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SON4HRSHT RAN,{BtER
Somerset Area - RfGHTS OF WAY - Facts and Fiqures

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL has 3752 miles of rights of way - the 4h longest per square
mile in England

RIGHTS OF WAY are made uD of: 2964 miles of footoaths
595 miles of bridreways
184 miles of RUPP's - road used as a public path
4 miles of BOAT'S - byway open to ail traffic

Footpath distribution is uneven: South Somerset has 522 miies
West Somerset has 185
Taunton Deane has 522
Sedgemoor has 479
Mendip has 742 miles

Within Somerset County Council Right of Way work is divided between the County and Dislrict
Councils (except for West Somerset). The County keeps the definitive map and changes to it.
District councils undertake maintenance work for the county by agency agreements.

The Rights of Way Officers for maintenance work are:

South Somerset: Claire Freeman - Yeovil
David Shears - Langport
Paul Attwood - Wincanton
George Montague - Chard

West Somerset: Glen Martin of Somerset CC
Taunton Deane: Trevor Noyes
Sedgemoor: David Edwards
Mendip: Sheila PetherbridAe

NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL as a unitary authority undertakes all aspects of RighLs of Way
work. It has 514 miles of Rights of Way, made up as follows:

4zl0 miles of footpaths
25 miles of bridleways
23 miles of RUPP's
I mile of BOAT's

The Rights of Way Officer is Richard Phillips

(Much of this information lvas given by Mrs Paula Hewitt of SCC who was Guest Speaker at our
AGM in February)

Any problems with footpaths can be taken to the Rights of Way Officers - their phone num-
bers can be obtained from the Area Secretary. Back-up is also available from our Group Foot-
Dath secretaries.



. Blildingt, <or:rntr or <on$,Ed

. Pcfee.tiol lo,.6r or.s

S'ngL t.ip d dn $61<@r
Sp<rd mts lw foallcr
childa udc.,l ysor, <o'scd rttt

. Bd poribl. (oE. ol pcLc.iiol

. Ror€c ot <crcr opiod pllr 2a
hdr dd3rda oelnortaAs o supporter of the Rombler! Associoiion. you could b€nefft hom prebrentiol

rdlEs ovoiloblc ic you ond your fom;ly

rd ihh.diot! <owr, tu,itEr iniormotid or rour ne obligslion
q,ofdrion call FREE ncid on tte nvobe belo^"

Lii.r o.. oFn 8.30dn tt 8Fn Abn Fri, 9om l,o lpm Sd
Pleora alota rde,ence RAM2

()vct 30% paths in Enghnd (509b in Wales) are
difficult to use and the local hir;hrvav authority
has a lcgal dury to maintain all thcr nghts of
u'ay for public use. So if you report a problem
thev should fix it. If they lail to act ()n thesc rc-
pofis the R.,\ putsues the matter h]rthcr. In cx-
reme cases all the wav through thr coufts but
mostlv by apph'ing local ptcssurc on thc coun-
cil. -'\nd it all starts with vour rcpon.

'lhc 
'-a'\ tries to makc it as sirnplc irs po-ssible

for etcrybodv to do this. V'e've produced a
vcn handy Rqotting l>atb Pmblemt leaflet and
wc'vc qot plenrv of stocks for vou to requcst.
()r if vou prefer in this electtonic agc rvc hare a
couple of online options to try. \'ou c:afl linl to
wu.'w. ramblcrs. org. uk/campaigns / tepott. htrnl
u'hich udl make sure rve qct a copr of the rc-
port. l\ltefnatjvcly you could e mail vour hiqh-
wav authodfi' .Jitect. Scc wwrv.ramblcrs.org.
uk/info/contacts/links.htmi krr highu'av au-
thoritv contact dctails) with thc deterls of the
problem.
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Wolking ond Public Tronsport

Eco-wclking - how obout wolking and using
public tronsport ond leoving the cor behind2
ff is worihwhile confacting TICs for trans-
pofi informofion e.g. First hos o service 300
Exmoor Coost Link which runs doily between
9n April to 29h October 2004 trovelling be-
tween Tounton ond Bdrnstople ond with 12
bus stops with occess io the coosf poth.

SAMARITANS WAY SOUTH WEST
a new 100 mile walk - BzuSTOL - LYNTON

Devised by two Bristol RA members over some
1l years.

Guide book f5.45 (including p & p).
Cheque 1o Samaritans Way SW Association,

6. Mervyn Road, Bishopston, Bristol, BS7 9EL

Details from Neil Burton, Bristol Ramblers,

e-mai I samaritansway@aol.com
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Britain on the move

The RA is playing a key role in this major media health
campaign. Launched on ITV on 29 April, the cam-
pargn's core messages are to encourage pople t0
take up walking as a regular form of exercise and pro-
mote a more active lifestyle, The M js working in part-
nership with ITV as well as the Department for Health
and Sport England.

Of course an essential element in encour-
aging the nation to take up walking as a
part of a healthier lifes$le is an open and
usable footoath network. A network that
meets the needs of this new and keen au-
dience. A network tnat is welcoming to
families and welcomes walkers of all ages
and abilities. Local authoritres will need lo
play their parl as well and we'll be monitor-
ing the success of this ambitious project -
paying attention to thought and feeling of
finttime walkers.

As a key partner in the campaign we are providrng our
walking for health booklet - Take 30 - for people who
need help and encouragement, as well as publicising
walking with M groups and the benefits of member-
ship. The project will build up to the ITV Day of Walk-
ing on Sunday September 19 when the nalion will be
encouraged to take part in a wide number of organised
walks across the country, in partnership with the M's
'Welcome to Walking Week' festival ('18 - 26 Septem-
ber). A key element to this will be the Walks Finder
Database on the M website and we would be grateful
if you could advertise as many of your walks on the da-
tabase as possible. lt is the best way of informing peo-
ple that we have a vaned walking programme for them
to Darticipate in.

Taken from Footpath Campargner lssue 39

Discover North Tenerife ; warm-r'inter walking
(Nov.-Easier); three mountaitr ranges;
experienced Winter-resideul guides ; private
coach ; discnunt botel accommodation. KWA, 9l
Broad Valley Drive, Bestwood Village, Nottm.
NG6 8XA.
www.kwa-guidin g-tenerife.com

GRAN CANARIA - JANUARY 2OO4

Fa on{ooe urho !s tooktng ic o urtnter uolk'ing hdldog
Ln the suns|Iine, Gron Conario Gjust th€ place. Not tor
lh€ foint-h€arted thdlglr - ure td1ftd the trorls strerur-
drs ond, ot tinEs, chollenglng.

As usti.c[, the SunJtauer Landscdpes booh prwlded us
utith plentg oJ chctice Gnd u/e oLternoted th€ dags be-
tue€n loftg ond shcrl uroLks An{ of the uotks bosed in
th€ centre oJ the istond kurnbrel invotved tengthg bus

jornEs so ure didn't uJont too rnan{ 7 om storts lo!
Le{Lst B€v didn'tll The resorts, d€sffLbed os livelg; tend
to b€ nc[E ot nlght ThereJ*e. to ovcid belng keOt
outoke until 4 am, it is uJallt chechin! things drt beJse
gdJ booR.

One oJ the most Jcscinotirrg ptoces to vlsit uras Arteoro
u.rtrere ure far.nd o Guonche cern€lerg doting bacE some
4o0o ge(:.rs. ll cmststed of o noss oJ simple stme
groves coverlng obdrt tl]Jo squore Ellometres. Most of
lhe lo.nbs ore @n to th€ elemenls uJlth oshes ond re-
rncifts oJ bones stilL vlslble On (! mrre cheertul nole
tte scenerg u.ros stu.nning ond jdt of $rprfses. Th€re
u/ere ernerold green reservcirs hidden in th€ m. n-
toit|.s ond magntJicent rovlnes urldch go on Jo- nlle cJ-
ter miLe. Th.eg con be reoched bg onctent cobble trochs,
edged urith Jtorering shrubs. u-rhlch seem to suddentg
tinish i,n the middle oJ nouhere. Mong oJ the asdoied
viiloges hove no perrnonrLt residents hJt popte re-
tu|n there ot the ureeleend to tend ti€ir vegetoble plots
o,'Id theg use th€ old cottoges os retreots.

We hnve loods oJ ptrotos lo remind u.s oJ anoth€r $per
frdido!.

B€v Polrner/Corde Simpson lwest SorTrersetl

LLLqLLLtr,Ltr.tr.tr.S
WALKING BOOTS FOR SALE

"Unfortunately our walking days arc over''
Men's SCARPA

Size 45 t25
SCARPA with Gortcx leggings anachcd

Siz€ 45 L30
BERGHAUS

Size 45 f30
SKYLARK

Size 4.1 t20

Ladies 'SCARPA
Size 40 t25

SCARPA with Cortex leggings attach€d
Size'10 f30

Please phone Mrs Rayland
Taunton (01823) 33150E

LLLILLITSLLLTLtr.



Mendip Grouo's recent p

This year's Festival of Walks organised by
Mendip Group of the Ramblers' Association
centres on the parish of Westbury-sub-Mendip,
in Somerset. between Wells and Cheddar. Fol-
lowing the success of the last two years, when
the members arranged three days of walks to
celebrate re-opening a series of public paths,
plans for August Bank Holiday Weekend 20O4
have been announced. The walks all start at 10
am on each day, 28ih, 29th and 30h August,
from the LoCae Hill lndustrial Estate, Westbury-
sub-Mendip (Grid reference 499484). Each day
there will be a choice of walks between 5 and
twelve miles in length.

In 2003. Mendio Ramblers comDleted installa-
tion of 65 stiles, 54 finger posts, 4 bridges and
countless waymarks in and around the parish
of Binegar, opening up a series of walks to
places with rustic names like Moon's Bottom
and T'other Side of the Hill. Materials were
provided by the district council with volunteers
doing the physica! work. Three walks of various
lengths were available for each of the three
days of the Festival. Over 100 people took part
altogether - a mixture of local people, Mendip
Ramblers and visitors from other areas. The
television weatherman anC his dog were in-
vited: this ensured there were several mentions
on BBC Points West and oerfect weather each
day!

Publicity Officer Derek Baker commented, "the
popularity of last year's Festival of Walks
showed how important it is for walkers to help
with the re-opening of our blocked or impass-
able foolpaths. Our volunteers are currently
busy each week, bui lding st i les and bridges
around Westbury-sub-Mendip. We wiil be de-
lighted to welcome visitors from other areas in
August to see and enjoy the results of their la-
bours. Please contact 01458 860751 for further
information-"

FERU and NIIPAI-
Sponsored waiks raising nroney for Ir4[ND

PERTJ 'rRIlK 3 I il Sept 2004.
NI'IPAL't RLK 20-29 Nov 2004-05-25

Informalion packs available (are auty individual
membcrs interested?) on 08700 I 29001 or e-mail
peru@mind.org.uk or nepalld-nli ncLqry!. qk

Regrettably there was no ,e.pon"tto my ptea rn last
month's newsletter for help with collecting the printed
newsletter in Taunton. I am still hoping that someone
may step forward as having it printed there saves a
huge amount of money. As I said, lam willing to con-

i tinue to type and copy fit the newsletter. Please get in
touch if you can - your help would be very much ap.
preciated.

Many thanks to all cotttibutors to the newsleller
Enties lar the next issue beforc October 1st 20Ol please to

Lindsay P@frtt
35 Atubetlands Close

Eackwell
Sistol

as48 3LW

o1275163635

Adtcies can ba sent vF ernati lo htidsay poffit@r'r'hsmthnet.co uk

Familv Countrvaide Walkers
helping families with young cllildren to enjoy walks of
around 3 - 4 miles. All members of the family welcome.

25n July KfLVE towards LILSTOCK
Deloils: John 01278 4?3O78
28nlr.r9 BURNHAM ON SEA ond RIVER BRUE
Detoils: Jackie O1278 785249
26fi *fi zND ANNTVERSARy and

WELCOME TO WALKING 5PECIAL
Mory 01823 333369
QUANTs MOOR NATURE RESERVE
ond WELLIN6TON MONUMENT

Daiails: Mory 01823 333369
28- lrlov ORCHARDLEI6II, FROME
Details: Peter A8734743698

.*#*

Details:
31n Oct


