
SOMERSET AREA’S 43
rd

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Nether Stowey Church hall Saturday 18th February 2017 

30 members appended their names to the attendance sheet , however, the secretary 
counted 37 at the meeting. 

1. Apologies:- 

Les Stather 

2. Opening remarks from the chair:- 

The chairman welcomed everyone to the AGM and was pleased to see 
a much larger audience than last year. He thanked Sedgemoor for hosting the 
venue and for a fine array of refreshments. He welcomed Ramblers vice 
president, Kate Ashbrook, and looked forward to her presentation after the 
AGM. 

3. Minutes of the AGM held on Saturday 13th February 2016 at Staplegrove 
Village hall:- 

It was brought to the attention of the chair and secretary that the 
minutes of the meeting were highlighted as the Area’s 41st meeting and this 
current AGM was the 43rd AGM.   

 Post minute note:-  The current secretary can confirm that an error 
was made on the 2016 AGM which should have been the 42nd AGM with the 
2017 AGM as the 43rd AGM.  The secretary apologises for this error. 

It was also brought to the attention of the table that the postcode for the venue 
was incorrectly recorded.   

Post minute note:-  The secretary has checked this and can confirm the 
postcode was taken from a web page which was incorrect.  Details of the 
venue, using the postcode were provided by the secretary, not the hosts.  

 A comment was made regarding the omission of the guest speakers 
name on last year’s minutes but this year’s agenda provided the names of the 
speakers.  The chairman advised that the speakers names were noted on 
agendas but, as the speakers were after the official AGM, the names were 
omitted. It was agreed that the names of guest speakers would, in future, be 
noted in the minutes.  

4. Matters Arising:- 

There were no matter arising. 

5. Receipt and adoption of the Annual Report:- 

The Chairman presented his annual report, copy attached below.  It was 
agreed that the annual report should be provided much earlier to enable 
members to review and respond.  This would enable the receipt and adoption 
of the report as required.  The secretary said he would ensure this happened 
by the next AGM 

6. Receipt and adoption of the audited statement of accounts:- 

The Treasurer presented the audited accounts, copy attached below. 
The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Carlton Earl, seconded by 
Phillip Bisatt  and carried unanimously. 



7. Election of Honorary Officers: 

Before the election of honorary members the chairman advised the members 
that he would be standing down and the secretary will stand for election as 
chairman.  These post moves were agreed at previous council meetings. 

There were no volunteers for the post of secretary so the current secretary 
informed the audience that, due to various personal reasons he would not be 
in a position to stand for the chairman’s position if no one came forward to 
stand for secretary.  This still received no volunteers.  The treasurer then 
advised the members that, should there be no volunteers for these posts, he 
would not be able to continue as treasurer.  This still received no response.  
The secretary tried to advise members that this is an important post and is 
necessary to keep the area alive and active. Central office are relying more 
and more on the areas to play a more active role in keeping groups informed 
and together. Furthermore, without a newsletter there is a greater emphasis 
on the secretary to ensure information is relayed from central office to the 
groups and vice versa. At this point Kate Ashbrook, the Ramblers President 
and guest speaker from central office got to the floor to further strengthen the 
need for the posts and for area to continue.  She advised everyone that 
central office need to be able to communicate with groups via the area 
management team. There is more and more help and advice coming from 
central office to help everyone so the position of secretary is really very 
important. The secretary then continued to advise everyone that help is 
available from central office, in the way of workshops and meetings etc. to 
assists the various posts. 

The treasurer then advised that his next task would be to wind the accounts 
down. 

The secretary then announced that the chair, secretary and treasurer would 
stay in the posts until the next council meeting in June.  This will allow time for 
members to go back to their groups for discussion and for central office to try 
to assist in a way forward.  The chair then asked members to provide a 
mandate to allow the council members to appoint the honorary officers without 
the need for an extraordinary general meeting.  This was proposed by Peter 
Gatonby and seconded by Maggie Thompson.  The proposal was carried 
unanimously. 

Chair Mike Plaskitt Until June 2017. 

Secretary David Thompson until June 2017.  

Treasurer Robin Downton. Until June 2017. 

Footpath Secretary Carlton Earl. Proposed by Reg Young and 

 seconded by Philip Bisatt.  

Membership Secretary Les Stather. In his absence it was assumed he 

 wishes to continue in the post.  Proposed by Carl 

 Earl and seconded by Robin Downton. 

Newsletter Editor No nominations. 

Publicity Officer No nominations. 



Webmaster Les Stather.  In his absence it was assumed he 

 wishes to continue in the post. 

8. Election of two individual members 

The secretary informed the chair and members that he did not think it 
plausible that we should ask for individual members while we are unable to 
find honorary members. This was agreed and no individual members were 
sought.  The chair suggested that the introduction of individual members may 
just entice them to consider  volunteering one of the vacant posts, however, 
there were no volunteers. 

9. Appointment of an independent examiner. 

Mr T Sheehan has agreed to continue. 

Proposed by Lynda Stewart, seconded by Maggie Thompson and carried 
unanimously. 

10. Nominations to General Council 2017 University of Southampton 
Saturday 1 April to Sunday 2 April 2017.  

The General Council is the ruling body of the ramblers and every area is 

allowed to send voting representatives to the annual meeting.  Numbers of 

voting members depend on the size of the area, with a minimum of 2. 

Observers can also be sent but cannot vote on the motions or speak.  It elects 

the trustees, Chairman and Treasurer.  The trustees can decide not to 

proceed with passed motions but have to explain why to the next General 

unopposed.  The two Somerset representatives are Robin Downton and Philip 

Bisatt. 

11. Directions to Area Council 

The Chairman expanded this title to Directions to Area Representatives to 
General Council. 

Somerset have proposed one motion. Provided by the footpath secretary.  

The motion is ‘The Ramblers should make every effort to ensure that any new 

agricultural payments system resulting from Brexit contains an effective 

mechanism to ensure that anyone in receipt of public funds meets their legal 

obligations with regard to public rights of way and other public access. 

Ramblers should work closely with other environmental groups, as well as 

landowners, to ensure that Government subsidies for agriculture encourage 

improvements to public access and other environmental benefits’.  

This motion is being put forward as a joint motion with Cornwall.  The 2 
council representatives will be provided with the background information 
should they be required to speak at the General Council. 

The meeting closed at 2:50 PM. 
David Thompson 
Area Secretary. 
 
Post minute note dated 27th February 2017:  Since the AGM Les Stather 
has volunteered to assume the post of secretary and Mavis Monahan, from 
Woodspring, has volunteered to become the next newsletter editor.  Mavis will 



be communicating with Joan to transfer all information to assume the post in 
time for the next edition of our Somerset Rambler in June.   
Thank you to both members for stepping up to the mark. 
An email has been sent to members of general council informing them of this. 
These posts will be ratified in June. 
 
David Thompson 
 



Ramblers Somerset Area AGM 

18th February 2017, 1400 

Hosted by Sedgemoor at Nether Stowey Village Hall. 

Annual Report 2016-2017 

The Chairman’s report last year covered problems  with the board of trustees, and 
the issues being raised at the general council. The attempted suppression of 
discussion from areas was stopped, but the issues seem to continue, with a third of 
the board resigning in recent weeks.  No doubt this issue will again be raised at the 
2017 General Council. 

Footpath issues continue to dominate the Area Council, with the continuing saga of 
High Ham coming to a head again.  

Cropping is a continuing problem, but we have discovered that we can make 
representation to the Rural Payments Agency, to abate the payments to persistent 
offenders.  You will see later that we are raising the issue in the context of BEXIT 
and the removal of the CAP. 

Numbers continue to decline slowly, possibly due to our success in maintaining the 
network, and the perception that all will continue without any effort. 

The Big Pathwatch has been developed to provide a vehicle for reporting footpath 
problems.  Use will give Ramblers HQ a view of the health of the network, and 
footpath officers visibility of problems in their area. 

This will be my first and last AGM as Chairman, David is taking over, subject to 
endorsement later on, but we do not have a nomination for Secretary. If no one 
comes forward today, we will need to try to recruit someone during the year. 

This has been a short report, and it only remains to thank the area council members 
for their support,  and wish them well for the next year. 

Mike Plaskitt,  

Chairman. 

Ramblers Somerset Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Accounts for year ending 30th September 2016 

 

 


