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DRAFT Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 27
th

 October 2012 

Members Present: Ann Foxhuntley  Chair. 

 Roger Conway  Vice-Chair. 

 Edward Levy  Treasurer. 

 David Thompson Secretary and Woodspring Group. 

 Paul Wright  Footpath Secretary. 

 Mervyn King South Somerset Group. 

 Ruth Goodland South Somerset Group. 

 Carl Earl Area Footpath Adviser (and minute writer). 

 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor Group. 

 Gus Halfhide  Mendip Group. 

 Les Stather  Mendip Group (and Webmaster). 

 Kate Turner  S.W.A.G. 

 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset Group. 

 Mary Henry  Independent Member. 

 

Apologies: Robin Downton  Woodspring Group. 

 Keith Oldham  Clevedon Group. 

 Anita Dale Clevedon Group. 

 Diane Knight Clevedon Group. 

 

1. Minutes of meeting held 30
th

 June 2012:-Subject to the replacement of the word 

‘objections’ in minute 7, line 4 with the word ‘responses’, the minutes were agreed and 

signed. 

2. Matters arising:- 

Minute 9a: It was reported that the annual holiday had been very successful and a 

booking has been placed for the same period next year.  Already there has been a good 

response. 

3. Financial Statement:-The Treasurer’s financial statement was presented and agreed. 

4. Reports from Area Officers & Group Representatives:-These having been previously 

circulated were received.  The Treasurer reported that the Area had received its central 

funding allocation.  The Footpath Secretary also reported that Mrs. Masters, in appealing an 

Inspector’s decision not to delete a footpath in High Ham, had quoted South Somerset 

Ramblers as an interested party.  He had contacted Janet Davis, at Head Office, who had 

written formally to both Mrs. Master’s solicitor and the Treasury Solicitor making it clear that 

they were not legally party to the action (although interested in its outcome). Mrs. Masters 

application for a judicial review of the decision was turned down by a judge in chambers, but 

she has been given permission to seek a judicial review before a judge in public on 3 counts. 

The case continues. 

All other reports from Officers & Groups were accepted and there were no actions 

arising. 

5. Report from Special Regional Meeting in Plymouth on 25
th

 October:-The Secretary 

reported that he had attended the meeting with representatives from the region to meet the 

Chief Executive.  The meeting consisted largely of questions and answers.  A number of 

grievances were aired, especially criticism of the Ramblers web site and the continuing 

problems with the membership database.  The new very prescriptive directive on dogs on 
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walks was criticised as unhelpful.  Although the Chief Executive promised to consider all the 

comments made, no clear indication was given on any action.  The Secretary thought the 

meeting achieved very little and had no clear Head Office objectives to forward. 

6. AGM 2013:-S.W.A.G. representative reported that arrangements had been made for the 

AGM in Compton Dundon Village Hall on Sunday 10
th

 February 2013. There would be a 

morning walk at 10.30 with the AGM taking place after lunch.  Eugene Suggett, Chief Policy 

Officer of Ramblers, would be the principal speaker. 

7. Electronic communication:-The Secretary reported that he intended to use electronic 

communication as much as possible. Those requiring hard copy would need to specifically 

request this.  It was agreed that the Area web-site needed to be up-dated and Council 

approved the appointment of a suitable web-designer to up-date the site.  Final approval was 

delegated jointly to the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

8. Request that Somerset Host the Ramblers General Council in 2014:-The Secretary 

reported receipt of this request.  He had undertaken research, but had been unable to identify a 

suitable venue in our Area for such a large meeting. There were a few suggestions for possible 

venues put forward from council in which the secretary said he would investigate and report 

back at the next council and to Head Office. 

9. Role of Area:-There was a wide-ranging discussion on the role of the Area and the need to be 

clear on its functions.  It was agreed that the best way forward was for the officers to prepare 

a discussion paper to form the major item on the agenda of the next meeting.  The Secretary 

asked for members to send him any ideas as soon as possible.  This paper to be circulated well 

before the meeting to enable detailed consideration of the ideas put forward. 

10. Somerset Walking Festival:-It was reported that the contract for the study had been let and 

the consultant was working on producing a report before Christmas.  It was agreed that the 

report be circulated to Area Council on its receipt for consideration at the next Council 

meeting. It was agreed that Roger Conway and Edward Levy be appointed as advisers to the 

Steering Group. 

11. Proposed Award for Tony Goverd:-Mary Henry reported that Head Office had suggested a 

Ramblers long service certificate.  It was felt that this was not appropriate and Mary Henry 

was asked to pursue an application for a national honour, seeking advice from other Council 

members in making an application. 

12. Dates of Next meetings:- 
Area Council at Tauntfield Close, Taunton: 

19
th

 January 2013 

23
rd

 March 2013 

29
th

 June 2013 

26
th

 October 2013 

 

13. 2014 AGM:-Sunday 9
th

 February 2014 – Tto be arranged by Mendip Group. 

14. Items for next Council meeting:-As stated above the next meeting will be used to discuss 

the future role of Somerset area Council. 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 11.30a.m.  


