
SOMERSET RAMBLER
IT’S MORE THAN JUST ORGANISING WALKS

For the fourth year running our Mendip Group has organised a Festival of Walks for the long end-of-August week-end. This is to celebrate the work the group’s footpath working party has undertaken over the last 12 months. The party members go out each week and tackle the work parish by parish and good relations have developed with Mendip District Council over the Rights of Way maintenance work.

BATCOMBE has been the lucky parish this year with the working party building 85 stiles, 8 bridges and putting in over 100 finger posts! What an achievement.

Over the long week-end: 10 walks of differing lengths were organised. One walk was planned with the Family Country​side Walkers group when 16 members met up at the Village Hall for a leisurely 3 mile walk which included follow​ing a winding stream. This gave much pleasure to the children who had a wonderful time playing. Parents look after their children on FCW walks with RA members doing the leading. Members of all four walks that day joined in the afternoon village fete. Cream teas were much enjoyed.

What a pleasure to follow routes well signed, stiles easy to climb and footpaths easy to walk.

The Festival brought home that a key aim of the Ramblers Association is to keep the entire network of Rights of Way open for ALL the walking public to enjoy. It was an excellent way to learn about the less well known work members undertake - groups are much more than walking clubs.

Do come to our next Area AGM - on the 18th February. Volunteering will be the key theme. Andrew Chadwick, who has special responsibility for development of this at central office will be our guest speaker and will be part of a panel including the Mendip DC Rights of Way Officer and our Mendip group’s organiser of the footpath working party. Come and learn about the hidden benefits volunteering can bring.

Mary Henry

The Use Your Paths Footpath Work Awards 2005

Two years ago the Footpath Campaigns Team launched the RA’s first Footpath Work Awards. Well this autumn sees them make a welcome return as the Use Your Paths Footpath Work Awards.

As most of you already know (because we’re always saying it) only 69% of paths in England meet the criteria of ‘easy to use’. Yet every year hundreds of volunteers save local authorities thousand of pounds by carrying out all sorts of footpath work. They do clearances, they put up signs, they way mark, they build stiles, they repair bridges, they involve different groups from the community and they have fun doing it! The list goes on and on. II makes you wonder what sort of state the footpath network would he in without all this free of charge effort.

As part of Use Your Paths 2005 the Footpath Cam​paigns Team once again wants to acknowledge tin-sung heroes throughout the land. So if you are a member of a group that carries out footpath work let

us know. Please contact Des* for a nomination form. Alternatively you can nominate via the RA website:

www.rambler.org.uk/footpathsawards
or the Use Your Paths microsite:

www.useyourpaths.info/footpathawards
We’ll accept nominations from England, Scotland and Wales and you don’t need to be a member of the RA to be eligible but every nomination will require some evidence (photographic would be best) of why your group deserves an award.

The winners will be announced in the spring 2006 edition of walk as well as the appropriate Footpath Campaigner.

*Des Garrahan, Campaigns Officer, tel: 020 7339 8526
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More on the Use Your Paths Challenge

The Footpath Campaigns Team is starting to learn to its cost that the use of ‘teaser-type’ trailers in Footpath Campaigner, while certainly arousing interest, has not given enough detail on this project as people would like. Several readers have been in touch to ask for more information on the Challenge and seek clarification of its aims. So here, in the interests of promoting lots more interest and discussion on the project, and a little earlier than planned, are some more details:

Firstly, the Use Your Paths Challenge is not a path survey. Path numbers will not be used, copies of the definitive map will not be needed, and detailed reports on the condition of each and every path will not be required. So, now we’ve clarified what it isn’t....

The Family group provides programmes (phone 01823 333369 for details) especially chosen to be of appeal to families with young children. All members of the family, including grandparents are welcome and older people who enjoy shorter walks taken at the children’s pace.

The Use Your Paths Challenge is an invitation to all walkers to walk all the paths in England and Wales in the 18 months be​tween spring 2006 and autumn 2007, The unit of measurement will be a grid square, and walkers (groups or individuals) will be invited to tell the Footpath Campaigns Team when they have walked all the paths in a grid square. People will be encouraged to take part in the Challenge through the normal channels and greater use of the Use Your Paths website. We will advise partici​pants to work from Ordnance Survey maps.

Final details are yet to be settled, but basically the Challenge will

operate at three different levels:

1)
All walkers in England and Wales Will be invited to walk paths

and tell us that they have done so.

2)
Walkers will be asked to report any problems they come

across to the relevant highway authority and follow-up these reports where possible.

3) Path work groups will be invited to carry out practical path maintenance as part of the Challenge.

No level of involvement will require a time-consuming, labour-intensive survey. For RA Groups, the most effective way to meet the Challenge would simply be to ensure that Group walks cover all paths in a selection of grid squares in their area over the 18 months of the project. Some Areas and Groups might decide to divide up their grid squares from the outset of the project, While others might prefer to see what happens in the course of the first six or twelve months.

As we’ve said before, this is a big challenge. Hopefully its scale will inspire and motivate us even more. At the very least we will raise the profile of the rights of way network and illustrate its importance to a vast number of people. Who knows what else might happen as a result...?

Adrian would be delighted to hear from anyone who has thoughts or questions on the Challenge.

Adrian Morris,

Head of Footpath Campaigns,

tel: 020 7339 8524
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Don't forget to visit the Area Web Site

www.somersetramblers.ore.uk
The Ramblers ‘ .4ssociation promotes rambling, protects rights of way, campaigns for access to open country and defends the beauty of  the countryside.


