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Area AGM 
Saturday 21st February 2pm 

 

The AGM, hosted by South Somerset Group, will be held in Long Sutton 
Village Hall GR ST469256, postcode TA10 9NT.  Long Sutton is just off 
the A372 on the B3165, just east of Langport and about 5km (3 miles) 
from the Podimore roundabout. 
     There will be a 5 mile walk starting at 10.30am led by a group member 
and the hall will be open from 10am.  A speaker from Rambler’s Head 
Office will be attending. 
 

Area Committee January Meeting 
 

At the January meeting items discussed included the following: 
 

Footpaths:  The paths in the Stogursey area, currently disrupted by 
work at Hinkley Point, will be reviewed by the Area Footpath Secretary, 
West Somerset Group and SCC.  EDF have provided funds to improve 
the network when the final map has been agreed. 
     The Committee agreed to offer up to £500 to support research into  
historical evidence to counter the closure of a path in High Ham.   
    A small group will be replying to the consultation document prepared 
by SCC on the Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (see page 3). 
Walking for Health:  Two groups reported a lack of success in liaising 
with local Walking for Health groups despite the information brought to 
the committee by Susie Corfield of Ramblers HQ.  The committee will 
seek clarification from HQ on this. 
Identification Key Rings  Following a report by South Somerset group 
that their key rings attached to rucksacks giving contact details in case of 
accident on a walk had proved popular, it was agreed to purchase key 
rings for members and these will be available through Groups. 
Area Newsletter  In future this will be sent as a pdf in colour to the 
groups who will be supplied with their labels by the editor  Funds are 
available from the Area Treasurer for those groups who wish to print out 
copies in black and white for mailing. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 31st May please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

 

Coast Path Success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In December the Government announced that more than £5.3  
million has been committed to ensure the England Coast Path will 
be completed and open for all to enjoy by 2020, ten years earlier 
than was originally planned.  Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, 
announced that an additional £44,000 of funding will be made  
available this year and £5.26 million in 2015-16 to speed up the 
opening of the seaside path. 
    Our members and supporters have been the driving force behind 
the campaign to open up all 3,000 miles of England’s beautiful coast 
for everyone to enjoy.  Previous timetables only outlined work on 
the project up to 2016. We feared progress would stall until Nick 
Clegg announced in September that the coast path would be com-
pleted by 2020. But funding still remained uncertain until now. 
    Throughout our 80 year history, we’ve consistently campaigned 
to open up the coast line and we’re thrilled that this dream will 
soon become a reality.  Chief executive, Benedict Southworth, said: 
‘Investing in the coast path is not just good news for walkers, but 
will help to breathe new life into our coastal towns and villages, 
boosting tourism and the local economy and reconnecting people 
with their stretch of coast, promoting health and wellbeing.’ 
Ramblers effort to get a path around the England coast line has 
been shortlisted for Voluntary Sector Campaign of the Year. 
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Mendip Ramblers’  
Free Walking Festival 2015 

 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
Saturday 29, Sunday 30, Monday 31 August 2015 

 

Each day there will be 3 walks (various distances) starting at 
10.00am.  Plus 1 shorter walk starting at 1.30pm  
All walks start from Charlton Community Hall,Top Road, Charlton 
Adam, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BE  
OS Explorer Map 129 Yeovil & Sherborne ST 533288 
 

Tea and cake will be available in the village hall after each walk (for a 
small donation) 
Any queries get in touch with: 
Martyn on 01761 471891, martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk  or  
Mary on 01373 474530, mary@mendipramblers.co.uk  
 

Car thefts in Somerset 
There has been a general increase in 
the number of thefts from cars  
recently and an increasing number in 
rural car parks.  These are often in 
beauty spots and predominantly 
used by walkers during the day. 
Vehicles have generally been left secure and access has been gained 
by breaking windows.  Items left on display in such vehicles has 
been targeted - such as personal items, sat navs and small change 
left in central consoles. This is a reminder to members to not only 
keep vehicles secure, but remove temptation by not leaving any 
items on display.  No matter how inconsequential you think the 
item is, it could be too good an opportunity for the would-be thief. 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 
or you can call anonymously to the independent charity  
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.   
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Area website can be found at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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     Our footpath maintenance team have continued their work with the 
building of more new bridges and repairing some old ones.  We have  
succeeded in opening up a footpath in Sand Bay.  All we require now is 
for the farmers to clear the rhynes to allow the water to flow rather than 
sit at bridge height.  This particular task was hampered by the need to 
work in partially flooded ground to erect the supporting structures.  Our 
efforts do not go unnoticed as our work has been recorded and pictured 
in quite a number of magazines recently, including the Ramblers Walk 
magazine. 
     The committee have started initial planning for our 25th anniversary in 
2016.  Some of the ideas include 25 historical walks, Summer Solstice 
breakfast and walk, barn dance, treasure hunt.  We also hope to have 
some special weekends away and coach trips.  We will be looking for a 
very special guest speaker for our 25th AGM.  All these, and other items, 
will be highlighted with a special logo in our programme throughout the 
year of 2016. 
     Memberships stands at 204 which is more or less constant.  We have 
a few leave and are replaced by one or two new members.  
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South Somerset Group  In November 21 members attended our 
AGM.  The walk beforehand was not without event. Brian came to the 
rescue of a sheep which was stranded on its back and in some distress.  
Once back on its feet, a quick ‘Baa’ and it was off to join the rest of the 
flock.  At the meeting all the officers were re-elected. But Wendy Yates  
announced that she would stand down as Chairman at the end of this 
term.  
     In 2014 the Wessex Wanderer Programme of railway guided walks in 
association with the Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines had a total of 511 
walkers, 345 using the train in both directions. 
     At the end of December the Volunteer Group had completed another 
78 footpath surveys for SCC and in the Bruton area had installed three 
pedestrian gates, one kissing gate, a short sleeper footbridge, two stiles 
and repaired a third.  They also erected several waymark posts near 
North Brewham. 
     If anyone is interested in joining the Volunteer group please contact a 
committee member. 
     We held two Christmas Lunches and are now planning for the  
Summer Supper in July. 
Woodspring Ramblers  Autumn provided the group with excellent 
weather conditions to manage our very successful programme of walks.  
We have not missed a single weekend for some considerable time.  Our 
programme secretary, Mavis, has managed to get the usual members to 
provide walks but we are finding it almost impossible to recruit new walk 
leaders.  Time will tell. 
     Eddy’s successful ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro raised over £6,000 for 
the Weston Hospicecare. This included £2,000 from the Mountain  
Warehouse Charity Challenge which he was pleased to have won.  Eddy 
has asked me to pass on a message of thanks to all area members and 
friends who helped support him by voting for him. Opposite is a photo of 
Eddy being presented with the cheque from a member of Mountain 
Warehouse and passing the cheque to Weston Hospicecare at the  
Mountain Warehouse shop in Cheddar. 
     Our annual AGM on 16th November was one of our best yet.  We had 
a total of 55 members attend the meeting.  It was so successful we ran 
out of soup which we provide after a morning walk.  Our guest speaker in 
the afternoon was Mr Bill Francis from the Wetlands and Wildlife Trust,  
Slimbridge.  Bill provided an excellent presentation of life at Slimbridge,  
       including the rearing of the cranes now released on the Levels.    3 

  

The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Area Holiday 2015 - St Mawes, Cornwall  
(9th to 12th October) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I am pleased to report that this event is fully booked (77 members 
attending) at present and I am running a waiting list if any other 
members would like to register an interest, as historically there are 
usually a few changes in personal circumstances that lead to some 
late availability. A booking form is downloadable from the dedicated 
website (http://www.roughmoor.org/SM/sm15.htm).  Complete and 
send to me but without any need for a deposit at this stage. 
Les has started work on the actual walks programme and we are 
grateful for the kind offers from members to lead them. As and 
when the programme becomes clearer it will be posted to the  
dedicated website (link noted above); as will any other information 
about the holiday.     Roger Conway  
 

Somerset County Council  
Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2) 

This has now been published and the Council are seeking views via 
consultation with a closing date in early March.  Area Committee 
will be preparing a response and if you have any comments to make 
please forward them to Vice Chairman, Roger Conway via the Area 
website http://www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
You can read the report at http://www.somerset.gov.uk/
ROWIPConsultation 
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

West Somerset Group  In October, the group enjoyed a successful 
coach trip to Abbotsbury.  Three walks were organised, catering for most 
walking abilities.  At the AGM in November, members said farewell to 
their Chairman, Ann Foxhuntley, who has been a tower of strength on 
the committee for the past 12 years.  Her commitment and dedication to 
the well-being of the group has been greatly appreciated, especially in the 
way she took on the responsibilities of unfilled committee appointments.  
The AGM elected a new Chairman, David Jones, and secretary, Carol 
Richards, who also volunteered to take on the additional responsibilities 
of Publicity Officer.  The group is still without a Footpath Secretary, but 
the Committee’s ‘Footpath Panel’ will continue to operate.  The cuts in  
Somerset’s Rights of Way staff, and similar cuts in Exmoor National Park, 
do not bode well for the future of West Somerset’s footpaths.  Work has 
already begun on modifications to footpaths involved in the new Hinkley 
Point development and this will be monitored. 
     West Somerset Group’s membership is currently 182, showing a  
decline over the year, but our Walks Programme continues to be well 
supported, and the group website is working well. 
Sedgemoor Group  Walks It was noticeable that numbers on evening 
walks and Saturday walks have increased. These shorter walks have  
become popular and we now see a wider membership participating.  It is 
important that new walk leaders come forward.  There are a number of 
experienced walk leaders who can help new walk leaders with their first 
walk, so all they need to do is ask.  Throughout the summer we all  
enjoyed some excellent walks in fine weather.  In July our summer outing 
took us to North Devon and with a coach-load of members we enjoyed 
three separate walks along the beautiful coast path. The weather was 
sunny and most people fell asleep on the way back, so it must have been 
good.  We have maintained a full programme of walks and have seen new 
walk leaders from the group. The last three months of 2014 have seen 
walk numbers average around the 20 mark for each walk 
     Our working party has been active on a monthly basis in all areas from 
clearing paths to replacing stiles and placing gates. In addition, a large 
number of surveys have been completed by our Footpath Secretary and a 
team of volunteers. 
AGM, October All posts were filled with three new members  
joining the committee.  Membership stands at 155.  The group lost  4 5 

  

a number of older members who have not renewed their membership, 
however a number of new members has stopped the decline. 
Social Activity This year, for a change, we had a summer tea organised by 
Jenny who had volunteered to be Acting Social Secretary as the post was 
vacant. This was hosted by Maribel & David.  Tea was enjoyed in their 
marquee and a fine selection of home-made cakes gave it the ‘Sedgemoor 
Bake Off’ feel.  The Christmas dinner was held at Blackmore Farm where 
35 of us enjoyed a superb evening.  Over Christmas we had champagne & 
mince pie walks & a mulled wine walk on New Year’s Day. 
Clevedon Group  Membership is a little down at 162 but we hope in 
Spring we may be able to recruit new members.  As it is our 25th  
Anniversary this year we propose a celebration in the form of a social 
‘Get Together’ and possibly a repeat of the first walk by the Group.  At a 
recent committee meeting we discussed the cost of mileage when taking 
members to walks. At present we charge 10p a mile and propose keeping 
it at that figure, but putting a maximum fee of £8 per person regardless of 
distance, trying wherever possible to make sure seats in cars are filled.  
Mendip Group  Membership is up 1 to 330.  The working party is being 
kept busy putting in kissing gates for both Somerset and Bath & North 
East Somerset.  Our Thursday walks are very popular and often attract 
more than 30 people.  Our Sunday walks are less popular with usually 
about 15 walkers. 
SWAG  At the AGM last November, a number of committee posts were 
filled by new faces, each one bringing a fresh set of ideas on the direction 
and running of the group. Going forward, SWAG has an exciting social 
programme and a full walks programme for January to April 2015. In fact, 
the first walk had 17 attendees which is one of our best starts to a New 
Year. Hopefully, this is a good sign!  
Taunton Deane Ramblers With the retirement of both the group and 
footpath secretaries towards the end of the year, the group went through 
an anxious period in finding and appointing replacements. The matter is 
now resolved.  A more long-term problem is that of finding enough new 
walk leaders.  With this in mind we are holding another walk leadership 
workshop; an informal approach to encourage new leaders. On the social 
front a quiz night and barn dance are on the drawing board for February 
and March, as is a special walk for the Friends of Konigslutter (twinned 
with Taunton) over Easter.  Finally, we are looking at the possibility of 
producing a 2016 Somerset Walks Calendar. With so many great county-
wide views and walks, the challenge is to marry the two in a  
calendar of saleable quality. 

5 
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South Somerset Group  In November 21 members attended our 
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sit at bridge height.  This particular task was hampered by the need to 
work in partially flooded ground to erect the supporting structures.  Our 
efforts do not go unnoticed as our work has been recorded and pictured 
in quite a number of magazines recently, including the Ramblers Walk 
magazine. 
     The committee have started initial planning for our 25th anniversary in 
2016.  Some of the ideas include 25 historical walks, Summer Solstice 
breakfast and walk, barn dance, treasure hunt.  We also hope to have 
some special weekends away and coach trips.  We will be looking for a 
very special guest speaker for our 25th AGM.  All these, and other items, 
will be highlighted with a special logo in our programme throughout the 
year of 2016. 
     Memberships stands at 204 which is more or less constant.  We have 
a few leave and are replaced by one or two new members.  



8 

 

Area AGM 
Saturday 21st February 2pm 

 

The AGM, hosted by South Somerset Group, will be held in Long Sutton 
Village Hall GR ST469256, postcode TA10 9NT.  Long Sutton is just off 
the A372 on the B3165, just east of Langport and about 5km (3 miles) 
from the Podimore roundabout. 
     There will be a 5 mile walk starting at 10.30am led by a group member 
and the hall will be open from 10am.  A speaker from Rambler’s Head 
Office will be attending. 
 

Area Committee January Meeting 
 

At the January meeting items discussed included the following: 
 

Footpaths:  The paths in the Stogursey area, currently disrupted by 
work at Hinkley Point, will be reviewed by the Area Footpath Secretary, 
West Somerset Group and SCC.  EDF have provided funds to improve 
the network when the final map has been agreed. 
     The Committee agreed to offer up to £500 to support research into  
historical evidence to counter the closure of a path in High Ham.   
    A small group will be replying to the consultation document prepared 
by SCC on the Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (see page 3). 
Walking for Health:  Two groups reported a lack of success in liaising 
with local Walking for Health groups despite the information brought to 
the committee by Susie Corfield of Ramblers HQ.  The committee will 
seek clarification from HQ on this. 
Identification Key Rings  Following a report by South Somerset group 
that their key rings attached to rucksacks giving contact details in case of 
accident on a walk had proved popular, it was agreed to purchase key 
rings for members and these will be available through Groups. 
Area Newsletter  In future this will be sent as a pdf in colour to the 
groups who will be supplied with their labels by the editor  Funds are 
available from the Area Treasurer for those groups who wish to print out 
copies in black and white for mailing. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 31st May please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

 

Coast Path Success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In December the Government announced that more than £5.3  
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