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THE RAMBLERS – SOMERSET AREA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Somerset Area’s 39 Annual General Meeting 

The Area A.G.M. will be held on Sunday 10
th

 February 2013 

commencing at 2:00pm at Compton Dundon Village Hall (Meadway Hall). The 

address for the Village Hall is Ham Lane, Compton Dundon, Somerset TA11 

6PQ.  Directions to the Hall are: Turn onto Ham Lane from the B3151 in the 

middle of the village (thatched house on corner of junction and fingerpost to 

Hall.)  When travelling from Compton Dundon village centre, the hall is on the 

right hand side, signed for Post Office.  There is parking at front and rear.  Exp 

141. Grid Reference ST 488 328. 

Please refer to the following pages for the agenda and supporting papers 

Nominations for office, which must have the nominees’ consent, are invited for 

all posts.   Please note that such nominations should be in writing and 

received by me ahead of the AGM. 

Each group should nominate two representatives to serve on Area Council. 

A morning walk is being arranged by  S.W.A.G. (Somerset Walking and Activity 

Group). Meet at Compton Dundon Village Hall at 10:00am for start at 10:30. 

Please bring a packed lunch. 

The guest speaker this year will be Eugene Suggett from Ramblers Head 

Office.  Eugene is the Ramblers Senior Policy Officer He has responsibility for 

rights of way matters at central office and has specialist knowledge on definitive 

map issues.  Eugene deals with many requests for information and advice from 

footpath workers in those Areas and from members of the public. 

As our guest speaker this year is from head office I feel sure there are many 

questions you would like to put to him so please turn up for a good walk and an 

interesting and hopefully lively meeting. 

Refreshments will be served after the meeting. 

David Thompson 

Ramblers Somerset Area Secretary. 
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AGENDA 

1. Apologies. 

2. Chair’s opening remarks. 

3. Minutes of A.G.M. held on Saturday 11
th
 February 2012 at Shipham Hall. 

4. Matters arising from these minutes. 

5. Receipt and adoption of the Annual Report. 

6. Receipt and adoption of the audited statement of accounts. 

7. Election of Honorary Officers: 

President 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Treasure 

Footpath Secretary 

Membership Secretary 

Access officer 

Newsletter Editor 

Publicity Officer 

Countryside Secretary 

Webmaster 

8. Election of two individual members. 

9. Appointment of an independent examiner. 

10. Nominations to General Council 2013 on 13–14 April at the University of 

Warwick, Coventry. 

11. Motions to which notice given by 1
st
 December 2012. 

12. Directions to Area Council. 

13. Report on the area 2012 holiday and future 2013 holiday.. 

SPEAKER:  Eugene Suggett from Ramblers Head Office. 
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Membership Figures 2011/12 

 

Group October 

2011 

December  

2012 

% Change 

SO - Somerset Area 1909 1857 97.27 

SO01 - Mendip 336 341 101.5 

SO02 - Sedgemoor  171 161 94.15 

SO03 - South Somerset 379 358 94.46 

SO04 - West Somerset 201 209 103.98 

SO05 - Taunton Deane 320 294 91.88 

SO06 - Woodspring 205 217 105.85 

SO07 - Clevedon 195 178 91.28 

SO08 - S.W.A.G. 71 67 94.37 

SO96 - Affiliated 12 10 83.33 

SO98 - Non Group 

members - 

29 23 79.31 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESSES  
National - www.ramblers.org.uk 

 

Area - www.somersetramblers.co.uk  

 

 

 

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales 

no. 1093577, Scotland no. SC039799) and is a company limited by 

guarantee, registered in England and Wales ( no.4458492). Registered 

office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 

London SE1 7TW 
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Annual Statement of Accounts for 2011/12. 

 
 

 

Income and Expenditure Account for year ended 30
th

 September 2012 

 

See separate page enclosed 
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Minutes of A.G.M held on 11
th

 February 2012  

at Shipham Village Hall. 

 

 
David Thompson, Chairman of Woodspring Group, welcomed everyone to the 

meeting. A total of 39 members attended. 

1. Apologies for absence: Don & Angela Aldridge, Roger & Linda Conway, 

Howard Davies, Andy & Lesley Evans, Hugh Pratt & Les Stather. 

2. Minutes of A.G.M. held on 12
th
 February 2011: Agreed. 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes: None. 

4. Receipt and adoption of the Annual Report: Unfortunately there was an error in 

the paragraph re the Hinkley Point C nuclear power station. The third sentence 

should read ‘These will have a transmitted power of 400,000 volts and be carried 

on 50 metre tall pylons.’ 

Subject to this correction, adoption of the report was agreed. 

5. Receipt and adoption of the statement of accounts: It was confirmed that, as 

Independent Examiner, Rosemary Docherty considered the accounts to have been 

properly prepared and to give a true and fair view of Area’s finances for the year 

to 30
th

 September 2011.  

It was agreed that the statement of accounts be adopted. 

6.  Election of Honorary Officers: The following were elected unopposed: 

Chairman   Ann Foxhuntley 

Vice- Chairman   Roger Conway 

Treasurer   Edward Levy 

Footpath Secretary  Paul Wright 

Countryside Secretary  Hugh Pratt 

Webmaster   Les Stather 

With a number of incumbent officers wishing to stand down and no further 

nominations received, the following Area roles remain vacant – 

President.   Secretary. 

Membership Secretary.  Access Officer.  

Newsletter Editor.  Publicity Officer. 

The outgoing Secretary was prepared to remain in post for a 6 month period and 

every effort should be made to fill these vacancies. 
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7.  Election of two individual members: Mary Henry was duly elected but there 

was no other nomination. 

8.  Appointment of an independent examiner: No nomination was forthcoming. A 

letter of thanks will be sent to Rosemary Docherty for previously fulfilling this 

task. 

9.  Nominations to General Council: It was agreed that Les Stather and David 

Thompson attend as Area’s two voting delegates. 

10(a)  Motions to which notice given by 1
st
 December 2011: None. 

10(b)  Directions to Area Council:  

THE ROLE OF AREA - In view of the struggle to find officers, Area should 

instigate a full debate on whether there is a need for an Area Council. 

On a positive note, the Area Footpath Secretary provides advice and support for 

Groups; helps bring a consistent approach to dealing with footpath matters, and 

takes lead responsibility for footpath campaigns. 

On the other hand, electronic communication does now offer alternative means of 

undertaking the many tasks where Area is simply passing on information, reports 

and funds from Central Office to Groups. 

Other parts of the organisation must be in a similar position to us and Somerset 

Area should make Central Office fully aware of the difficulties faced. 

WALKING FOR HEALTH (WFH) – With the Ramblers’ bid to manage the 

WFH programme likely to be successful, there is some initial concern because (a) 

it will target a significantly different type of walker and (b) there has been no 

indication as to whether Group involvement will be sought 

DATE OF THE AGM – Consideration should be given re moving the date of the 

AGM. There has been a poor attendance today and this may well be because it is 

the start of the school half-term. 

12. Any other business:  A vote of thanks was given to those officers now 

standing down and particularly to Tony Goverd for his long service to the 

Ramblers’ Association. He has been a fount of wisdom and knowledge at Area 

Council meetings and will be much missed. 

The A.G.M. concluded at 3 p.m. 

GUEST SPEAKER – Mrs Jenny Barnett, a volunteer from The National 

Arboretum at Westonbirt. 
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Annual Report 2011/2012. 

President’s Report 

As  we do not have a president at the moment I will try (but probably not succeed) 

to match Tony Goverd’s admiral reports which dealt with the position of 

Ramblers generally each year. Local Authority cutbacks are clearly having an 

effect on footpath maintenance in spite of assistance of working groups all over 

the country. Membership is falling nationally in spite of attempts to recruit new 

members. 

The Government is trying hard to encourage people of all ages to take more 

exercise and there is an opportunity for Ramblers to capitalise on this. There is 

scope to work with Health Authorities to encourage people to walk more and 

realise the pleasure of walking in the countryside. 

I have always been concerned about the amount of antagonism that often exists 

between farmers and walkers and we could perhaps do more to understand their 

problems and encourage walkers to follow the Countryside Code particularly with 

regard to leaving gates as they were found and about leaving litter. 

It is up to all of us to do our best to promote walking and encourage others either 

to take it up or increase their activity. 

 

Ann Foxhuntley. 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Once again it has been  a successful year for Somerset Ramblers with the groups 

flourishing and putting on programmes of interesting walks and social events. 

Roger Conway once again organised a successful holiday for the Area which gave 

people a chance to meet up with members of other groups. 

The County Council still has financial problems which are impacting on footpath 

work but some progress has been made on the use of working parties although not 

as much as we would have liked. Further work has been done on the proposal for 

a Somerset Walking Festival and the steering group have been very diligent. Area 

Council has also been considering the future of the Council and ways in which we 

can support groups and Central Office.  The Area website is being revamped and 

further  items are being added all the time. 

I am now stepping down from the Chair after several years as there is now a need 

for a younger person with new ideas. 

 

Ann Foxhuntley 

Chairman. 
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