
RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION SOMERSET AREA 
Minutes of meeting held Saturday 28th June 2008 
 
 
Present :   Tony Goverd, President 
   Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Owen Star, Vice-Chair 
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary & Publicity Officer 
   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary 
   Chris Hewett, Sedgemoor Group 
   Ian Rendall, South Somerset Group 
   Roger Conway, Taunton Deane Group 
   Guy Emery, S.W.A.G. 
   David Thompson, Woodspring Group 
   Nick Harding, Mendip Group 
 
1. Apologies : Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Lucy Adams, S.W.A.G. 
   Di Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Marion Davis & Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held 22nd March 2008 : Distributed with the June 
Agenda and AGREED. 
 
3. Matters arising : Re our representation on other organisations (item 9), John 
Ollerenshaw is not a voting member of the Quantock Hills J.A.C. but does attend 
meetings as an observer as does Mary Henry. However, Roger Conway is the 
Somerset L.A.F. representative on the J.A.C. and is a voting member.  
 
4. Reports from Officers : 
a) Vice-Chair - Following a request from Norton Radstock Group (Avon Area) 
Owen has recently added their programme to our Area website. Regular visitors 
to the site should notice that he has started to review and update existing general 
information pages. He is also developing new ones - one listing the RA's 
charitable aims and another outlining the Marine Bill and coastal access - and 
these will be uploaded very soon. Owen would welcome suggestions from 
anyone who has any ideas about what additional pages or information should be 
added and, as always, he would like Groups to provide him with continuous 
updates of committee member changes and anything particular to their Group 
that they would like available generally on the website. 
Having recently spent five days camping on the Isle of Wight, Owen has now 
walked and finalised all eight of October's Area holiday walks. He will be writing 
to all participants shortly with full details of the holiday and to request final 
payments. Owen will be returning to the Isle of Wight with two walk leaders in 



September so that he can recce his own walks and show them the ones they will 
be leading.  
b)  Secretary - A further supply of letter headings and compliments slips has 
been ordered and will include the revised wording re the R.A.’s registered charity 
status. Details were given in Circular 08/05 and the Spring issue of Group News 
and, as a reminder, the new wording should also be used on a whole range of 
other items including programmes and newsletters, invoices and receipts, e-
mails re official R.A. business, websites, etc.  
Updated BT Phonebooks are being published this month and both the ‘Taunton’ 
and the ‘Weston-Super-Mare & the Mendips’ editions will include an entry for the 
Ramblers Association. Rod's phone number will now be shown (instead of Mary’s 
as in previous years) and the cost for both entries has increased to a total of  
£51.68 per annum.                                                                      
c) Treasurer – Jean has had to give her apologies but advises us there is nothing 
to report other than to say we have £2947 in the bank. This should be more than 
adequate to last us until the end of the year.                                                    
d) Footpath Secretary – Firstly, Mary gave an update on two test cases. 

The Winchester Case : The Court of Appeal upheld the requirement that 
evidence be submitted with applications. This is good news for us in 
Somerset as the Trail Riders Association failed to submit evidence with 
the 184 BOAT (Byways Open To All Traffic) applications it submitted to 
the County Council. As such, S.C.C. finds all the applications non-
compliant and the relevant paths will remain restricted byways. 
South Petherton Case : R.A. member Mr Kidner took up this case re an 
obstructed footpath. The District Judge came down in his favour, ordered 
the obstruction be removed and was very critical of both S.C.C. and the 
landowner. However, the landowner is now going to the Crown Court to 
challenge the decision and as a result Mr Kidner is faced with huge legal 
costs. The likely amount is in excess of £50,000 and, to help towards this, 
a contribution of £10,000 is being made by the Open Spaces Society and 
a further £5000 being made available from the R.A.’s central funds. Mary 
has discussed the position with Janet Davis (RoW Policy Co-ordinator, 
Central Office) and recommends that Somerset Area also makes a 
contribution towards Mr. Kidner’s legal costs.  

Mary then proposed that a payment of £500 be made to assist Mr Kidner and this 
generated a great deal of discussion. In brief, it was felt that (i) Central Office had 
already made a significant contribution re legal costs to date and (ii) it was 
unclear why the landowner's subsequent challenge to the judgement made 
against the S.C.C. should lead to additional costs for Mr Kidner. It was therefore 
proposed, seconded and AGREED that a decision be deferred until our next 
meeting by which time we hope to have received some clarification of the 
position.  
There has been a positive and productive meeting with the S.C.C.’s Rights Of 
Way Team and an exchange of information has been agreed. They are 
undertaking a survey of missing and out-of-repair bridges and will let us have a 
copy on completion. For our part, we will provide them with (i) copies of the 



R.A.’s new strategic plan ‘Fresh Air, Firm Ground’, (ii) full details of the revised 
R.A. Civil Liability Insurance and (iii) information about people taking part in 
Group Working Parties. Mary will be liaising with Sarah Perry, RoW Campaigns 
Officer at Central Office, on this last item. 
There has also been a joint meeting of Group Footpath Secretaries and the 
Somerset Area Campaign Team. We particularly appreciated the attendance of 
Central Office staff and the updates on current R.A. news and issues. Matters 
discussed included (i) agreeing the duties of the Area Footpath Adviser and (ii) 
increasing the availability of short, local walks including lesser used paths. Both 
matters will be discussed under Agenda items 8 and 9 below. 
e) Publicity Officer - Circular 08/34 gives advice on arranging Area or Group 
activities for Use Your Paths Week, 20th to 28th September. This year’s theme is 
‘Working Together’ and we are asked to try and involve town and parish councils 
and other organisations in walks and events.  
That same week, on 22nd September, we have Europe Car Free Day and this 
gives an excellent opportunity for walks based on public transport.   
Mary will of course be publicising Use Your Paths Week locally and this will be 
done by (i) issuing press releases, (ii) producing leaflets giving an amalgamated 
walks programme and distributing these to libraries, and (iii) arranging a display 
at Taunton Public Library on walking and the R.A.’s wider aims. If you have some 
photos Mary could use in the display - walking groups, footpath working parties, 
obstructed paths - they would be much appreciated. 
Looking ahead, the Festival of Winter Walks will be from 26th December to 4th 
January. As stated in Circular 08/08, this will be the Festival’s 20th Anniversary 
and it has become the R.A.’s key walking event re generating media publicity, 
raising the profile of the Ramblers and finding new members. The deadline for 
submitting walk details to Central Office and ordering publicity material is 30th 
September.  
Publicity and Recruitment Workshops arranged by Central Office have taken 
place around the country and Mary attended the one held in Bristol. Topics 
covered included ways to boost membership, using local contacts, what we can 
do re lapsing members, etc. and she is sharing details of the workshop with 
Group Publicity Officers.           
f) Membership Secretary – Gus has provided the usual spreadsheet providing 
membership figures plus comments and a copy is attached at the end of these 
Minutes. 
Gus also distributed a copy of Circular 08/31 sent to Group Membership 
Secretaries re problems with the monthly reports produced by the new database 
system. Problems are being fixed but Gus emphasised the following points: 
Any unresolved discrepancy in your Group figures should be referred not to 
Central Office but to him as Area Membership Secretary.  
Group Membership Secretaries are asked to start receiving reports electronically 
rather than through the post.  
g) Countryside Secretary - Nothing to report.   
h) Access Officer - The monthly Access Bulletins from Central Office have been 
predominantly concerned with the progress of the draft Marine Bill re coastal 



access. The R.A. is trying to be as supportive of the government’s proposals as 
possible and it looks like all is set for a full Marine and Coastal Access Bill in 
November. 
Locally, no issues or queries have been brought to Rod's attention. As agreed, 
he is simply 'standing in' as our Access Officer and would welcome contact from 
any member who might be interested in taking on this role.   
 
5. Reports on General Council : A copy of Central Office's summary of events 
was sent out with the June Agenda. 
As for our delegates, Roger Conway's observations were distributed mid-April 
and copies of Mary Henry's report have been handed out today. 
 
6. Update on public liability & personal accident insurance cover : Rod 
confirmed that our annual insurance cover with BTCV has been renewed at a 
total cost of £291.95. Although this duplicates the public liability cover available 
through R.A. Central Office, it additionally provides personal accident cover for 
those of our members who participate in a Group working party. 
However, we still need to clarify matters and identify what insurance cover is 
available from the local authorities for whom the maintenance and improvement 
work is carried out. Rod will be gathering information on this and reporting back 
in due course.  
 
7. Further discussion on the Area Newsletter : Rod has obtained quotes re 
printing the newsletter and introducing the following improvements – 
Collating the pages, at present a long and tedious job for our Newsletter Editor. 
Moving from A4 to A5 format to assist with Group delivery. 
Very competitive figures have come from Colourtone and from Wessex 
Malthouse. The latter is already known to us through printing our Annual Reports 
and can produce the newsletter on 100% recycled paper, a feature that 
Colourtone can not offer.  
AGREED that we accept the quote from Wessex Malthouse as follows : 
A5 format   Recycled paper   Print run 1800 
Content supplied by Newsletter Editor using Microsoft Publisher 
Finishing - Fold, stitch and trim   Delivery - Telephone when ready 
Price (ex VAT) - 16 page booklet £177.00 
   12 page booklet £152.00 
     8 page booklet £  99.00 
Discussion also took place on a possible move to electronic delivery to members. 
AGREED that this would be too big a step to consider at present but should be 
reintroduced for consideration in twelve months time.     
 
8. Agreeing the duties of the Area Footpath Adviser : As Area Footpath 
Secretary, Mary felt she needed technical support. Area was pleased to take up 
Carleton Earl’s offer of help and duly appointed him as Area Footpath Adviser.  
Quinton Hawkes also expressed interest in such a role but it seems he has since 
withdrawn. 



At the recent meeting of Footpath Secretaries it was agreed that the Area 
Footpath Adviser would concentrate on specific matters relating to proposed 
changes to the path network and the pursuit of deficiencies. He therefore 
receives copies of consultations, Notices of Orders, Orders and Notices of Public 
Enquiries. 
In addition, he is available to assist in applying for Definitive Map Modification 
Orders and the provision of evidence. 
To examine the position from another angle, the following Central Office 
guidance details the main responsibilities of an Area Footpath Secretary : 

1. Report to the Area Council. 
2. Take an active part in encouraging and developing the Area’s team of 

footpath workers and ensuring that everyone knows what they should be 
doing and what statements they are allowed to make and what decisions 
they are allowed to take. 

3. Be responsible for reviewing the training needs of the team and seeking 
the advice and support of Central Office in organising training events and 
materials. 

4. Seek to be a source of expertise on rights of way matters for the Area, its 
Groups and members of the public who seek advice. 

5. Be responsible for keeping other Area officers (particularly the publicity 
officer and news editor) informed of developments in rights of way work, 
e.g., particular campaigns, or successes in re-opening paths or at public 
enquiries. 

6. Be the main point of contact between Central Office and the Area’s 
footpath workers. Always be responsible for advising Central Office of 
changes to Area/Group footpath personnel and for approaching Central 
Office with any request for legal action once Area support has been 
agreed. 

7. Keep details of neighbouring Area Footpath Secretaries and liaise with 
them as necessary. 

8. Seek to ensure that the Area’s footpath workers know the Area’s 
Countryside Secretaries and liaise with them as necessary. 

9. Be the lead officer in all Area rights of way campaigns. 
10. In conjunction with the Area Treasurer, develop the Area annual budget 

for footpath activities and keep it under review. 
Looking at this list, the Area Footpath Adviser will take on responsibility re item 4 
and will work alongside the Area Secretary re items 2 and 3. All the remaining 
responsibilities remain solely with the Area Footpath Secretary. 
AGREED that the role of the Area Footpath Adviser is confirmed as detailed 
above. 
 
9. Outline proposal to increase the availability of short local walks : This 
item arose from discussion at the joint meeting of Group Footpath Secretaries 
and the Somerset Area Campaign Team. 
a) There is growing evidence of public demand for short local walks. 



b) Providing more such walks would help us recruit and broaden our membership 
base. 
c) Engaging people in walking locally and including lesser used paths would help 
meet the R.A.’s aim of making the rights of way network accessible to all. 
Mary Henry would like to develop this idea and, as a first step, attend Group 
committee meetings to go into further detail. 
After general discussion AGREED that Area Council gives its support in principle 
to this initiative and looks forward to receiving feedback from Mary at subsequent 
Area meetings. 
 
10. Reports from Groups :  
Mendip – Membership currently stands at 373 with walks, social events, etc. 
being well supported. The August Bank Holiday walking festival planning is well 
in hand with footpath work almost completed. Details of walks times etc. will be 
advertised soon and e-mails will be sent to all Somerset Groups whose support 
would be appreciated. 
Our working party stalwart Bob Berry has been awarded an MBE in the Queen's 
birthday honours list for his work and tireless commitment to maintaining 
footpaths in the Mendip area. 
Publicity for the Group and the Ramblers as a whole continues through members 
setting up a stand at local fetes, advertising and promoting the RA's work.  
Sedgemoor – Chris gave us an entertaining account of a recent themed walk. 
This featured a harmony group, the Taunton based Rivertones, who entertained 
walkers with barber shop singing at various points along the route. It proved a 
huge success and Chris will be recommending them to Taunton Deane Group. 
South Somerset – A full walks programme and social events continue to be well 
attended. It is very encouraging to report that the Group's working party is going 
out more frequently – once a month at present rather than twice a year. Work is 
supervised by a South Somerset District Council ranger. 
West Somerset – Everything ticking over as usual. 
Taunton Deane – Progress is being made on a new book of Somerset walks and 
funding is being obtained from the Health Authority towards the cost of 
production. 
The Group's efforts to establish The East Deane Way in collaboration with the 
Borough Council and County Council have finally come to fruition. The 38 mile 
waymarked route is being officially opened next week and details can be found in 
a series of six leaflets available from the Tourist Information Centre or the 
Borough Council. 
Woodspring - The Group had a very successful week’s holiday in Newquay in 
April with some excellent walks in this lovely area. Once again the majority of 
walkers were accommodated in the same hotel which meant everyone had a 
base for evening meetings to discuss the next day's walks and also a great social 
centre. All due to research done by Social Secretary Cliff. 
There has been another joint coach trip with Clevedon Group but unfortunately 
few from Woodspring felt able to go this time as they had only returned from 
Newquay the day before. However those who went had a very enjoyable day. 



In addition to the usual full walks programme, two long distance walks have been 
taken in stages - the Butcombe Trail and the Samaritans Way. The completion of 
the Butcombe Trail was celebrated with an evening tour of the brewery and the 
presentation of t-shirts to those who had completed all of the stages.  
Other events have included the first part of a walk along the Somerset Coal 
Canal and, together with members of Weston Walking Group, a Cream Tea Walk 
in Blagdon. 
Finally, seven of Woodspring’s ladies used their Ramblers walking legs to 
complete the Breast Cancer Charity Moonwalk through London during the night 
of the 17th May.  26.2 miles in 7 hours 40 mins – non-stop!  This definitely 
promoted walking with the Ramblers, basic walking fitness - coupled with plenty 
of training of course! 
S.W.A.G. – A good mixed programme of walks and activities is in place but the 
priority remains to find new members. Flyers and posters have been distributed 
and many thanks to other Groups helping to 'spread the word' about SWAG.  
 
11. Preliminary arrangements re Area A.G.M.: This will be on Saturday 14th 
February 2009 and will be hosted by Clevedon Group. Rod has provisionally 
booked Kate Ashbrook, RA Chairman, as our guest speaker. 
 
12. Items for discussion at the next Area meeting (Sat. 25th October) :  
Our next meeting will see us at the start of the 2008/09 financial year. Therefore, 
one important item to be discussed and decided is the amount of funding to be 
requested from Central Office to meet Area’s and Groups’ budgeted 
requirements. 
Other discussion points will include : 
Further consideration on making a contribution towards legal costs in the 
Winchester Case. 
Advertising income for walks programmes and other publications. 
A ‘potted history’ of the Somerset Area Campaign Team - who they are and what 
they do.  
The October meeting will also be an opportunity to meet Carleton Earl, Area 
Footpath Adviser. 
 
The Meeting closed at 12.05 p.m. 
 
 

************************************************************ 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENT : Summary of membership figures 


