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SOMERSET AREA’S 40TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held at Henton Village Hall, Henton on Saturday 08th February 2014 

28 members attended the meeting 

1. Opening remarks from the chair:  The chairman opened the AGM by 
welcoming everyone and provided a brief preview of the procedure for the 
AGM.  This included an introduction and welcome to the two guest speakers: 
Peter Gatenby from Mendip and Paul Strong from Ramblers central office. 
Gus also thanked the walk leader, Brian Underwood, for the short walk during 
the forenoon. Thanks also given to the providers of the tea and excellent 
cakes. The chairman then gave his opening statement which is attached at 
Annex A.  

2. Apologies for absence: Carl Earl, Tony Fawle, Roger Conway, Ed Levy, Guy 
Emery, Ann Foxhuntley, Shirley Jeffray. 

3. Minutes of A.G.M. held on 10th February 2013: Agreed by all as an accurate 
record.  Proposed by Paul Wright and seconded by Mary Henry.  Signed by 
the chairman. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes: None. 

5. Receipt and adoption of the Annual Report: Adoption of the report provided at 
item 1 was agreed. 

6. Receipt and adoption of the statement of accounts: In the absence of the 
treasurer the secretary and chairman went through the statement provided. 
There were no comments from the floor and all accepted the report.  
Proposed by Paul Wright and seconded by Peter Gatenby.   

7. Election of Honorary Officers: 

The following were elected unopposed:- 

Chairman Gus Halfhide.   Proposed -Lyndsey Haigh, 
  seconded - Les Stather. 

Vice-Chairman Roger Conway.   Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Treasurer Edward Levy.  Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Footpath Secretary Paul Wright.  Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Membership Secretary Di Knight.  Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Webmaster Les Stather.  Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Newsletter Editor Joan Gubbin.  Proposed-Sue Ferguson.  
  Seconded – Paula Ruddock. 

Publicity Officer. Carl Earl. Proposed-Les Stather.  
   Seconded – Peter Gatenby. 

There were no further nominations received,  
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Paul Wright advised everyone that he will stand as area Footpath 
Secretary for one further year only. 

The role of Access officer remains vacant. 

The role of President, was considered as no longer required as it does 
not exist on the Ramblers website as a role. It was agreed that, subject to any 
information later found from central office, to confirm there is a role for a 
President, the post be removed from the list of Officers at the next AGM. Our 
guest speaker from central office has been actioned to investigate this role, 
along with those of the Countryside Officer.  The chairman will also discuss 
the role of Countryside officer at the next area council meeting. 

Post minute note: Central office have now confirmed there is no role for 
a president. 

There were no nominations in the hall for the role of Secretary.  The 
chairman advised the floor that groups should become more involved in the 
roles in area and should try to advertise the roles to members that may not 
actually walk with their groups but may wish to consider some active 
involvement in the area council.  In view of no nominations being presented 
the chairman advised the floor that Mike Plaskitt, the chairman of Mendip, was 
willing to take on the role. This was then proposed by Brian Underwood and 
seconded by Paula Ruddock.  Mike was duly elected unopposed.  

The chairman thanked the outgoing secretary for his time in the post 
which he has had to relinquish due to family commitments. 

8. Election of two individual members:  Mary Henry has elected to stand down 
as an individual member.  Lyndsey Haigh and Paula Ruddock have 
volunteered to take on the post of individual members. 

 The chairman thanked Mary for her contribution to area and also to  
other members of the Somerset Walking Festival for their contribution towards 
providing a festival.  This was let down by the loss of various charity funding.  
However, work is still in progress to provide some alternate means of 
providing some programme to be further discussed at the area council 
meetings.     

9. Appointment of an independent examiner: Terry Sheehan has not advised 
area that he has agreed to stand again. The current secretary will contact 
Tony to ascertain whether he wishes to continue. 

Post minute note: The treasurer has advised that Terry is willing to stand as 
the independent examiner for 2014/15 

10. Nominations to General Council: It was agreed that Gus and Les attend as 
Area’s two voting delegates. 

11. Motions and Directions to Area Council:  

There were no motions to discuss and therefore no directions to area 
council.  These are normally discussed at an earlier area council meeting but 
none were received this year. 

Les Stather provided details of a motion that he intends to submit to 
general Council. It has been noted that members from the various health 
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walks are unwilling to pay the annual subscription to the Ramblers when they 
can get their short walks for free. In view of the fact that many groups lead 
short ‘Health Walks’ he would like general council to consider these people 
from the health walks groups to contribute a donation towards short walks on 
a ‘per walk’ basis. 

Post Minute Note. – After chasing up central office for the motions we 
have been advised they will be distributed on 24th February.  The deadline is 
this weekend for submission, and Agenda Committee meets 22  February. 
This appears to be a change to any previous programmes towards presenting 
the motions to areas. 

12. The Area Holiday Roger Conway provided the following information for the 
AGM: Following the success of second year at Symonds Yat, it has been 
decided that we will hold the 2014 Holiday at Llandrindod Wells (26th-29th 
September). Roger advises members that bookings have gone exceptionally 
well and there are only 5 places still available should anyone wish to go, 
although the hotel has said that they might be able to increase our booking by 
another half dozen if we need them.  

13. Membership numbers: It is clear that, apart from SWAG, membership 
numbers are decreasing.  The chairman has stated we should start thinking 
more about the wider audience to try to promote more members. 

14. Any other business: Paul Strong replied to a question regarding decline in 
membership. There appears to be quite a number of factors affecting 
membership with no one particular item to address.  

 

The formal aspects of the A.G.M. concluded at 2:45 p.m.   

Guest speakers:  Peter Gatenby gave a very interesting, although very rushed 
presentation on his ‘Extremities Walk’ from the outermost points north, south, east 
and west of Great Britain.  Due to time constraints Peter had to cut short what was a 
very interesting accomplishment. 

The presentation from Paul Strong was initially a thank you from central office to all 
volunteers in Ramblers.  For the work accomplished in the preservation of footpaths 
and keeping the countryside open.  Paul then went on to discuss the Ten Year 
mission plan which the CEO has adopted.  Paul also said there needs to be greater 
communication between areas and central office.  They are looking for further 
methods of extending the affiliated groups to be more involved with the Ramblers. 

Actions for Paul to take back to central office: 

1. Is there any information regarding the following Area roles on the 

ramblers.org.uk website – Area President, Area Countryside Officer?  

2. Are there any plans to work in partnership with the University of the third Age  

3. Are there any plans to work more with affiliated groups? 

4. Do we know why the article about routes in the Independent attracted so 

many new members?  

5. Why don’t we have regional footpath officers?  
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6. What is the timeline for receiving details of motions for GC this year? 
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Annual Report 

We don't normally have a chairman's report at the AGM but as there is no 

person in the President's position I thought I should say something. 

I want to mention 2 things: 

 Ramblers Membership 
 The Role of Area 

Membership 

Technology is having an increasing impact on 'walking'. I've put it in quotes because 

I clearly don't mean the act of walking itself but all the other bits around it. Those 

include GPS , digital mapping and the internet. I've included the internet because, in 

my opinion, that potentially will have (already has) the greatest impact on the 

Ramblers'. Small walking groups with very low membership fees can easily be 

created. They organise group walks by email, facebook or something similar and the 

walks themselves can be easily devised or derived from freely available information. 

Most walkers who belong to these small groups consider The Ramblers' as just 

another bigger, expensive walking group. Everything they want can be satisfied by 

their small group. The National Ramblers' and all its members have a part to play in 

spreading the message that we do a lot more than walking in groups and to a large 

extent that other work is more important. All walkers need national representation to 

protect our walking environment. Without that I am convinced there will be a steady 

deterioration of our footpaths and our rights to walk in rural and urban areas. The risk 

is that we do not react to the threat until it is too late. 

Area Role 

Although I've titled this as the Area Role, taking my comments above into 

consideration,  it is a broader question? Is there a local Groups Role, is there a 

national Ramblers' role? Where would you draw the line? 

We've spent a good deal of time over the past year talking about the Area Role. It 

has now come to a head because the Area Secretary will be resigning at the AGM. 

The Area Committee cannot continue without a Secretary. This lack of volunteers 

isn't limited to the Area; most groups have unfilled positions on their committees. 

Although this shortage of Committee volunteers is recognised by central office, 

addressing the problem doesn't seem to have much importance. This apparent lack 

of foresight may be the key challenge facing the Ramblers'. 

So some questions for all members and all walkers: 

 Why should you pay £32 to be a member of the Ramblers'? 

 What do they do with all that money when you can join a local group for £2? 

 Why have a Group Committee, what do they do? 
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 A Group Committee may be useful in some ways but what does the Area 
Committee do? 

 Would it matter to you if there was no Area Committee? 

 What happens if there are no volunteers for Group or Area Committees? Would 
it affect you?  

 A footpath near where you live has suddenly been closed, your local authority 
has not responded to your request for information. What do you do? 

 You love walking, will 'rights of way' always exist? 

I'm not offering to answer any of the questions, can you? Do you care enough? 

 


