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Deregulation Bill 
Recent articles in the Telegraph and the Times suggested landowners have won a 
new right to move footpaths, a misleading interpretation of proposed changes to 
rights of way legislation put forward as part of the draft Deregulation Bill which, if 
implemented as a package, will benefit both walkers and landowners alike. 
     Landowners can already apply for paths to be diverted and most diversions go 
through unopposed. Any proposal to move a path must however meet certain 
tests; the proposed new route can’t be less convenient for walkers to use and 
mustn’t hamper their enjoyment of the path. These tests will remain in place as 
part of the Deregulation Bill, offering protection for scenic and well-used paths. 
     The Deregulation Bill, aims to simplify the process for claiming paths and  
adding them to ‘definitive maps’ making it more consistent across the country and 
less contentious.  The simplified process will mean that when a landowner is  
notified of a claim for a path across their land, they can discuss a simultaneous 
diversion with the local authority.  If the proposed new route isn’t significantly 
less convenient or enjoyable for path users, it can be processed at the same time 
as the order to add the path to the definitive map.  All unrecorded paths that 
existed before 1949 must be added to definitive maps by 1 January 2026 and with 
a backlog of thousands of paths already waiting to be added, it’s important that 
the process is speeded up or we risk losing the paths forever.  
     Many of these paths have existed for hundreds of years, made by generations 
of people going about their business and are as much a part of our heritage as our 
ancient monuments and historic buildings. By adding them to official records they 
can’t be blocked or built on, protecting them for future generations to enjoy. 
     “These articles are extremely misleading,” said Ramblers CEO Benedict  
Southworth. “The proposed legislation has been carefully put together by ... land-
owners, paths users and local government - including ourselves and the NFU - 
who have worked together for over three years to simplify the law around rights 
of way for the benefit of everyone.  Our network of paths provides an important 
role connecting people to green spaces, allowing them to travel to shops and to 
schools and are enjoyed by millions each year,” Ramblers will continue to  
monitor the development of the Deregulation Bill closely as makes its way 
through Parliament this year. 
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Walking through floods! 
 

Many walkers in Somerset have had to be particularly resourceful in 
the last month or so as heavy rain has flooded fields, covered roads 
and left footpaths and fields exceptionally wet and extremely mud-
dy.  Congratulations to all who have still managed to get out into 
the countryside despite these challenges. 

Above: Which 
side is the river?  
Walking the 
footpath along 
the River Tone. 
Left: Perhaps 
canoeing is the 
answer! 
(Photos courtesy of 
Dave Patten, Taunton 
Deane Ramblers) 
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Gus Halfhide:  A Potted History and Thoughts 
I succeeded Ann Foxhuntley in February 2013 as Chair of the Somerset Area. 
Many members won't know anything about me so we thought I should provide 
some background. I've also taken the opportunity to convey some 'thoughts'. 
     I was born in Trinidad in the West Indies and came to England (Manchester) 
with my family in 1962. My wife and I live in Binegar (north of Shepton Mallet) and 
I'm retired. I've always been a keen 'rambler' and started walking in the Peak  
District with school friends in my early teens. Since then I've walked extensively in 
the Lake District as well as other parts of the UK and latterly in the French  
Pyrenees.  
     I joined Mendip Ramblers in approx 2006 after I retired and soon became  
involved in the group's committee and the area committee. I also stood and was 
elected to the board of trustees of the Ramblers' for 2 years. As well as regularly 
walking (twice a week) with the Mendip Ramblers I'm also part of their working 
party which goes out every Tuesday. 
     The most important issue we have as an Area is, 'Do we have a role?'. We 
have been wrestling with this question for a while and I had thought that groups 
were largely supportive of the need for an Area Committee. However the paucity 
of responses for volunteers to replace David Thompson as Area Secretary leads 
me to a different conclusion. Let's be absolutely clear, we cannot run an area 
committee without an area secretary'. If no one comes forward there will 
be no area committee. 
     I think the most important challenge facing the Ramblers' is falling membership. 
Without that membership income the national association would almost certainly 
cease. Of the many people (20% of the population) who enjoy walking I'm sure the 
vast majority don't appreciate the contribution that the Ramblers' makes in  
protecting our walking environment. I went to an area chairs meeting in Bristol 
last September where Jonathan Kipling (current chair of Trustees) expressed the 
view that we should be promoting ourselves primarily as a charity, whose principal 
aim is to protect the walking environment. Most group and area committees are 
comprised of walkers and focus recruitment initiatives on other walkers. However 
most of our members are not regular walkers; they remain members to support 
those wider aims. So recruitment initiatives should be more broadly based,  
emphasising the charitable objectives whilst not forgetting the walking and the 
social activities of the groups.    Gus Halfhide, Area Chairman 
 

Reports from Groups 
Membership 
Mendip down by 16, Taunton Deane’s membership is declining, West  
Somerset remains steady but Clevedon have increased their membership.  
Sedgemoor are slightly down as several older members have been lost.  A new 
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Mendip Ramblers Walking Festival 2014 
August Bank Holiday, 23-25 AUGUST 

This year’s FREE walking festival will be set around the beautiful village of 
Wellow which lies about 5 miles south of Bath.  There are 12 circular 
guided walks over the Bank Holiday weekend of lengths between 3 and 
12 miles and the starting point is Wellow village hall. Walkers will be able 
to relax over afternoon tea at the hall, at the end of each walk.  
For more information ring Clive on 07931 382064 or visit the website 
www.mendipramblers.co.uk.  
 

The Screaming Skull by Ramblingdavid 
During one of my recent walks around Somerset I  
ventured through the Village of Chilton Cantelo and came 
across the legend of the screaming skull. 
     Opposite St. James’ Church, Chilton Cantelo is a  
private residence which houses the screaming skull.  
Legend has it that the skull is that of Theophilus Brome, 
who died in 1670. 

Brome, fatally wounded in the civil war between King Charles II and  
Parliament, spent his last days in the village.  He died in 1670 aged 69. It 
was a matter of notoriety that, at the time of the Restoration, the bodies 
of many of the regicides were exhumed and their heads cut off and  
exposed at various places.  Brome requested that his head might be taken 
off before his burial and preserved at a nearby residence to avoid this  
humiliation.  The head is still there.  The 
owners have tried on several occasions 
to bury it, but every time they have 
tried, there have been ‘horrid noises 
portentive of sad displeasure’. 
     The tomb of Brome was opened 
during the restoration of the Church in 
the 1860s and the skeleton discovered, 
minus his head. 
     For those who would like to inspect  
the skull you can make an appointment 
in writing to the farm, enclosing a 
stamped addressed envelope. 

Area website can be found at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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Ensuring cuts don't stop you in your tracks 
Some of our footpaths are falling into a terrible state of repair. The Ramblers 
have carried out an investigation into our footpaths and uncovered some  
shocking findings: 
• There are over 100,000 path problems in England that have been reported to 
councils but which haven’t been fixed. These range from missing signposts and 
overgrown hedges to dangerous barbed wire and flooded paths. 
• Over 30% of councils in England have cut their path budgets this year, following 
on from three years of severe cuts. Some councils have continued to cut  
experienced staff from their rights of way teams. 
• There are over 4,000 paths on a waiting list to be protected as a right of way. 
This protection would stop them being easily built on or closed off. 
     We work across the country to protect the paths, countryside and other 
places people love to walk. We want to work with every council, on every path, 
to ensure we can all enjoy the simple pleasures of going for a walk. 
See more at: www.ramblers.org.uk/campaign-with-us/footpath-funding-cuts 
In the South West region 10 councils have cut their budgets for paths this year.  
•  In Bath & North East Somerset there are an average of 2.9 problems per mile 
of path. 
•  North Somerset Council has a high percentage of path problem reports  
awaiting resolution. 
•  Somerset County Council is one of our Councils of Concern having cut their 
path budget by nearly £300,000 (24%) this year. However, local Ramblers are 
working with the council to minimize the impact of these cuts. 
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Paths in Crisis 
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The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

approach by their publicity officer using newspaper and free press advertising and 
the Burnham Tourist office has resulted in new members but their website is the 
first port of call for most people interested in walking. 
Walks 
Mendip have started offering monthly short 3 mile walks with tea on Mondays 
to encourage new or slower walkers. West Somerset highlights their  
Christmas walks which catered for most abilities.  Clevedon report a new  
footpath created in Brockley Combe – check out OS map 154, GR468 666.  
Sedgemoor have had an increase in numbers for their shorter walks on  
Saturdays and evenings. Taunton Deane held a successful map and compass 
training day and hopes to repeat the event.   
Holidays 
Mendip are off to Woolacombe in the spring.  Woodspring are planning to 
walk the Ceredigion Way with the help of Ramblers Worldwide.  If members of 
other groups are interested in joining check their website for details. 
Working parties 
Two Mendip members have undergone brush cutter training offered by SCC 
and now have their own cutter.  Over 43 weeks 12 gates, 73 kissing gates, 2 
stiles and 8 bridges have been improved.  South Somerset hopes the small 
amount of work done in recent months will increase in the New Year. Wood-
spring have maintained their working parties despite the weather and have 
heard that the spare cash held by the Council will be spent on bridges and gates 
which they will help to install.  Sedgemoor are carrying out quarterly  
surveys and faults including photos are being passed to SCC for action with  
positive results.  Monthly working parties have achieved good working relations 
with the Council 
Personnel 
South Somerset are looking for a chairman and a Website Manager, West 
Somerset seeks a Secretary and Footpath Secretary, Woodspring need a 
Footpath Secretary, Newsletter Editor and Publicity Officer.  
Check the group websites for who to contact if you can help. 
 

Somerset Area Holiday 2014 
Llandrindod Wells  (Friday 26th to Monday 29th September) 
Nearly all the places have been filled but Roger will be holding a waiting list 
should anyone drop out so contact him to see if there is a place or if you would 
like to go on the list.  Based at The Metropole Hotel Llandrindod Wells the total 
cost is £178 per person for three night’s dinner, bed and breakfast for shared 
accommodation in a standard double or twin room. All rooms are en suite.  
The four days of walking will be structured to suit a range of walking abilities. 
Please email:-rogertherambler@gmail.com or ring (01823-270754) if you have 
any further questions or queries. 
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Report on the January Area Committee Meeting  
Somerset Walking Festival 
The Steering Group reported that they had been unable to find the grant funding 
needed to proceed with the festival as most sources now require evidence that 
proposals include an element  of social need and advice had been that the Festival 
would qualify.  Proposals were made for groups to hold their own mini walking 
festivals (some groups already do this), Area to work towards extending Walking 
for Health walks or for Groups to introduce health walks (some already do).  As a 
result of the report Area decided to discontinue plans for the Festival but asked 
the committee to comment on how their proposals could be supported by Area.  
Signing of certain U(nclassified) U(nmaintained) R(oad) 
In some cases such roads (marked on the OS Explorer maps with green dots) lead 
through a farm to a footpath or bridleway beyond. They can appear as private 
access roads and are not marked specifically as public.  It was agreed that we ask 
the relevant highway authority to similarly sign any such UURs. Secretaries were 
asked to let Area Footpath Secretary, Paul Wright, know of any in their area. 
Reporting blocked footpaths 
Members are asked to use the on-line OS maps when reporting blocked paths.  
These can be found by searching ‘Rights of Way in …’  Several recent reports to 
footpath secretaries have been based on out of date OS maps.  
Media Officer 
Following several requests from the media for someone to represent the  
Ramblers when dealing with items concerning Somerset it was agreed to appoint a 
Media Officer.  This position to be filled at the Area AGM.  The post would work 
closely with Group Publicity Officers to promote activities and campaigns leading 
to a higher profile and, hopefully, an increase in membership of the Ramblers. 
Ramblers General Council Meeting 
General Council 2014 will take place over the weekend of 29-30 March, at the 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. If you would like to attend 
contact the Area Chair on the website. 
 

Weston Hospice fundraising  
challenge walks 

 

Mercury Mendip Challenge Sunday 1st June 2014 
Open to individuals or families with a choice of four dis-
tances—5, 10, 20 and 30, the latter completes the whole Mendip Way!.  Cost £9 
adults, £5 under 18. Walk guides available in April.  To register call 01934 423960 
or go on line www.westonhospicecare.org.uk to get your sponsorship pack. 
The hospice is also looking for people who are interested in a 12/24 hour trek 
over the Brecon Beacons on 7 & 8 June.  Contact Kaya Evans on the number 
above. 
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Coast Path Update 
Three months ago, our dream of an  
England Coast Path was hanging in 
the balance. The Environment  
Minister called the coast path a 
‘sledgehammer to miss a nut’ and we 
thought the project was under 
threat.  Because of the actions you 
took - writing to your MPs, signing 
our petition, putting pieces in the 
press and donating to our Case for 
Coast report, the Government knew 
why this is such an important and inspirational project. You made a difference. 
Today we found out that not only is work going ahead, but it looks like 
plans for our coast path are speeding up! 
So THANK YOU, we’re one step closer to a proper coast path for the country 
to enjoy.              Nicky Philpott, Director of Campaigns 
 
What’s happening in Somerset? 
Proposals for a new stretch of the path on the Somerset coast were revealed on 
17th October.  Natural England has also now produced a map which shows that 
work will have started on 75% of the coast path by 2016. The proposed 90km 
stretch skirts the Quantock Hills, made England’s first Area of Outstanding  
Natural Beauty in 1956. It includes spectacular sea views over the Bristol  
Channel, and the varied landscape is a haven for overwintering birds and contains 
a number of sites of historical interest including Daw’s Castle near Watchet. 
The route is the result of lengthy discussions with landowners and other parties, 
and is also designed to integrate with other major projects in the area – including 
the Environment Agency’s project to create more than 400 hectares of new  
wetland habitat at Steart. The route takes account of proposals for a new nuclear 
power station at Hinkley Point; existing pathways of the West Somerset Coast 
Path and the northern extent of the River Parrett Trail and improves existing 
access to the coast between Brean Down and Minehead. Work is ongoing to: 
• identify a clear and continuous way-marked walking route 

along this part of the coast, bringing some sections of the 
existing coastal footpath closer to the sea and linking 
some places together for the first time; 

• allow the route to ‘roll back’ if the coastline erodes or 
slips, solving the long-standing difficulties of maintaining a 
continuous route along the coast; and to secure legal 
rights of public access for the first time to the area’s 
beaches. 
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