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DRAFT Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 31st March 2012 

Members Present: Ann Foxhuntley, Chair. 

 Roger Conway, Vice-Chair. 

 Rod Porter, Acting Secretary. 

 Edward Levy, Treasurer. 

 Paul Wright, Footpath Secretary. 

 Les Stather, Webmaster. 

 Mary Henry, Independent Membe.r 

 Brian & Esme Gilling, Sedgemoor Group. 

 Ruth Goodland & Mervyn King, South Somerset Group. 

 Robin Downton & David Thompson, Woodspring Group. 

 Kate Turner & Rob Osment, S.W.A.G. 

 Carleton Earl, Area Footpath Advisor (non-voting). 

1. Apologies: Hugh Pratt, Countryside Secretary 

 Gus Halfhide, Mendip Group  

 Diane Knight, Clevedon Group. 

2. Minutes of meeting held 14th January 2012: Agreed. 

3. Matters arising: Re item 4, the Hinkley Point C consultation report commissioned by 

Wraxall & Failand Parish Council has been endorsed by Somerset Area and Hugh Pratt advised 

accordingly. 

4. Reports from Area Officers & Group Representatives: These had been distributed to 

Area Council members ahead of the meeting (e-mails dated 18
th

, 20
th 

and 28
th

 March). 

Countryside Secretary’s report - By a vote of 14 For, none Against and 1 Abstention, it was 

AGREED that Hugh Pratt’s report is not accepted. He states that he should be the point of contact 

‘as multiple regional new paths and diversions are occurring in Wraxall / Flax Bourton / Ashton / 

Failand / Nailsea’. This of course is contrary to agreed procedures whereby footpath matters are 

dealt with by Group Footpath Secretaries supported by the Area Footpath Secretary and Area 

Footpath Advisor.  

In subsequent e-mails to Area officers, Hugh has written as follows: 

‘It is key, for me to remain, that I am allowed to exercise my duties as indicated in my Report. 

Please make sure that my report is accepted and agreed.’  

‘If I am unable to do my job properly, without my committee’s support, you will need to advertise it 

for someone else’  

In view of these remarks, it was further AGREED that Area accepts Hugh’s resignation. 

It is also noted that the term Countryside Secretary has been superseded by Walking Environment 

Officer. An updated role description and handbook can be found on www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer  

b) Proposed Somerset Walking Festival - The report from Mary Henry and accompanying paper re 

delegated powers for the Steering Group were noted but not discussed. Council members are asked 

to send any comments on these documents to Adrian Kellett by 10
th

 April, e-mail 

adrian.kellett@virgin.net 

c) All other reports from Officers & Groups were accepted and there was no action arising. 

5. Comments on the Area AGM: Many thanks to Woodspring Group for hosting the AGM 

and finding a very good guest speaker. The big disappointment was the poor attendance, just 39 

members. 

Having served Area for 38 years (the last 19 years as President) Tony Goverd decided to stand 

down and he will be much missed. Tony’s huge contribution to The Ramblers’ Association needs to 

be recognised and it was AGREED to investigate some suitable award for him. 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer
mailto:adrian.kellett@virgin.net
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The urgent need to either fill or cover vacant positions on Area Council: 

a) Area Secretary - David Thompson, Chairman of Woodspring Group, has volunteered to take on 

this role. AGREED that, as Acting Secretary, Rod actions all matters arising from today’s meeting 

and then arranges an early handover to David as our new Area Secretary. 

b) Membership Secretary - Gus Halfhide, the out-going officer, continues to operate as a ‘post box’ 

and forwards all weekly and monthly reports to Group Membership Secretaries. They have been 

advised how to open protected reports and reminded that (i) the data is confidential and (ii) they 

must only use the information relating to their own Group.  

However, there does seem to be a possibility of reports going direct to Groups in the near future. 

AGREED that Gus gets more details on this and it be discussed at the next Area meeting.  

c) Newsletter Editor - Diane Smith of Woodspring Group is willing to take this on. AGREED that 

Edward Levy produces the next edition of Somerset Rambler (due end of June) and then hands over 

to Diane as our new Newsletter Editor. 

d) The positions of Publicity Officer, Access Officer (including coastal access) and President 

remain unfilled and, as detailed in 4a) above, we are now looking for a Walking Environment 

Officer. Members are asked to continue to ‘sound out’ possible candidates. 

6. Other action required: 

Update of authorised signatories on the bank account - AGREED that (i) all cheques and payment 

instructions up to £100 be signed by the Treasurer alone and (ii) all cheques and payment 

instructions over £100 be signed by any two of the following three officers – Chair, Treasurer and 

Secretary. 

The necessary form will be completed and, as part of this, Unity Trust Bank requires Area to 

formally pass the following: 

It was resolved that: 

 1. Unity Trust Bank (“the Bank”) shall continue to act as Bankers for the account  detailed 

on Page 2 of this Change of Signatory Request Form; 

 2. The Bank’s terms and conditions were produced at the meeting and were  approved; 

3. This Mandate for the operation of the bank account payment instructions and banking 

services is provided to the Bank and that amendments to the Mandate may be provided by 

any Committee member or any other officer of the organisation who is notified to the Bank 

as being authorised by the Committee to do so; 

4. The Bank is entitled to rely on this Mandate until it receives a later Mandate amending it; 

5. The Bank will be notified in writing of any change in Committee members of the 

organisation. 

AGREED and duly resolved. 

b) Appointing an Independent Examiner of the annual accounts – An approach is being made to a 

member of Taunton Deane Group for this role.  

c) Finding a representative re the Exmoor Consultative Parish Forum – AGREED that West 

Somerset Group seeks a volunteer from their membership. 

7. Instructions for delegates to General Council:  Copies of motions going to General 

Council were distributed ahead of the meeting. Each motion was discussed and our voting delegates 

duly instructed. 

1) Maintaining & Protecting Public Rights of Way – Support. 

2) Membership Subscriptions – Inclined to oppose. Listen to debate and use discretion. 

3) Subscription Rates – Listen to debate and use discretion. 

4) Membership Recruitment – Support. 

5) Ramblers Commercial Partnerships – Inclined to oppose but listen to debate and use 

discretion. 

6) Digital format of Definitive Maps – Support. 
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7) Canal & River Trust – Support. 

8) to14). Constitutional Motions – All seem to be reasonable. Use discretion. 

8. Items for discussion at the next Area Council meeting on 30
th

 June: These will include a 

report from our General Council voting delegates; examining the role of Area Council and decisions 

to be made re the proposed Somerset Walking Festival. 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 11.30a.m.  

 


