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The county-wide elections have just taken place and, as a result, new and        
returning councillors will be taking up their posts as your representatives within 
Somerset County Council.  This is an ideal opportunity for ramblers in Somerset 
to contact the decision makers within the council to ensure that they understand 
just how important the public path network is, not only for the well-being of the 
residents of Somerset but also for the local economy. It is vital that Ramblers 
members lobby their County Councillors now to make sure that when budget-
setting time comes around the new council will ensure that the rights of way     
department gets the money it needs to maintain and defend the countyôs path   
network. 
 
What are we asking you to do?  
 
We would like to contact as many new and returning County Councillors as      
possible to let them know that the residents in their divisions care passionately 
about Somersetôs public path network. With their help, enough pressure may 
come to bear on the decision makers within the council to achieve a significantly 
increased budget for Somersetôs paths in 2009. 
 
Enclosed you will find: 

o 1x postcard 

o Table displaying Somersetôs county councillors by division 

 
Please see the table overleaf to identify who your county councillor is, then simply 
write their name on the addressee section of the card and also in the space      
reserved for your salutation.  Then you just need to sign the card (and add a brief 
message of your own if you wish), place a stamp on it and pop it in a post box. 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Mary Henry, Somerset Area Footpath Secretary: 

(  01823 333369 
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Blackdown & Wellington East:  
Ross Henley  

Blackmoor Vale:  William Wallace  
Brent:  Alan Ham  

Bridgwater East & Bawdrip:  
David Hall  

Bridgwater North & Central: 
David Loveridge  

Bridgwater South:  Stephen Gil l 
Bridgwater West:  Ann Bown  

Burnham-on-Sea North:  
Peter Burridge -Clayton  

Cannington:  John Edney  
Castle Cary:  Bob Little  

Chard North:  Jenny Kenton  
Chard South:  Jill Shortland  

Cheddar:  Dawn Hill  
Coker:  Cathy Bakewell  
Crewkerne:  John Dyke  

Curry Rivel:  Derek Nelson  
Dulverton & Exmoor:  
Frances Nicholson  

Dunster:  Christine Lawrence  
Frome North:  Peter John  

Frome Selwood:  Maggy Daniell  
Frome South:  Alvin Horsfall  

Glastonbury:  Alan Gloak  
Highbridge & Burnham-on-Sea South:  

John Woodman  
Huntspill:  Mark Healey  
Ilchester:   Sam Crabb  
Ilminster:  Kim Turner  

King Alfred:  David Huxtable  
Langport:  Derek Yeomans  

Lydeard:  John Wilkins  

Elected Councillors for Somerset 
County Council  

Martock:  John Bailey  
Mendip: Central & East:  

Gloria Cawood  
Mendip North East:  Matthew Ellis  
Mendip North West:  Harvey Siggs  

Mendip South:  Ken Maddock  
Mendip West: Ron Forrest  

Minehead:   
Brenda Maitland -Walker  

North Curry:  David Fothergill  
North Petherton:  Derek Alder  

Shepton Mallet:   Margaret Robinson  
Somerton:  Jimmy Zouche  

South Petherton:  Anne Larpent  
Staplegrove:  Elaine Waymouth  

Street:  Terry Napper  
Taunton & Trull:  

Stephen Martin -Scott  
Taunton East:  Steve Brooks  

Taunton Fairwater:  
Danny Wedperkopp  

Taunton North:  Claire Gordon  
Taunton South:  Hazel Prior -Sankey  

Taunton West:  Alan Paul  
Upper Tone:  Tony McMahon  

Watchet & Quantocks:  
Anthony Trollope -Bellew  

Wellington:  Andrew Govier  
Wells :  John Osman  

Wincanton & Bruton:  Anna Groskop  
Yeovil East :  Tony Lock  
Yeovil North & Central: 

Peter Gubbins  
Yeovil South: Dave Green  
Yeovil West:  Tim Carroll  

Electoral Division & Councillor  Electoral Division & Councillor  
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Somerset Campaign  
Update (July issue)  

 
 
Since the last Area Newsletter the Somerset Campaign Team has been busy with 
the build-up to the council elections.  With the prospect of new councillors and a 
change to the councilôs decision making structure this is an ideal time for       
Ramblers to show how important the public rights of way network is to the people 
of Somerset as well as visitors and push for more funding for Somersetôs paths in 
the years to come. 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter is a postcard which we are asking members to send 
to their new or returning councillor.  It would be fantastic if every county councillor 
in Somerset received a postcard from a Ramblers member in their division.  
Please post your card out today and show your County Councillor just how much 
Somersetôs paths mean to you! 
 
As well as preparing for the county elections, the Campaign team has continued 
to strive for an improved working relationship with the Rights of Way Team at the 
County Council.  April therefore saw three members of the Campaign Team visit 
the council offices for a meeting with Sarah Littler, Manager of Rights of Way 
Maintenance and Development.  The meeting was positive and productive with 
various issues discussed, including Somerset County Councilôs bridges survey 
and the issue of funding the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  It is hoped that 
such meetings can take place on a regular basis. 
 
If you would like to be part of the Campaign team, or would like any further       
information about the campaign, please contact Sarah Jones, Campaigns Officer 
at Ramblers Central Office, Tel: 020 7339 8582,  
email: sarah.jones@ramblers.org.uk. 

2009 - Llandrindod Wells  
  

It has become a custom with the Mendip Group to have a spring holiday over the 
weekend preceding Easter, when hotels are willing to offer some good deals in 
order to fill those empty rooms and to have a full house to get their staff in tune 
for the Bank Holiday rush!  This year's vacation from Friday April 3rd until      
Monday April 6th was held at the Metropole, Llandrindod Wells and was          
organised by that affable Plymouthian Mike Beveridge, ably assisted by Gill 
Moxey.   
 
The hotel proved an instant hit with the 60 members who travelled north!   It was 
very well appointed with good sized rooms. We also benefited from a swimming 
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pool, jacuzzi, sauna and a steam room plus a pretty good gym.  Meals were of a 
high standard too and well presented.  Everyone agreed that it was the best       
holiday yet, despite the increase in price compared to previous years.   
 
ñThe same again next year please"!   
 
That is, apart from the unfortunate accident, which necessitated the air  ambulance 
to airlift one of our party to hospital!  Andy and Monica Hopkins from  Axbridge  - 
who only became acquainted with us at the end of February during a pub walk from 
their local, The Lamb -signed up as members and joined us on the holiday by    
taking advantage of late cancellations. 
 
Sadly, fate deprived Monica of much of her walking after breaking her leg.  It     
happened during Saturday afternoon on the longer of the 2 walks, which started 
from the Elan Valley visitor centre.  It was a very pleasant day with good walking 
and the only blemish had been a trio of motor cyclists who passed us ploughing 
their way over the hills !  Lunch was taken beside the reservoir whose shore we 
then followed for some way.  Leaving a metalled track, we had covered one and a 
half miles over soft ground and were descending a steep bank which was both 
boggy and slipperyééé. Monicaôs foot went into a hole and before she could   
regain her balance, her momentum caused her leg to break. 

After calling the emergency 
services, an ambulance      
arrived, but carrying a 
stretcher over this sort of 
ground was not going to be a 
picnic, so the crew summoned 
the air ambulance and soon a 
helicopter arrived to whisk 
Monica off to Hereford      
General Hospital, where she 
was duly plastered up before 
husband Andy brought her 
back to the hotel. The next Monica is loaded into the helicopter 

evening Monica ï seated in a wheelchair ï joined us for dinner.  
 
On each of the four days both a short and a long walk were available: Kington on 
the way on Friday (a little foggy in the hills, but a nice walk), Elan Valley on      
Saturday (walking down to and around an impressive reservoir and later on    
seeing the emergency helicopter flying over us with Monica in it) and on Sunday, 
starting from the hotel for more lovely walks.  On our way home on Monday, The 
Red Lion Inn at Llanafan Fawr was the point from where we ï after an amusing 
little talk about pub and church by Terry - our last 2 walks began. We all made it 
back in time before the rain started and for those who were hungry there was a 
nice warm meal at the inn. Unfortunately, we were a couple of days too late to 
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 take advantage of the "2 meals for a £10er" offer!    
 
Before eating, the landlord kindly opened St Afan's Church, on the opposite side 
of the road, for us.  
 
Hats off to the walk leaders:  Tony Parsons, Bob Berry, Hillary Malpas, Bill      
Stitfall, Mike Beveridge, Owen Star and Terry Pearce, who all took time out to 
travel to Wales and recce those enjoyable walks!  
 
Peggy Frampton - Mendip 

Sunshine, flowers and the West Mendips  

The weekend after Easter Woodspring Ramblers put on a walk from Wells to 
Weston along the West Mendip Way.  Thirteen walkers completed the whole 31 
miles over the two days of the weekend and they were joined by several others 
for part of the walk.  It was a superb introduction for one new member of the 
group and Woodspring members were also joined by two Ramblers Association 
members from Oxfordshire. 
 
It was a weekend of blue skies with a gentle wind from the East, mostly on the 
walkersô backs. The views were splendid of the coast, the Somerset levels and 
the Mendip ridge itself.  One lunch stop was amidst the startling yellows of gorse 
and the more subtle yellow of cowslips ï accompanied by a lovely view towards 
the coast.  The other lunch stop, in an amphitheatre above  Battcombe Hollow, 
was equally spectacular.  There was one coffee stop overlooking Ebbor Gorge 
and another amidst primroses, bluebells, ladyôs smock (cuckoo flower), violets 
and wild garlic. 

Woodspring Ramblers regularly   
arranges gliding evenings in con-
junction with Mendip Gliding Club, 
so the walkers were especially     
interested to watch a glider winched  
into the skies and then drop the tow; 
many of  the walkers  had              
experienced the same thing from 
within a glider at Mendip and could 
imagine how it felt!  It also gave the 
opportunity to try to convince those 
who had not already tried gliding to 

                                                                        sign up for the next event. 
 
The transport to the start of the walk each day was provided by Congresbury 
Community Transport.  Thanks to the walkers, the weather and the good          
underfoot conditions as well as the spring flowers, this was a weekend to          
remember.   Marion Davies - Woodspring 



 

6 

Corsica ?  Yes, but it helps to be young and fit !  
 
Having , over three trips, exhausted many of what we considered the better walks 
in the Dolomites ,a walking colleague suggested Corsica as the next challenge. 
Having explored many walking opportunities on other Mediterranean islands, I 
saw no reason to duck this opportunity, so, carefully choosing a time that  should 
be dry but also cooler, we flew in to Calvi on the north coast and headed for Corte 
in our hired car. 

 

Let me say from the start the landscape and vegetation in September in the north 
of the island is somewhat uninspiring, and it was only the single track railway that 

followed the road that proved an interesting distraction.  
 

Grey skies and rain dogged our first explorations around Corte and a      
neighbouring valley, and fate definitely was not on our side when we somehow 

missed the footpath still within sight of the town !  

 
The skies cleared for our trip up the Restonica gorge ,and we were amazed to 

find an almost full car park at the end of the road. From here there is a good 
quite well marked  path up past two rock strewn  tarns. The determined can then 

scramble up a further 300 metres via vie ferrata(iron cable) to a plateau where 

the famous GR 20 traverses. The views were great here but the walking tough ,as 
you have to watch where you place your feet among the ubiquitous granite    

boulders. 
 

Choosing a lower walk the next day from the village of Venaco proved             
demanding, as despite the Sunflower guide and 1:25,000 map, the required    

footpath leading off a well -defined track proved elusive for quite a time. No   

markers. just a slight gap in the scrub vegetation ,and a hairy descent over scree 
and under fallen trees. Climbing 600 metres back up to the village was  quite a 

slog, but the occasion was made memorable when we encountered a friendly  
elderly gentleman sitting on his front step.  After very little ceremony he kindly 

invited us in for a beer, and, in conversing in our schoolboy French, we           

discovered he was a retired legionnaire who had fought in the Algerian conflict. 
He also insisted on taking us to visit his friend, an ancient English born retired 

mercenary. All in all an interesting meeting.  
 

Another walk from an upland village proved exceptionally tough as not only was 

the path unremittingly steep, it also disappeared in places with no paint splodges 
on boulders. When we crossed a stretch of ñAlpine ñ pasture edged by scrub 

woodland we traversed huge tracks of land roughly denuded of turf and small 
plants. In the wood there definitely was a brooding silence, but, strangely, we 

never caught sight of any of the soil disturbers throughput the walk. Itôs an     
interesting fact that over 10,000 wild boar are shot on the island every year, still 
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leaving plenty behind !  

 

A salutary lesson was learnt on a pleasant coastal walk south of Ajaccio : never 
walk without food!  Though a swim  in warm azure waters was great, it  stimu-

lated the appetite,  but it was the chefôs day off at the beach caf®, and every 
other place we passed was closed. We eventually planned to stop at a            

restaurant by the road on the drive back , but all were closed!  Our luck seemed 
out until we noticed a village bakery still serving. Parking and dashing back, we 

had the frustration of having to join a queue and see the shelves being steadily 

emptied by the vultures (sorry, genial local villagers) ahead of us! We literally had 
the last pizza  and cream slices left in the store.  

 
On our last walk we planned to walk up a stretch of the GR 20 to one of the    

refuges. The going was so tough we never made it. And decided to just sunbathe 

instead ! 
 

Unlike many of the footpaths the food on the island when we could get it !) was 
excellent. The cold meat platter served as a starter was memorable ,and .as for 

civet sanglier(wild boar stew)é..formidable!! 
 

John Ollerenshaw - Taunton Deane 

The Lycian Way ï Part 1  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the Euro strong against the pound, and a member of the group keen to try 
this long distance path, eight Taunton Deane Ramblers met to plan a walk in    
Turkey.  Spring seemed to be the best time ï not too hot and a lot of lovely     
flowers ï and mid April was chosen.  At first we toyed with the idea of doing it all 
ourselves ï booking flights, places to stay and using a non- walking participant to 
drop and collect us each day.  Close reading of the guide book and study of the 

 



 

8 

very rudimentary map resulted in a breakdown of the route over nine days which 
would take us from the start at Ovacik to finish a third of the way along at Phellos.  
Costs looked at being about £900 each including flights. We checked online with 
various companies offering walking trips along the Way and they all offered just 
highlights, though one or two did say they could tailor make a trip for us.  But we 
wanted to walk it all  in the right order without a guide!  At this stage a couple    
including the driver dropped out and we went back to a company we had been 
talking to, the inappropriately named Cotswold Walking Co, who said they could 
do exactly what we wanted for a slightly higher price.  Their secret was the         co
-owner is Turkish!  So we booked, the itinerary arrived and we were on our way! 
     
 
The walk is quite strenuous ï some days we did only 9 miles or so (the average 
was about 11) and our longest day was over 16.  Our maximum climb on one day 
was over 3000ft.  The Way is marked French Grande Randonnée style with red 
and white markers and crosses to denote the paths not to take.  Marking is done 
by volunteers and was of variable quality.  After a disastrous day scrambling 
through thorny, scratchy maquis scrub for a couple of hours we learnt to go back 
to the last marker if we had not seen one for a while.  The Lycian Way site has a 
link to a site with GPS coordinates that one member downloaded and they were 
very useful in confirming we were on track and walking in the right direction, but 
without a useable map did not help with detailed problems.  Underfoot it was      
paths - stony and flat, goat tracks and unsurfaced roads.  We walked over      
mountain tops, through forests, meadows, orchards and villages. The views of the 
Turquoise Coast were stunning, the flowers amazing, the tortoises abundant and 
the people we met were very friendly. 
 
The Way passes through some incredible ruined sites ï none of us knew any    
Lycian history and were fascinated to learn about this ancient culture, which was 
the first democratic society.  The Lycians were great tomb builders and their cities 
were invaded first by the Greeks and then the Romans who left behind              
amphitheatres, aqueducts, agoras and temples.  Although archaeologists have 
excavated the sites there does not seem to be much money spent on them and so 
the scrub has grown back and parts look much as they must have done when first 
discovered in the 18

th
 century.  Tombs removed by an English explorer can be 

seen in the British Museum! 
 
 

 

Lycian tombs & baby tortoise 



 

Our accommodation varied from 4 star luxury to simple huts with en suite         
facilities, a pension in the old part of Kalkan and a hippy camp - not                  
recommended!  Food was simple with lots of salads, fish and meatballs. Beer and 
wine was plentiful along with apple tea.  
 
 We are soon to have a get together to view a selection of our 1000+ pictures to 
drink apple tea and plan our next yearôs trip to Turkey along the Lycian Way. 
 
(If anyone is thinking of walking the route and would like to discuss it in more    
detail contact Joan on 01823 490201).  
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LYCIAN ALBUM 

The start  Climbing  

Amphitheatre  Beer on the terrace at Faralya  


