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Coastal Access Key Volunteer Support
Joint Ramblers / British Mountaineering Council volunteer pack

The pack is designed to be used as training aid and will be used by central office staff to train key volunteers in the workings of Natural England’s scheme during the induction day. However, its primary purpose is to aid the key volunteer train and support local volunteers.
The pack will included an introduction to coastal access booklet designed to be to be given to volunteers showing an interest in coastal access work and a more in-depth guide to Natural England’s scheme for volunteers actively involved in survey work. It will also included a template coastal access section survey form and set of 10 training maps as well as CD with all the background documents, report templates and any mapping and other software for which a need is identified.

Joint Ramblers / British Mountaineering Council regional training event

A joint training event (Friday evening / Saturday) to be held in each stretch location for regional volunteers from both the Ramblers and British Mountaineering Council designed to give them an entry level training in coastal access. From this and other work it is hoped a pool of local volunteers for survey and support work for each key volunteer can be formed from both organisations. This event will use the joint volunteer pack as its base and include a practical field exercise.

Note in areas of high interest from climbers the BMC may well work to produce their own report highlighting their concerns and have a regional or stretch coordinator alongside the ramblers key volunteer but it is planned that the two organisations will work together to share costs and volunteers were every possible.

Induction day (central office or in stretch location depending on need)

A one day central office based induction day (or in stretch location if no IT or volunteer support needs are required) for each key volunteer designed to give them a detailed understanding of Natural England scheme, the Marine and Coastal Access Act and other secondary legislation. The aim being to give the key volunteer a detailed understanding of how the route and spreading room will be determined and a full understanding of the ramblers desired outcomes from the interaction between the route and spreading room.
Alongside the policy work the induction day will also cover IT needs, mapping software, digital photography and design templates for our reports as well tips on training and engaging with volunteers so the key volunteer and the use the join volunteer pack locally.

IT Support
The final reports and information need to facilitate them will be very large documents with large amounts of mapping and digital photography required to enable all Ramblers coastal reports to achieve the same standard. To enable this central office is planning on setting up an on-line secure document resource for the sharing and editing of documents so key volunteers, local volunteers and central office policy staff have access the same documents without them having to be e-mailed between each other. Currently we looking to use https://www.humyo.com and an introduction to its use will be part of the induction day. Central office will also be providing OS 1:50,000 map tiles for coastal stretches which we are licensed to use. It is also planned, subject to budget, to provide each key volunteer with a digital camera for use in survey work to enable them and local volunteers to reach the same standard of digital photography required.

Ongoing one to one policy support from central office

The key volunteer will be able to call on the assistance and help, including for field work meetings with landowners etc, when required. At present a majority of one senior policy officer’s time has be set aside for coastal access work.
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