We will be storing our application with The Ramblers in 
the hope thay they are still around.



Somerset Ramblers Area Membership Report

Jan 2026 Jan 2025 Inc/ Dec % Inc/Dec
Mendip 263 337
West Mendip Walkers 56 4
Total Mendip 319 341 -22 -6%
Sedgemoor 110 106 4 4%
South Somerset 216 217 -1 0%
West Somerset 132 128 4 3%
Taunton Dean 247 260 -13 -5%
Woodspring 212 224 -12 -5%
Area -Not Affiliated to a 
group 144 119 25 21%

Total Somerset 1380 1395 -15 -1%

West Mendip Walkers have become a sub group of Mendip Ramblers

Mendip, Taunton Dean and Woodspring are showing about 5% reduction in membership

Sedgemoor and West Somerset  are showing around 3 % increase

The largest growing sector is those that are non affiliated to a group. This has increased by 21%. 
The ramblers employ a company to get members and these are allocated to the Area. I write to them
informing them of the groups they can join but few do. I assume that these people are joining as 
donators to the charity rather than to walk in groups.


