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Somerset Views and Walks 
 

Taunton Deane Ramblers’  
Special calendar for 2016 
 
Featuring some of the best views 
in the county with maps and walk  
descriptions how to see them. 
 
Just £4.20 each (including P&P).  Fill in 
slip below and send with your cheque 
(made out to Taunton Deane Ram-
blers) to  
John Ollerenshaw,  
Stable Cottage, High Street,  
Wiveliscombe  TA4  2JX 

 
Please send me……….edition(s) of TDR’s 2016 calendar. 
 
Name:…………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………… 
I enclose cheque for £……..made out to Taunton Deane Ramblers 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th September please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

 

A warm welcome for health walkers! 

 
Many people have discovered walking through health walks. If health  
walkers are ready for a new challenge, it would be great if they chose a 
short Ramblers walk. Once they enjoy walking with Ramblers, becoming a 
member is a great way to meet new walking friends, have fun and keep 
exploring. 
We are offering an exclusive discount of 30% off Ramblers annual  
membership for new members joining from a health walk. Plus, our official 
recommended outdoor retailer Cotswold Outdoor is offering a £10 
voucher for these new members. 
From May 2015 there are new leaflets for Welsh, Scottish and English 
health walkers, with information about what’s special about being part of 
the Ramblers and highlighting some great aspects of walking with us. We 
encourage you to share these leaflets with local health walkers when they 
try a shorter 3-5 mile Ramblers walk. 
 
Did you know? 
Walking makes us happy and healthy. People that stay active get less 
stressed, sleep better, feel better, have a 30% lower risk of getting  
depressed, keep their minds sharp, improve their memories and reduce 
their risk of having dementia 
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Another landmark moment  
The last day of the Parliamentary session before the General Election saw 
the Deregulation Bill receiving Royal Assent. This means that the Bill is 
now an Act, and that the package of measures intended to improve the 
processes surrounding the recording of paths on official definitive maps is 
now law.  These new laws are important because historic paths (paths 
which came into existence before 1949) which aren’t listed on ‘definitive’ 
maps by 2026 will be lost forever. 
For more than six years we’ve been working with landowners and  
farmers, local authorities and other path users as part of the Stakeholder 
Working Group to try and streamline and speed up the process for  
recording these paths. We’ve also been trying to make sure that paths in 
current use are not lost by default.  
However, as Janet Davis, one of our senior policy officers explains, this is 
only the end of the first stage of a long process.  
“The rights of way provisions in the new Bill still require a great deal of 
work, through regulations and guidance for local authorities and the  
public. It’s reckoned that it will be another year before they actually come 
into operation. We’ll continue to work with the Stakeholder Working 
Group on these measures.” 
Our Paths in Crisis report revealed a serious backlog of paths waiting to 
be recognised as public footpaths. In 2013 there were already more than 
4,000 paths on a waiting list to be processed and added to maps. The new 
provisions should make it easier for local authorities to deal with these 
backlogs. By adding these paths to the official map they cannot be blocked 
off or built upon and are protected for future generations to enjoy. 
You can keep up to date with all the latest updates on the future of  
historic paths by getting involved with our Don’t Lose Your Way  
campaign. - See more at: http://www.ramblers.org.uk 
 

Don’t forget Mendip Ramblers’ Walking Festival  
 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
Saturday 29, Sunday 30, Monday 31 August 2015 

 

Any queries get in touch with:Martyn on 01761 471891,  
martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk  or Mary on 01373 474530, 
mary@mendipramblers.co.uk  
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The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 
Area website is at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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A double first for Woodspring  On Thursday 9th April Woodspring 
Ramblers claimed a joint first on their midweek walk.  Maggie (sitting 
down in the foreground)  led her inaugural walk for the group.  It was a 
very pleasant walk of 6 miles across the Mendips from Charterhouse.  17 
members (and 2 dogs) joined the walk.   Maggie enjoyed leading the walk 
so much she has promised to lead more walks and has already put a walk 
in for the next programme.  As many group programme secretaries know 
it has become quite difficult recruiting new walk leaders so it is very com-
forting to know that our last two programmes have had more inaugural 
walks by other members of the group. 
The other first on this walk was by the little fellow just behind Maggie.  
David’s grandson, Ricardo, who is 6½, will be doing a 6 mile sponsored 
walk for the Worle Beavers in May.  Ricardo has never walked this sort 
of distance in the past so we decided to have a trial run during the school 
half term.  I am pleased to say that Ricardo enjoyed the walk and talking 
to the members of the group so much he has been nagging his grandpa to 
get out and do more walks with the group. 
As a post script, Ricardo has since completed his sponsored walk for the Beavers 
and raised £175 from friends and members of the group. 



6 

 

6 

Woodspring Ramblers  Our programme for April to July has once 
again been full with a surprising input of new walk leaders. After quite a 
considerable time without any new leaders we have seen at least four 
new members take on mid-week walks, evening walks and Sunday walks. 
The next programme for August to November has already been filled, 
making our programme secretary a very happy person. 
Footpath maintenance has continued with the replacing of old stiles with 
new metal gates and kissing gates.  We are building up our arsenal of  
mechanical tools with the latest purchase of a breaker. Our next task to 
replace an old stone and metal stile will require some heavy duty work 
breaking up large boulders. The completed job will make it much easier 
for walkers to get through Sandford Wood, Sandford. 
Preparation for our 25th Anniversary year in 2016 is proceeding very 
well. We have quite a number of special events including a dinner and 
disco, barn dance, treasure hunt, summer solstice breakfast, special 
anniversary walks, coach trips and holidays. The programme for the year 
2016 is becoming quite full already. 
The forthcoming task from central office to walk all footpaths in the 
country has met with quite a lot of scepticism. This task has been  
completed once before in North Somerset by Woodspring with the  
result being filed away somewhere with no outcome. It is felt this may 
happen again and members will need a lot of convincing this will not  
become a wasted exercise once more. The question is what will become 
of the massive input of reports. The local authorities do not have the  
finance or resources to manage the normal footpath problem reporting 
without the added burden about to descend on them. 
Membership stands at 202 which is a slight reduction since the last report 

Seen in Somerset:  Dunster Beach 
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

West Somerset Group  Walking the Great Glen  It all began with 
an advert for Caledonian Discovery Cruises in Walk.  The website offered 
a variety of activities on two converted Dutch barges, including a six day 
holiday to walk the length of the Great Glen – a total of 78 miles.  During 
January 2014 we discussed this on our Saturday walks and rapidly filled all 
12 places on Fingal, obtaining a discount for the cruise starting from Fort 
William on May 2nd – before the midge season began! 
The six double-bunk en-suite cabins were comfy but tiny, so we spent 
most of our time on board in the open-plan lounge and dining section.  
The four crew – skipper, bo’sun, chef and walks leader – were very 
friendly and efficient; they joined us for meals at the large table and were 
happy for any non-walkers to visit the wheelhouse. Some helped to steer 
the 127ft barge in open water, but the skipper always took control 
through the various locks which link the lochs: Lochy, Oich and Ness! 
After a 7 mile canal-side walk from Corpach on the first afternoon, each 
day’s routes were between 10 and 15 miles, on good tracks with minimal 
ascent.  Following an excellent breakfast, we were usually walking by 
9.30am at an easy pace and back on board by 4pm for hot drinks and 
homemade cakes.  On some days it was possible for the less energetic to 
do a shorter section of the day’s walk or to explore the local area once 
the barge had moored.  Weather conditions varied!  Cold winds, heavy 
drizzle, a little sleet, plus occasional blue skies - when we could admire the 
snow capped Bens.  On the last full day we left the Great Glen route and 
returned to the canal at Dochgarroch.  From here perfect weather made 
the final six miles to the sea loch at Clachnaharry truly memorable. 
Evenings on Fingal were convivial!  A good selection of wines and beers 
from the bar, tasty and varied menus, and a choice of wee drams with  
coffee.  On the last night bo’sun Adam donned a kilt to address the haggis 
(served with tatties & neeps of course), with clootie dumplings for dessert.  
After a final lunch and the presentation of certificates to the six who had 
completed the full walk we said our goodbyes.   
For more information:  www.caledonian-discovery.co.uk   Ros Lawton 
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Sedgemoor Group  The walks in our summer programme are varied 
and both Saturday and Sunday walks have been well attended. Our weekly 
summer evening walks have appealed to more new members who have 
enjoyed the shorter walks and the social pub meal afterwards.  
Membership has increased to 160. 
Two spring holidays were enjoyed by the group. The first, in April, was a 
5-day city break to Lisbon and the second to the Lake District, in May, 
was blessed with good weather and the group enjoyed excellent walking 
around Little Langdale and Ambleside. 
The Working Party has been involved with installing Bristol gates, Marlow 
gates and path clearance at North Petherton, Aller and Bawdrip. 
Mendip Group  Membership is down 1 to 329. The working party is 
busier than ever putting in kissing gates for both Somerset and Bath & 
North East Somerset.  
Our spring holiday was organised by Tony, Mary and Paula at St Ives. We 
had four nights at The Cottage Hotel Carbis Bay. The accommodation, 
weather, walks, food and entertainment were all fantastic. We would  
recommend this hotel to other groups.  Part of our group walked the 
Wysis Way a 55 mile path linking Offa’s Dyke to the Thames path. It 
starts at Monmouth, where Offa's Dyke crosses the River Wye and heads 
east across a tract of the Forest of Dean and the Leadon Vale to  
Gloucester. After crossing the River Severn the route heads south east 
over Robinswood Hill and climbs the Cotswold escarpment to Painswick 
Beacon. It continues onwards through the glorious Cotswold countryside 
visiting Bisley, Sapperton and finally meets the Thames, or Isis, near  
Kemble. The walk was lead by Bob and Rosemary and they organised  
superb weather for us. Another group had a weeks holiday walking the 
Shropshire Hills.  We have a Barn Dance in the Autumn.  
SWAG  SWAG has built on its good start to 2015 with good turn-outs 
to walks and socials. The May to August walks programme is packed full 
with variety including camping on Dartmoor, wonderful views on  
Exmoor, a walk to take in the Cerne Abbas Giant and another to follow 
the Shaun the sheep trail in Bristol. 
SWAG has taken the decision not to renew its subscription to the social 
media website Meetup due to lack of interest. The committee decided 
that it couldn't justify spending the high bi-annual fee for little return in 
new members. However, the SWAG website, Facebook and Twitter  
accounts continue to be very popular with our members and potential 
new recruits. 4 5 

  

Taunton Deane Ramblers Members of the group enjoyed a successful 
weekend just before Easter with a well-attended Barn Dance in North 
Petherton. This was followed by the group’s contribution to the Friends 
of Konigslutter visit with three walks led for our German visitors in and 
around Dunster. Fortunately the weather stayed dry and the cream tea 
afterwards was enjoyed by all. 
After negotiations with SCC’s ROW the group decided to take on  
responsibility for re-waymarking the West Deane Way . This long  
distance trail was established in the mid 90s when TDBC had was  
responsible for ROW. but now is in a poor state of waymarking as SCC 
have opted out of replacing obsolete waymarkers. We have come up with 
a new waymarker logo and hope to start the task of replacing old and 
missing signs from August with the help of a few PPLOs, linear group 
walks and working parties. 
South Somerset Group  On Saturday 21st February Wendy Yates 
(South Somerset chair) welcomed 31 members to the Somerset Area’s 
41st AGM.  Phil Bradshaw led a walk in the morning and after  
refreshments the meeting was held. Christine O’Byrne (board of trustees) 
was the guest speaker. 
The Volunteer Group have been busy with footpath surveys. 
With some members offering to lead more often, in our April/July  
programme we were able to offer two walks on most Thursdays, these 
have been well attended.  The return of our programme to the, all walks 
in date order format has proved popular.  
In April 21 members went to Torquay for a four day break organised by 
John Oliver.  In July we are holding our Summer Supper at the Cross 
Keys Inn at Lydford-on-Fosse. 
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Area Holiday 2015 - St Mawes, 
Cornwall (9-12 October) 

Although fully booked I am running a 
waiting list if anyone would like to  
register an interest, as there are usually a 
few changes that lead to some late  
availability. A booking form is  
downloadable from the website (http://
www.roughmoor.org/SM/sm15.htm).  
Complete and send to me but without 
any need for a deposit at this stage..  
Roger Conway 
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Woodspring Ramblers  Our programme for April to July has once 
again been full with a surprising input of new walk leaders. After quite a 
considerable time without any new leaders we have seen at least four 
new members take on mid-week walks, evening walks and Sunday walks. 
The next programme for August to November has already been filled, 
making our programme secretary a very happy person. 
Footpath maintenance has continued with the replacing of old stiles with 
new metal gates and kissing gates.  We are building up our arsenal of  
mechanical tools with the latest purchase of a breaker. Our next task to 
replace an old stone and metal stile will require some heavy duty work 
breaking up large boulders. The completed job will make it much easier 
for walkers to get through Sandford Wood, Sandford. 
Preparation for our 25th Anniversary year in 2016 is proceeding very 
well. We have quite a number of special events including a dinner and 
disco, barn dance, treasure hunt, summer solstice breakfast, special 
anniversary walks, coach trips and holidays. The programme for the year 
2016 is becoming quite full already. 
The forthcoming task from central office to walk all footpaths in the 
country has met with quite a lot of scepticism. This task has been  
completed once before in North Somerset by Woodspring with the  
result being filed away somewhere with no outcome. It is felt this may 
happen again and members will need a lot of convincing this will not  
become a wasted exercise once more. The question is what will become 
of the massive input of reports. The local authorities do not have the  
finance or resources to manage the normal footpath problem reporting 
without the added burden about to descend on them. 
Membership stands at 202 which is a slight reduction since the last report 
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West Somerset Group  Walking the Great Glen  It all began with 
an advert for Caledonian Discovery Cruises in Walk.  The website offered 
a variety of activities on two converted Dutch barges, including a six day 
holiday to walk the length of the Great Glen – a total of 78 miles.  During 
January 2014 we discussed this on our Saturday walks and rapidly filled all 
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The six double-bunk en-suite cabins were comfy but tiny, so we spent 
most of our time on board in the open-plan lounge and dining section.  
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returned to the canal at Dochgarroch.  From here perfect weather made 
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