
DRAFT Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 8th January 2011 
 
Present:  Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 

   Tony Goverd, President   
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary  
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor & Publicity Officer    
   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary (and RA Trustee) 
   Carl Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
   Les Stather, Mendip Group 
   Tony Fawle & Rod Senior, Sedgemoor Group  
   Ruth Goodland, South Somerset Group 
   John Ollerenshaw, Taunton Deane Group 
   Marion Davies & Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
   Guy Emery, S.W.A.G.             
 
1. Apologies:  Roger Conway, Vice-Chair 
   Diane Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Kate Turner, S.W.A.G.     
 
2. Minutes of meeting held 30th October 2010: AGREED subject to the following 
deletion to Item 6 a) Update on Somerset County Council’s position re voluntary working 
parties - Delete ‘Installation of stiles, kissing gates, fingerposts and footbridge kits should 
be undertaken by contractors and not by volunteers.’    
 
3. Matters arising: Re item 17 of the October minutes, we are due to discuss whether to 

purchase a digital projector for shared use by Area and Groups. Unfortunately, this was 
‘missed’ from today’s agenda and will now be carried forward to our next meeting. 
 
4. Reports: These were sent out ahead of the meeting as part of the Agenda and 

supporting papers. After due discussion, the following actions were AGREED - 
a) Area to make a contribution of £50 towards the costs of Wessex Wanderer for 2011. 
b) With 50 places now taken, Area to issue a cheque for £1250 to secure the Tenby 
holiday booking.   
          
5. Update re Group Working parties: Mendip Group officers are to meet County 
Councillor David Hall, the portfolio holder, towards finalising agreement of procedures for 
working party volunteers. As previously discussed, there is full liaison with the Area 
Footpath Secretary and Footpath Assistant on how this important matter is progressed. 
On the plus side, S.C.C. Rights of Way manager Sarah Littler has been impressed by 
the standard of pilot work undertaken and is considering how the scheme can best be 
‘rolled out’ to other voluntary groups. 
It is hoped that Sedgemoor Group’s working party will be next in line. They have no 
clearance work for January and are raring to go.  
Additionally, both Taunton Deane and South Somerset Groups want to be involved in 
path maintenance and S.W.A.G. will be considering whether they could do likewise. 
In North Somerset, Woodspring Group’s volunteers continue their good work under 
Martin Raines’ leadership. Martin is now considering whether the group’s tasks can be 
extended to include the installation of path furniture and bridges. (It was good to hear 



that Martin’s efforts have been recognised by a Ramblers’ 75th Anniversary Volunteer 
Award) 
And finally, also in North Somerset, Clevedon Group’s Footpath Secretary is currently 
mobilizing volunteers for footpath work     
 
6. Adoption of revised Code of Practice for Rights of Way: A second draft has been 
circulated and AGREED that this be adopted subject to the following amendments -  
Part 1, item 4c - add the wording ‘on all matters including Group footpath working 
parties.’ 
Part 1, item 12 - amend the last sentence to read ‘For Somerset County the Definitive 
Map on line is generally up to date.’ 
It is recommended that a copy of the Code of Practice is held by the Area / Group 
Chairman, Secretary and Footpath Secretary. 
             
7. Campaigning: The Dead End Campaign Roadshow for South West England was 

held in Taunton on November 16th. This was led by three staff from Central Office and 
was well attended by Somerset Area members. Themes were (i) active campaigning 
about budget cuts; (ii) developing partnerships to help local authorities deliver service, 
and (iii) direct action to improve the footpath network.  
Our Somerset Campaign Team has been active in campaigning by writing to all County 
Councillors; sending out a press release; asking members to campaign against the cuts 
using the County’s special November edition of ‘Your Somerset’; attending meetings of 
SCC’s Scrutiny Committee and full Council and using the opportunity to speak at the 
Council meeting. 
At a meeting with SCC Rights of Way staff, issues discussed included: 
i) Budget cuts and staffing. Over the past year 36% of RoW posts have been lost. Area 
Wardens are down from 7 to 5 and Area boundaries are being re-drawn.  
Details of the revenue budget for 2011-12 are still awaited and may well not be available 
until well into February. The signs are of significant reductions. 
ii) The county wants to keep paths open and are increasingly looking to voluntary help. 
iii) The pilot scheme for our footpath working parties with Mendip Group has been 
completed and the County wish to begin rolling it out with another Group. The emphasis 
is on footpath furniture / maintenance. 
iv) Issues the County is addressing include training our footpath working party leaders; 
forging closer links between our footpath working parties and Parish Path Liaison 
Officers; dialogue with the Ramblers over work priorities; SCC staff undertaking legal 
work with land owners, and SCC staff organising and overseeing work parties. 
v) Meetings with Councillor David Hall, the SCC Cabinet member. 
vi) Other ways in which the Ramblers might be able to help keep footpaths open, 
bearing in mind that the gap between reported footpath problems and resolution 
continues to grow. 
vii) Ramblers taking the lead in inter-agency efforts for a Somerset Walking Festival in 
2012.  
Following the above report, Central Office’s new campaigning initiative - a ‘thank your 
council’ postcard - was discussed. The general view was that the idea had not been 
properly thought through and Rod will convey this to Campaigns Officer Rachel Alcock. 
       
8. Membership: Gus’s report was distributed ahead of the meeting and again reminded 

us that all Areas / Groups are asked to focus on recruiting and retaining members. 
Additionally, details have been received of the following - 



a) A new recruitment initiative: For the month of March only, Groups will receive the 
entire first year’s membership fee for every new member they recruit by direct debit. 
While obviously supporting efforts to increase membership, we do have reservations on 
this scheme. Although a financial incentive is put forward, there is no ‘new use’ for such 
money, i.e., nothing that Groups could not obtain through the usual budgeting 
procedure. 
b) A membership growth pledge: Areas / Groups are asked to sign a pledge statement to 
demonstrate their commitment to growing the Ramblers’ membership. In our view, the 
way this has been put forward is both patronising and divisive.   
Again, Rod will convey the above comments to Central Office.   
          
9. Group news: Distributed ahead of the meeting. No additional matters came forward.  
          
10. Final arrangements for Area’s Annual General Meeting: As decided at last 
October’s meeting, a much reduced Annual Report has been produced. This has 
brought a saving of over £300 but still remains a time consuming task. Hopefully, we will 
receive feedback from members on the new format. 
On discussing nominations for office, the following are willing to stand for re-election - 
President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, 
Publicity Officer and Newsletter Editor. 
Nominations at the AGM will also include - 
Rod Senior re the vacancy for Access Officer 
Paul Wright re the position of  Area Footpath Secretary 
Les Stather re the new position of Area Webmaster 
As he will be incurring costs in attending, AGREED that a payment of £50 is made to our 
guest speaker, Professor Roy Brown.  
 
11. Submission of motions for General Council 2011: None.  
 
12. 2011 dates for Area Council meetings: In previous years we have held meetings 
at the end of March, June and October. AGREED that we continue this pattern.  
 
 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 12.15 p.m. 
 
 
 


