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Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 22
nd

 October 2016 

Members Present: Mike Plaskitt Chair 

 David Thompson Secretary 

 Robin Downton Treasurer 

 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 

 Les Stather Webmaster and Mendip 

 Phil Bisatt Taunton Deane 

 Gerald Swayne West Somerset 

 Maggie Thompson Woodspring 

 Reg Young Woodspring 

 Guy Emery S.W.A.G. 

 Joan Gubbin Newsletter Editor 

Apologies:  

 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor 

 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 

  

1. Minutes of the meeting held on the 11
th

 June 2016 

The Minutes were accepted: 

2. Matters Arising  

The treasure reported that the trailer, provided by the footpath secretary has been completely 

refurbished and is now being used.  The footpath secretary reminded the council that the 

trailer is available for other groups should the need arise.  The Chairman also advised 

council that Mendip also have a trailer which was provided by Somerset Council.  This is 

also available for other groups if required. 

Action 0616.1 Mendip to write to SCC to provide reasons why the blockage has not 

been cleared. This has now been cleared and members of the public have reported their 

ability to walk onto the open access from the PROW. 

Action 0616.1 considered closed. 

3. Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 

a. Treasurer:  The treasure provided his report .  One group has yet to present their 

accounts for the end of the year.  This is now overdue and will be chased up by the 

group rep.  There was nothing further to add to his report. 

b. Footpath Secretary: Further to the report that it is intended to submit a Section 130 

order to SCC the secretary reported that there had been no response. It was agreed 

that the secretary will go ahead by  the 1
st
 January irrespective of any response from 

SCC. 

In view of the change of government the regulations for changes to making 

alterations to the definitive map has been delayed.  The secretary intends to await 

government movement before proceeding with any further meetings regarding the 

matter. 

The proposal of restricted access for only 3 months per year appears to rather 

excessive so the secretary will approach English Heritage to extend this period.  It 

was thought that the 3 months may be the closed period rather than the access period. 
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The secretary has had problems trying to communicate with the relevant Cabinet 

member at SCC to try to help Somerset with footpath clearance.  No response has 

been forthcoming so he intends to contact his own county councillor to raise the 

issue. 

The Ramblers Pathwatch report will be sent out to group footpath secretaries prior to 

Ramblers announcing everything on the 14
th

 November. 

When asked about the access across the Yeo for continuation of the Coast Path 

council were advised that things are moving albeit painfully slow.  English Heritage 

are finding quite a few issues which need to be resolved.  No deadline has been set. 

An access through a campsite near the sluice gate has been agreed however the route 

is along a road,,.  There is an alternative footpath which is completely obstructed in 

four places so the secretary has written to SCC to get the obstruction removed on 

health and safety grounds 

c. Membership Secretary. Concern was raised that central office are still not 

aware of their membership numbers.  A lack of confidence has been expressed on the 

way membership details are passed from central office. 

d. Mendip. Nothing further to report. 

e. Sedgemoor Nothing further to report. 

f. South Somerset Nothing further to report 

g. West Somerset Nothing further to report 

h. Taunton Deane  Nothing further to report 

i. Woodspring Further to the report was to highlight the 25
th

 anniversary walk and 

tea.  A group photograph has been sent to the newsletter. 

j. S.W.A.G. Nothing further to report. 

4. Area holiday review Deemed a very successful holiday.  Photographs were requested for 

the newsletter.   

The 2017 holiday was originally planned for Weymouth but, circumstances have 

deemed this unsuitable.  The chairman suggested that area have a surplus of funds 

from this and previous holidays which can be used to cover additional costs.  

The Cliff Hotel at Gwbert along the Ceredigion coast was suggested. This 

information will be passed to the organisers as a suggestion. 

Concern was raised regarding the booking procedure for the holiday.  As the next 

holiday has yet to be decided the information, once obtained, will be sent to groups 

for dissemination.   

Post minute note:  The holiday organisers have suggested the Charlecote Hotel, 

Charlecote, Stratford-upon-Avon during the weekend 6
th

 October to 9
th

 October. 

Details of the holiday have been sent to all groups for their members. 

The Cliff Hotel may be a venue for 2018. But it is too early to consider any firm 

bookings. 

5. Volunteers for next year’s General Council at Southampton Two members have said 

they would like to attend. Carl Earl and Robin Downton.  This will be finalized at the AGM  
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6. 2017 AGM 18
th

 February At St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey.  Details regarding 

the venue, pre AGM walk, and guest speaker was provided.  The speaker is Chris Sidaway, 

Consultant and Practitioner in Somerset Culture (£30 fee) The hosts, Sedgemoor, will lead a 

walk from the car park starting at 10.30 am and returning around 12.30 - 1 pm. The hall will 

be open for those attending to eat their packed lunches before the meeting at 2 pm.  After the 

AGM (aprox 1 hour) Chris will do a slide presentation for 45 minutes. The subject is "The 

worthy and not so worthy of Somerset from the Normans to the 18th Century."  Tea & 

Cakes will be served afterwards, around 3.45-4pm. 

It is hoped that there will be more members attending this AGM than last year which was 

very poor. 

7. D.O.N.M. Date of the next meetings 14
th

 January, 10
th

 June and 21
st
 October 2017 

atTauntfield Close, Taunton.  The secretary will book these dates with SCC. 

The secretary will confirm the hosts for the next AGM.  West Somerset believe they may be 

the next hosts.  The secretary will confirm this. 

Post minute note: The secretary can confirm West Somerset are next in line to host the 2018 

AGM. 

8. AOB. The Chairman has had a meeting with The Mendip Hills AONB.  The AONB are 

keen to promote the East and West Mendip path as a full Mendip Way Path in both 

directions.  Mendip have agreed to assist with the upkeep of the East section.  AONB are 

asking for sponsors to assist with the West section. More details regarding signage will be 

forthcoming. 

Woodspring provided a letter of thanks from Barrow Gurney Parish Council  thanking the 

working party for their work in providing new gates and opening up a number of paths in the 

Parish.  Further to this the footpath secretary will try to contact the parishes in Somerset to 

discuss the use of working parties to assist with footpath clearance and maintenance. 

The use of footpath maintenance teams led on to the membership issues.  It was suggested 

that members on a whole regard their membership fees as a cost to walking.  It was fully 

accepted that there is not sufficient advertising by central office to highlight the Ramblers as 

a charity. 

The future of the chair and secretary was discussed.  It was stated last year, at the AGM, that 

the secretary would not step up and volunteer to be the chairman unless a volunteer stepped 

forward to become secretary.  No volunteers have as yet come forward. 

The newsletter secretary has also advised council that she will step down as she is moving 

out of the area.  An advertisement announcing the requirements for both newsletter editor 

and secretary have been placed in the newsletter.  Details have also been given to groups 

highlighting the plight.  At this point the Chairman thanked Joan for all her work as 

newsletter editor.  Council also thanked her for her efforts. 

The meeting closed at 12:40. 

17.1 To ask Somerset County Council how many 

cropping orders were raised in 2015 

Footpath 

Secretary 

Closed 

0616.1 Mendip to write to Somerset County Council 

to provide reasons why the blockage has not 

been cleared.  

Further actions may need to take place 

Mendip Closed 

    

 


