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Walking Holidays - The Rota Vicentina 
(If you have a walking holiday you can recommend please contact the editor) 

Featured in Walk magazine as well as a couple of national 
papers this trail inspired four Somerset ramblers to travel 
to Portugal this year.  EasyJet Bristol flies to both Lisbon 
and Faro which makes it easy to get to the start and back 
from the finish.  In fact it is two trails - the historic and fish-
erman’s and combining the two makes a 155 mile walk.  
April, May, early June and September are probably the best 
times to go with May/June having the advantage of nesting 
storks along the cliffs and wonderful flowers.  The wines of 
the Alentejo region are a well kept secret, the beer is 
cheap and good and the custard tarts are to die for.   
Otherwise the food is nothing special apart from the  
abundant fresh fish along the coast. The walking is  

moderately easy and varies from cork forest, beaches and cliff tops to sand 
dunes and there is exemplary waymarking  
Go to the excellent website www.rotavicentina.com or contact the editor, 
mail@gubbin.co.uk for more details of the walk and luggage transfer. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset  
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please send 
them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th December please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton 
TA3 6NH 

Telephone:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 
 

Company registration number: 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales number: 1093577.   
Registered charity in Scotland, number: SC039799. 

Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

Everyone needs a wood to walk in 

Our own manifesto – ‘A Manifesto for a Walking Britain’ – says that 
everyone should have a wood they can walk in close to where they 
live.  It’s 10 years since we won the ‘right to roam’.  We've also 
campaigned successfully for a complete coast path around England.  
These campaigns showed that when we come together, the  
Ramblers is a force for positive change.  By coming together again 
now, we can make sure that everyone can enjoy a walk in a local 
wood.  Last year the government pledged that everyone should 
have a wood close to them that they can walk in, but they’ve yet to 
do anything to make it happen. We're asking supporters to email 
the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat manifesto writers 
asking them to include this in their manifestos, so that the next  
government is committed to better woodland access.  See more at: 
www.ramblers.org.uk 
 
Bantham Bay update:  The National Trust was unsuccessful in 
its bid to buy this stretch of coastline.  The good news is that a 
mystery bidder secured the entire estate and plans to run it in the 
same way as before. 
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Woodspring Ramblers open a path that has been 
closed for over 20 years! 

Volunteers from Woodspring 
recently spent three days  
installing three new footbridges 
and eight new pedestrian gates 
on the path crossing Puxton 
Moor, a nature reserve in 
North Somerset.  The bridges 

and gates were provided by Avon 
Wildlife Trust and North  
Somerset Council. 
     Cllr Elfan Ap Rees, responsible 
for public rights of way, said: ‘The 
Ramblers volunteer group has  
carried out another first-rate job. 
This path has been unavailable for about 20 years and it is unlikely it could 
have been re-opened without their many hours of dedicated labour. 
Thanks to their hard work walkers can now once again enjoy spotting 
rare plants and ground nesting birds on Puxton Moor.’   
     The moor is a site of special scientific interest and is accessed from 
the A370 close to Weston-super-Mare.  Visitors can enjoy a variety of 
wildlife, such as skylarks and sedge warblers, as well as hairy dragonflies 

and water  
scorpions.  The 
path is just  
under a mile 
long.  Visitors 
should be aware 
it crosses an 
area grazed by 
cattle, so dogs 
must be kept 
under control.  
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Eddy made it! 
 
As I write this report I have been advised that Eddy Hicks has succeeded  
in his attempt to ascend to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.  This is  
excellent news as he has now completed both Mount Kenya (all three 
summits) and Mount Kilimanjaro  The sponsorship for raising money 
through Mountain Warehouse went well and I would like to thank all 
members in Somerset, and their friends and colleagues, who went on the 
web pages to vote for Eddy. 
     Eddy didn't win the second round of voting for the ‘Top 10’ but he did 
achieve enough votes to win the Kilimanjaro category, which means that 
Weston Hospicecare will receive £2,000 from Mountain Warehouse. 
Also, thank you to everyone for your generosity in giving donations and 
promises of sponsorship for Eddy's challenge - he hopes to raise a total of 
nearly£6,000 (including the £2,000 from Mountain Warehouse) in  
memory of Kathy. 

Area website can be found at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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Area Holiday Report – Llandrindod Wells  
 
Seventy members took part in the event, which was based at the Hotel 
Metropole in the small market town. The facilities were excellent and 
quite a few of the party took advantage of the swimming pool, sauna, 
steam room & jacuzzi during the weekend.  The food was also of a high 
quality and the hotel staff could not have been more helpful or efficient. 
     We had warm and dry weather throughout and the walks were well 
subscribed and took place in spectacular countryside with stunning views. 
A special mention for the work of Les Stather and the walk leaders, who 
had all diligently prepared and reccied their walks, including several that 
were reccied twice because of difficulties ‘on the ground’ and the final 
programme was one that was varied in scope and distance and contained 
something for everyone.  The picture below shows the Elan valley. 
     The three evenings contained some extra group activities with Gibby 
and Roger leading some music and singing, Chris running a whist drive and 
Hilary conducting a quiz. 
   Work has commenced on planning for the 2015 trip to St Mawes and 
the first web pages are posted at www.roughmoor.org/SM/sm15.htm.  
and this also includes a booking form. 

Roger Conway - Organiser 
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The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Channel to Channel 
 

This route from Watchet to Seaton was devised by Somerset Rambler 
Ken Young and Devon Rambler Eric Mawer.  Starting next year on March 
1st, John Lowe of Taunton Deane Ramblers is organising four linear walks 
to complete the whole path.  Dates for the following three legs are yet to 
be confirmed but if you would like to join the first one please contact 
John on johnlowe34@icloud.com by 14th February.  
     Cars can go directly to the end of the walk at Cothelstone, GR ST183 
318, by 9.30am where there is limited parking or car share from the 
Crescent car park Taunton (free on Sundays), GR ST227 243 by 9.00am 
to go on to Cothelstone. 
     Walkers will then be taken by bus to the start of the walk at Watchet 
and walk back to the cars.  There will be a small charge of about £6 for 
the hire of the coach depending on numbers. 
The distance of the walk is 12+ miles and the going is moderately hilly. 
The next three walks will follow this pattern. 
 



4 

 

 Group reports 
No reports received from Taunton Deane or Sedgemoor Ramblers  
 

Clevedon Group  Membership numbers remain constant at 161 with 
some leaving and some joining.  Advertising is ongoing and the group feel 
it is very worthwhile. 
Negotiations are in place to invite our MP Liam Fox to join us on a local 
walk. It has proved difficult due to his busy schedule and the group’s  
commitments.  We will try again in 2015. 
Footpath clearing volunteers continue to be effective with their monthly 
working programme. 
Preparations are in hand for our AGM to be held on November 29th. We 
will start the day with a local walk followed by soup and roll for lunch, 
hoping to increase attendance. 
 

Mendip Group  We have 329 members up 7 from the 322 reported last 
time. 
The working party has been out 20 times with 60% of their work being in 
Somerset.  The majority of their work has been putting in kissing gates in 
Bath & NE Somerset.  We now have two people who have undergone 
brush cutter training and have been provided a brush cutter as part of the 
SCC scheme. 
We have surveyed 72 paths during the last round of inspections. 
Walking Festival  We held a very successful festival at Wellow.  We 
had 84 walkers on Saturday and I24 on Sunday but only 25 on Monday 
due to wet weather. Our festival next year will be at Charlton Mackerel 
on the August Bank holiday weekend. 
 

South Somerset Group  Thursday walks have been very well attended, 
probably due to the fine weather. The summer supper went well and 
plans are already made for the Christmas lunch in December. 
We try to offer a choice of two walks on a Thursday.  This is becoming 
more difficult as there are not enough leaders for the shorter ‘D’ walk. 
The next Area AGM is being held in our area.  The village hall at Long 
Sutton is booked for February 21st. 
The volunteer group have been working at Barton St David where they 
have replaced a sleeper bridge and cleared a blocked up stream bed 
which was causing flooding problems at another footbridge in the area. 
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Also they have refurbished one stile and replaced another at Wyke 
Champflower . 
Our membership has increased by 4 since June. 
 

West Somerset Group Britain’s wonderful summer has been enjoyed 
to the full by the Group.  A full and varied programme has been well  
supported.  The coach excursion to Cheddar was a great success with 
walks for all levels of ability.  Membership has remained steady since the 
last report. 
     West Somerset has a close relationship with North Devon Ramblers, 
whose members carry a ‘personal details’ form in their rucksacks when 
rambling.  This is a voluntary undertaking, which has been found to be 
useful over the years.  Many of our members think it is such a good idea 
that West Somerset Committee has provided a form for our members, 
giving individuals an opportunity to use it, if they wish. 
     Somerset County Council is starting consultation on the footpath  
closures and diversions that will be necessary when  the new nuclear  
reactor is built at Hinkley Point.  West Somerset Group will be consulted 
before the orders are made. 
Unfortunately, West Somerset is currently short of a Secretary, Footpath 
Secretary and Publicity Officer, but it is hoped that we may be able to 
rectify this at our AGM in November. 
 

Woodspring Group  Our programme for August to November is 
probably the best for many a year, with all walks being well represented. 
We still have the same old problem of relying on walk leaders who have 
led walks for quite a number of years without new walk leaders coming 
to the front to help take the strain.  I don’t know how long this will go on 
for because it is getting harder to obtain leaders. 
The group had an excellent week’s holiday in early September at Gwbert 
outside Cardigan.  We stayed in the Cliff Hotel which was first class.  This 
trip was arranged by Ramblers Holidays although it was not in their  
brochure.  After such a successful week I am sure we may see this event 
taking place again.  I would certainly recommend the fantastic scenery of 
the Ceredigion coastline and other inland walks in that area .  
The incident with the cows attempting to eat one of the footpath  
maintenance team cars has been resolved with the insurance company 
paying out over £1,000.  The team are still together and we will be  
continuing our repairs and bridge building, etc. 
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